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IT HAP BEEN A LONG ANP HARP SIX MONT FOR THE CHRRENT WOR
FINAL PAY OF THEIR ROTATION.

EVEN AS THE WORKPAY CAME TO A CLOSE, THE CREW WAS JUST FINISHING LF SEFPA
OUT THE BEST CUTS FROM THAT PAYS SLAHGHTER TO BE FACKAGER ANP SHIFFEF
SEFPARATELY FROM THE REST.




HOW WE
LOOKIN'Z WE BEAT OUR
QUATA BY THREE
PERCENT!

AMAZING! YOU
BOYS REAPY TO GET
THE HELL OFF THIS
ROCK?

YES! THESE
LAST FEW HOURS
\ CAN'T GO FR&T
N\~ ENOUGH!

ANP MORE GOOP NEWS, OUR
REPLACEMENTS ARE AHEARP OF
SCHEPULE, THEY'LL BE HERE IN A
FEW MINUTES 6O WASH UF ANP
LETS GET OUTTA THIS STINK-FPIT!




OHH, GOoOoP!

THAT'S MY SENTIMENT
AS WELL.

WHERE'? VA'PON RUN

OFF TOO?

I LET HIM TRAKE
TOPRY OFF, LAST PARY
ANP ALL. HE WORKEP

HARP

WELL, I BEST GO
FINP HIM.

TI'LL GO FINP HIM, T
NEEP SOME AIR
ANYWAY.

WOOOsSH! IT'VE
GOT HIM LOCKEP!
FIRING MISSILE !










GREETINGS! WE
PIPN'T EXPECT YOU GUYS
SO SOON!

(THAT CAN'T BE RIGHT..




YEARH...
GONNA SHOOT
HIM! GONNA GET
Him!
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IT'S FINALLY
HAPPENING!

HAHAHAHA!!! YEAH!
YERH! PTEEE!!




THEY'RE
SHOOTING !

RUN! HERV
FOR THE LIFT
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THE LITTLE ONE GOT
AWAY!

FINP HIM LATER! YERH!

OK!

Y PLEAZE PON'T )
B SHOOT!




"OR PON'T! GIVE ME
AN EXCLISE! YEAH! AN

WHAT IS GOING
ON!? WHERE'S

I SHOT HIM! SHOT HIM
PERP! YERH!




OHH MY ..
WHAT'S GOING
ONI7?




WHAT ARE YOU
GUYS POING!T
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FISHING THROUGH HISs BAG, MA'TIIK PU.{.LV A PSIONIC SCEFTER
ASs WELL AS A sMALL, WHITE FPYRAMIFP WITH A GOLFP CAF.

ARE YOU
GUYS INGANE!T YOU
CAN'T PLUG THAT IN

HERE!




WHY ARE YOu

POING THIG!T
i . —

WE'RE JUST FARM
HANPS!

| FARMING COLONIES LONG RANGE TRANSMITTER, GREATLY
N EXTENPING THE RANGE ANP AMFPLITHPE OF THE PEVICES.
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USSS CURTIS LEMAY.
SOL SYSTEM, MAIRS ORBITAL RANGE.

ZIS IST POCTORS
OTTO ZIEGLER ANP
VWAYNE LAFPOINTE

RECORPING..

PISSECTION OF SUBJECT
| LEM-TWO-TWO-SEVEN PELTA..
COMMENCING.




7/~ HEY POCTOR Z.. I'M
PRETTY SURE HE'S NOT
. GETTING UP..

— PO WE REALLY
HAVE TO &TAY FOR
\ THTE?

JA! NUR FLUR PEN FALL!
(Yes!Justincasel)

7~ *GULP* <
CHR. oK., A

TCH HRBE EINEN
/ EINGEBAUTEN
 UBERZETZER...

AHH! FASCINATING!

OK, VE VWILL SET UP FOR
ZE FIRST INCISION BELOW ZE
PIAFHRAGM HNE WORK OUR VWARY




THE ALIEN BOPY
WITH HALF A HEAP ISN'T

OR ME SAVING YOUR LIFE,

ON MARSY

Woure, wHAT 16
YOUR 'PEALZ

THAT SUCKS.. MAYBE IF
YOUR FAMILY WASN'T A BUNCH OF 64
IT®, INBREP, ALABAMA FUCK-WITS THEY
WOHLéP HAVE FIGUREP SOMETHING

A= “THE >
FUCK IS THAT
_ SUPPOSE TO

MERAN!Z




OHH FOR ZE
LOVE OF Gor/!

il “THERE ARE TWO "F&T
11 ™ - OF RESOLUTION! _
B Y "FIGHT", OR "FUCK". FIGURE OUT v .
\ WHICH YOU TWO NEEP.. JUST
NOT IN MIEN LAB, EITHER

NOW, YOU VWILL™
: BE SILENT!

T _

MM... T HAVE A
G'IRLFR!E:NP, S0...
YEAH, SORRY TO

.PIQHF'POINT YQH.. >

. ORT C’HN KNOC'K YOUR
TEETH POWN YOUR THROAT..
A UFP TO YOU..




NEIN! NOT IN
MIEN LAB!

7 GUYS, SERIOUSLY. ALL YOU N
GOTTA PO 1S NOT LET ANYONE IN,
OR ANY..ANYTHING OUT.

g JUST... PON'T LOOK AT
EACH OTHER. T PON'T KNOW;
BUT PLEASE STOP BIC'KERI'NG'. e
A\ PON'T EVEN MINP IF YOU TALK,
JUST BE QUIET.

| lll”lumnmu,.
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WAS IT AT LEAST A
NICE TENT?
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I KNOW, RIGHT!?
AREN'T T GRERAT!?

WHY ARE YOU
SLCH A PICK?

ARE YOU ONE OF
THOSE HYPER-CHRISTIAN
CLOSET FRGST

HONESTLY, IT WAS THE
FIRST THOUGHT T HAP
WHEN I MET YOU.




T

_ INITIATING
CUTTING LASER!

WELL IF WE'RE JUST
GONNA MAKE SHIT LUP..

I'LL JUST START TELLING
PEOFLE YOH TRIEP TO TOUCH

SUCH! WAS THAT YOUR
YHIGH-SCHOOL YEARBOOK
3 UOTE?
ERR.. PIP THEY EVEN
HAVE YEARBOOKS AT
CARPBORRP BOX HIGH?

— OR PIP THEY JUST
SPELL OUT YOUR NAME IN
PISCARPEP CRACK PIPES ANP
USEP NEEVPLEST
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WHAT!? )
WHERE'P IT AR
COME FROM!? %
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THE FORRESTALY

HOLY GOP! NO
SIR..

IT'S..

ENORMOUS !

GET ME VISUAL! PUT IT UP
ON THE BIG SCREEN!

COLONEL! aTRONG {—1
RAPAR CONTACT! 6
KILOMETERS ASTERN,
C.B.P.R! CLOSING FR&T!

I PON'T KNOW,
SIR!IT JUST
APFPERREP THERE!

AVa:



MY GOP, THAT'S
AN F.T.L..

ANP IT'S ARMEP TO
THE TEETH..

SOUNP
GENERAL
QUARTERGSG!

HELM! EVASIVE

AFT C’HM:‘ERH'

MANEUVERS! GET US OUT I

OF IT'S WAY!




GENERAL QUARTERS/
GENERAL QUARTERS! ALL
HANPS TO BATTLESTATIONS !

THIS 4
Y HUNKNOWN VESSEL ON
INTERCEFT COURSE! ALL
HANPS TO BATTLE
STATIONS !

VWHAT PIP HE

SAY!?
- m!”lM

/ "."'ﬂ | g 1 ¥ ‘

T'M WITH YOU.






IS IT TURNEPR
ONT..

SHOULP VWE
BE VWORRIEP,
R T

FUCK.. PIP T
CRUSE THIST

OF
COURSE I PO..
LETS GO.










HEY! VWHAT
ABOUT U&!7

CLEAR RIGHT

o
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RFTER YOU.
MAYBE T'LL SING A
QOETC?;(SN THAT FUCKING







THE FUCKS' GOING
ON, BOSS!? WHY IS
THERE GRAVITY IN THE

THEN LETS PLUG

I'VE GOT NO
IPEA!

AFPRARENTLY
WE'RE BEING
BOARARPEP!

FUCKING
RIGHT. THEY WANNA
COME UP THAT LAPPER,
THEY BETTER BE IMMUNE
TO BULLETS!




B> SHAW ANP FRANK
¥ ARE BRINGING A
MA-PUCE UFP RIGHT NOW,
A\WE'LL SET IT UP IN THE
MIPPLE THERE. BUT UNTIL
THEN WE'RE |T.

RIGHT, WHERE PO
YOU WANT U&7

” TAKE THE STARBOARY
USIPE.. THAT'S THE RIGHT
. SIPE, C.J..

YEAH, T'M
AWARE..

YUF, WITH

YOU.. ey ANY CHANCE
THEY COULP TURN THEGE REP
EMERGENCY LIGHTS OFF? MY
SYSTEMS.. T PON'T KNOW, IT
HURTS MY HEARD.




YOU ANP ME BOTH!

COMMS RRE FUCKEP,

dBUT I'LL ASK IF T CAN GET
THROUGH.

BRIPGE, THIS IS
BUTCHER ONE. REQUEST
RESET TO NORMAL LIGHTING
IN THE HUB, HOW COPY?

COMMON UP.. T
GOT A PRESENT FOR
YOU LITTLE GREEN
FUCKS..




PP HE SAY HE \
WANTEP THE LIGHTS

THAT'S WHAT IT
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ACRATD!

JIMMY BEGAN TO FEEL WEAK IN THE KNEES AS THE ROOM
WAS FILLEP WITH AN OVERWHELMING SENSE OF PREAP.

STAY FOCUSED,
JIMBO.. i






HFPON HIS AFFEARANCE, THE MEMBERS OF BUTCHER TEAM FELT AN OVERWHELMING
COMFULSION TO LOWER THEIR WEAFONS. ONE THEY COULP NOT FIGHT OR RESIST.

ALL EXCEFPT C.J. WHO FELT NOTHING OF THE SORT. QUITE THE CONTRARY, HE FELT
COMFELLEP TO KEEF HIS RIFLE LEVELEP PIRECTLY AT THE INTRUPERS HEAP.




T WILL ¢pPeax,
AND YOU WILL LISTEN. =




YOUR RACE |Is 60 YOUNG,
SO "ASSUMING!..

YOUR COLONEL IS
LOCKEP IN HIS STEEL
BUNKER..

ANP YOU, PAUL.. YOU
ARE A GOOV MAN. BUT You
FAIL TO GEE WHAT'S RIGHT

IN FRONT OF YOU.

EVEN NOW. YOU STANP
TREMBLING ANP ALL BUT
PISARMEP..




YOU WILL HEAR WHAT T
HAVE TO SAY. AFTER THAT, IF
YOU STILL PESIRE TO SHOOT ME.
YOU MAY TRY IF YOU WISH.

HELLO,
COLTON. IT'S NICE
TO FINALLY MEET

YOU.
WOULEP YOU
FPLERSE, LOWER THE
GUN?

IF T WANTEP TO
HARM YOU, T COULP
HAVE PONE IT WITH ERSE
A LONG, LONG TIME
AGO

THEIR REACTION IS PRIMAL,
BIOLOGICAL. HARPWIREP INTO THE
PEEE\?&J‘SFRHMEWORK OF THEIR

IT WILL PRSS IN TIME.

THE ONE WHO 1S NOT
INFLUENCEP BY ME.

7 IT'S WITH HIM T MUST
EPERK.. ANP TO ALL OF

YOU AS WELL.




HE HAP JUST COME
HOME FROM YOUR
FUNERAL.

HE WONPEREP AROUNP
THE YARP FOR A WHILE, THEN
WENT INSIPE.

THERE'S THAT LITTLE ROOM
IN THE BASEMENT, BETWEEN THE
A MAIN GF‘.RHG‘E—QSSFZ THE MACHINE

HE WAS IN THERE, HE PRANK
HALF A BOTTLE OF CHEAP
WHISKEY, THEN STUCK A .45 TO
HIS TEMPLE.

I PULLEP IT AWAY, SET
HIM ON THE PESIREP PATH,
THEN.. MAPE HIM GO TO SLEEP,
ESSENTIALLY.

A MATTER OF
PERSEFPCTIVE..



--SPLENPIP.

I WOULP PREFER THIS
CONVERSATION TAKE
PLACE IN A MOR

E
APPROFRIATE VENUE.

ACCEPTABLE.

YOU MAY LEAP THE
WARY, COLTON...

[ e

ANP YOU, JAMES
MORRIS.. "JIMMY!

STOFP CRYING ANP
STANP UFP, YOU LOOK
UTTERLY RIPICULOUS.







I PON!'T! T!M
SORRY!

THEN WHY'P YOL
LOOK AT ME!7 YEAHZ T
SHOULP C’g;g’PHR FACE

I'M SORRY! T '
” WONT LOOK AT You!

> —4

I'M GONNA STICK THIS
GLN IN YOUR MOUTH NOW/!
YEAARHH LI!S

WHAT!? HE LOOKEP AT
ME! HE'S TRASH! RIGHT?
TRASH! YEAH!




THEN AFTER WE GET
WHAT WE WANT. WE KILL
THEM ANYWAY!?

CAN I CUT OFF THEIR
FINGERS WHILE WE WAIT!Z
YEAH! CUT OFF THEIR
FINGERS !

OK! I'LL GO OUTSIPE ANP
SHOOT THE COWS! YEAH! SHOOT
ALL THE COWS /!




¥ HELLO.. T'M COLONEL ERIC
V-VAN HELPEN. WELCOME
ABOARP THE U.&5.5.5 CURTIS

I AM GABRIEL . HIGH




GABRIEL.. ERRM. OR |5 IT
COMMANPER? IT'S AN
HONOR TO MEET YOU.

MMHMM... PLERSE TAKE A
SEAT, COLONEL. MY TIME
HERE IS LIMITEP.

WE'LL SEE.. TRKE A ¥
ZEAT, I GUESS.

BUT STAY ALERT..







I PREFER TO
STANP ..

“ FORGIVE ME, BUT T
PON'T EXACTLY TRUST

YOou.




IF T WANTEVP TO HARM ANY OF
YOU. T WOULP HAVE PONE SO
LONG RGO..




THAT WAS NOT A
SUGGESTION.

./ SO, I'LL JusT N o

TAKE A SEART
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YOUR
SPECIES.. THIS
SHIP...

THERE WAS ONCE A TIME ﬂ
WHEN T WOULY HAVE KILLEP YOU
ALL F%FZ SIMPLY HAVING MUCH

LESS.

YOU WERE NEVER MEANT TO
LERAVE THE SAVANNAS..

SO MUCH BECOME A SPRACE
FAIRING RACE.

YOU WERE BY MOST
RCCOUNTS, A MISTAKE.

- A GPECIES CREARTEP out.
OF OUR OWN HUBRIS ANP
ARROGANCE.

WE THOUGHT THAT
BECAUSE YOU WERE SO
BIOLOGICALLY SIMILAR, YOU'P BE
JUST LIKE US WHEN
UFLIFTEP.

ANP TO OUR HORROR.. YOU
WERE.. IN EVERY WAY. THE GO0V,
ANV THE BAP.




COLONEL. PLERSE
HOLP THIS. .

FROM NOTHING BUT THE STUPY OF A FEW
CRASHEP EXAMPLES OF OUR TECHNOLOGY, YOU
MANAGEP TO REVERSE-ENGINEER THE FPHYSICS

ANP MATERIAL SCIENCES

P=0U CONSTRUCTEY THESE VESSELS IN
SECRET.. WITHOUT THE HELF OF YOUR ENTIRE
CIVILIZATION'S MENTAL AND INPUSTRIAL

NO.. YOU WEREN'T
LIKE U&..

YOU WERE.. MORE.

LARGER, STRONGER,
FASTER.. EVEN SMARTER IN
MANY WRAYS.

YOU CAN ENPURE MORE, FOR
LONGER THAN ANY OTHER SAPIENT

COME OUT THE OTHER SIPE
UNSCATHEP.

YOU TERRIFY MY !

PEOFLE.




THE SHIP THAT
APFPROACHES NOW, IT IS
NOT HERE TO PUNISH THE

EXILES..

THE ONES YOU CALL "THE
WATCHERSG."

NOR POES IT COME IN
PERACE.

THIS PATHOGEN POES HAVE A BUILT-IN
"KILL SWITCH" OF SORTS, ANP WILL BE SHUT
OFF ONCE ONLY AROUNEP TEN PERCENT OF

YOUR CURRENT POFPULATION..

MAKING THE
WATCHERS SOUNP
REASONABLE IN
COMPARISON.

"IT IS AN ARK. IT CONTAINS THE
LAST OF OUR ENTIRE CIVILIZATION.

THE MAJORITY OF WHOME
ARE GOOVP PEOPLE. INNOCENT.
THEY KNOW VERY LITTLE OF

HUMANITY.

ON PESTROYING ITSELF.
GIVEN THE EVENTS OF THIS

THOSE WHO SURVIVE
FPRASSEP THAT TIME WILL
BECOME.. PETS.

THEY WILL BE BARREP
FROM CREATING OR POSSESING
ANY TECHNOLOGY THEY PIP NOT
HHR\/EQT ANP CREATE WITH THE!R

BARE HANPS. e

FPERHAFPS, FROM YOUR
PERSPECTIVE.

FROM THEIRS, YOU ARE
NOTHING BUT A MISTRAKE OF
TECHNOLOGY.

ARTIFICIAL ABOMINATIONS
WITH NO RIGHT TO EXIST.

YOU'RE.. PROFPERTY.

,....dl
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BE SILENT, OR T WILL Y o
SILENCE YOuU! i
™

=
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THE EXILES.. WATCHERG..
i THEIR INTENTIONS ARE NO MORE
- HONORABLE.

AS YOU ARE NOW WELL
AWARE. THEY ARE VILE
PEGENERATES..

Y ..MY FATHER BELIEVEP OUR
SPECIES' WOULP ONE PAY
STANP SIPE-BY-SIPE AMONG
THE STARG..

THAT WE WOULP NEEP YOU ON
PAY, ANP THAT YOU MIGHT EVEN
BE OUR SUCCESSOR.

HE TRULY APOREP YOU. HE
CALLEP YOU HIS GREATEST
WORK.

I WAS A YOUNG, PATRIOTIC OFFICER IN

THOSE PAYS, AT THE HEIGHT OF OUR EMFPIRE..

I JUST THOUGHT HE WAS A CRAZY OLP MAN
WHO'P LIVEP BEYONP HIS YERRS..




HOW COULP A RACE OF
HAIRLESS APES THAT HE MASHEP
TOGETHER IN AN UNSANCTIONEVP SCIENCE
EXPERIMENT EVER STANP WITH THE GREART
ASGARPIAN EMPIRET SO MUCH §

SUCCEEP IT!?

IT OFFENPEP ME. IT
OFFENPEP MANY..

Zg

THEN, IN WHAT FELT LIKE NO TIME
AT ALL, THE EMPIRE FELL ANP MY PEOFLE
WERE SCATTEREP ACROSS THE COSMOS.

TOPAY, TO THE BEST OF MY
KNOWLEPGE. ALL THAT REMAINS OF MY
SPECIES 1S ON THAT SHIF, ANP THOSE WHO
RESIPE ON RHEA.

FROM AN EMFPIRE OF OVER 100
TRILLION.. TO AROUNP 19 MILLION. THAT,
1S ALL THAT'S LEFT..

--AFTER OUR CIVILIZATION FELL,
EVEN THOUGH T KNEW IT WAS WRONG, T
FOLLOWEP THE LAST ORPERS T WAS GIVEN. T
KEPT YOUR PEOFLE POWN FOR
THOUSANPS OF YERRGSG.

I PIP MY BEST TO FORGET ANP
IGNORE WHAT MY FATHER SAIP ABOUT
\ YOU FOR THE SAKE OF THE MISSION,

N FOR MY PEOFLE..

THEN ONE PARY, EONS AGO
SOMETHING ASTONISHING HAPPENEP.
SOMETHING MY FATHER ALSO PREPICTEP THART
DS.BOARPEP ON BLASPHEMY.. A HUUMAN
VERI'PANPI..

.-AROUNP ONE IN 100 QUAPRILLION
BEINGS ARE BORN WITH A SPECIFIC
"PATTERN" IN THEIR MINPS.

YOU CALL THIS CONCEFT THE QUANTUM
BAFFLES, OR "C-BAFFLES"




o E CALL THIS ONE SFPECIFIC
FPATTERN "VERI'PANPI" "THE
< » PROTECTOR".

ANYONE WITH THIS PATTERN
IS NOT ONLY COMPLETELY IMMUNE
TO PSIONIC INFLUENCE, THEY ARE
CAPABLE OF HARNESSING IT TO AN
EXTENT NO OTHER BEING CAN
FATHOM.

I WAVEP IT OFF AS A FLUKE, BUT
ALMOST HALF A CENTURY AGO.. IT
HAPFPENEP AGAIN... TWICE IT HAS

HAFPFPENEP..

I COULPN'T IGNORE IT ANYMORE.. T PIP
EVERYTHING IN MY POWER, BUT ULTIMATELY
FARILEP IN MY SACREP CHARGE TO PROTECT HIM AS
HE GREW, ANP HE WH%QMHRPEREV BY THE

~ EXILES.

HIS& PEATH WAS RULEP AN ACCIPENT, BUT
IT WAS ANYTHING BUT..

I INFLUENCEP MANY OF
YOUR FATHERS CHOICES
LONG BEFORE I MET HIM

T SUBTLY GUIPEP HIM
/TOWARPS AN OUTCOME THAT WOULP
\ LEAP HIS& RESERARCH TO THE PLACE IT
pIP.

IPPIT AS A "BACK UP" IN THE
EVENT SOMETHING HAFFENEP.

WHICH I& WHY YOU ARE
HERE TOPAY, C.J.

T THE PEVICE YOUR FATHER
( BUILT WAS NOT A SCANNER. NOT
2 ENTIRELY.




I HAP TO ENSURE YOUR
FPATTERN REMAINEP OUT OF
THEIR HANPS EVEN IN THE

WORST CRASE SCIANRIO.

BECAUSE YOU ARE THE BEST
CHANCE ANY OF Us HAVE.

I KNOW WHO ANP WHAT YOU ARE
VERY WELL. T'VE WATCHEP YOU YOUR ENTIRE
LIFE. YOU ARE GOOP INGIPE.. ASIPE FROM
THE.. SHALL WE SAY INFIPELITIEST

AFTER 20, T STOFPFPEP EVEN BOTHERING TO
COUNT. THAT KINP OF THING SHOULP STOP..




IN A MANNER OF
A\ SPEAKING, YES.

s

"ANGEL'" IS A VERY
HUMAN TERM, NOT ONE WE
EVER USEP.

WE WERE JUST PEOFPLE FROM
ANOTHER WORLP WHO INTERACTEP WITH
ANP INFLUENCEP YOURS.

YOU NOW TRAVEL THE VOIP, <
RISKING YOUR LIFE ANP SAFETY
TO RENPER AIPE TO THOSE IN

JAMES. YOU ARE ALREAPY
MORE QUALIFIEP TO BARE THAT
TITLE THAN MOST OF THOSE YOU

=, WOULP ATTRIBUTE IT TO.




> IN PART, IT IS BECRUSE OF
MEN LIKE YOU THAT I'VE

APECIPEP MY FATHER WAS RIGHT

ALL ALONG.

I CAN SEE
¥ vYOU ARE PISTRESSED, BUT
JAMES, YOUIRE FAITH IS NOT
INVALIP.

IT IS WHAT MAKES YOU THE
MAN YOU ARE.

I SAIP NO SUCH THING.

: YOUR FAITH IN FICTIONALIZEP
{ VERSIONS OF MY PEOFPLE IN OLP
> BOOKS.

IN IPEARS ANP RITUALS LONG

(CORRUPTEP BY TIME ANP THE MINPS OF

WICKEP MEN.

YOUR FAITH IN THESE THINGS IS
MISFPLRACEP.

I.-IT YOUR FAITH IN GOP7T IN
THE GOOP OF CREARTIONT

THAT IS NOT.




.-I CANNOT STOF THE OTHERS
FROM PESTROYING YOU... NOT
ALONE.
THE MAJORITY ARE CONVINCEP
YOU ARE UNWORTHY.

BUR THE TRUTH IS, THEY'RE
AFRAIP.. WE'RE AFRAIP.

GRBRI... COMMANPER.
WE'P BE HAPPY TO HELP IN
ANY WAY WE CAN.

I'M JUST NOT sURE WHAT WE
COULP POSSIBLY PO, OR WHY
YOU'RE TELLING US ANY OF THIS.

I'M TELLING YOU THIS BECRAUSE <

ONE WAY OR THE OTHER, YOUR

ENTIRE CIVILIZATION IS ABOUT TO
CHANGE.

BUT WE HAVE MUCH TIME YET. IN
THE MEANTIME. T PO HAVE OTHER
BUSINESS HERE.

OK, WHAT
BUISNESS |& THAT?

- FIRSTLY. THE BOPY OF THE ONE
L NWHO FELL HERE. T WILL NEEP IT.
IMMEPIRTELY.

PALE ANP OTTO
AREN'T GONNA BE HAPPY X
ABOUT THAT, BUT IF IT'S
REQUIREP.. OF COURSE. WHAT OF
THEIR EQUIPMENT? WERAFONS,
GERR?

CONSIPER IT MY
COMFENSATION FOR
FAILING TO STOP THEIR

INTRUSION.




ACES ARE TO ONE PAY
SHARE THE STRARS.

WE WILL NEEV TO
LEARN EQHTRHST EACH

SECONPLY. ITF OUR

AND BE HUMBLE __

ENOUGH TO APMIT WHEN Y

WE NEED THE OTHERS
HELP.

WITH THAT. T REQUIRE
YOUR ASSISTANCE.

THERE IS A FARM, ON A
WORLP FAR FROM HERE.

THIS FARM PROVIPES
FOOV FOR MANY.

IT, ANP IT'S SMALL,
VOLUNTEER WORK FORCE HARVE
BEEN TAKEN HOSTAGE.

AMONG THEIR PEMANPS, THEY
WANT Us PELIVER C.J. ANP THE ONE
NAMEP "WINTERS" TO THEM ON RHER, OR
THEY WILL PESTROY THE FARM ANP
KILL THE HOSTRAGES.

HE'S REALLY THAT
IMPORTANT, HUHT

PON'T YOU GUYS HAVE
YOUR OWN VERSION OF
SPECIAL FORCESY

” AT ONE TIME, WE PIP.

EVER KNOWN.

SAPLY.. NO
LONGER.. T HAVE AR FEW
GO0OP MEN, BUT THEY ARE
NOT TRUE WARRIORS.

THIS IS WHY T REQUIRE
YOUR MARINES.

ANP YES, HE |16,




THAT'S A PRETTY BIG ASK,
COMMANPER..

LETS SAY T AGREE ANP

LOAN YOU BUTCHER TEAM. WHAT Y

PO WE GET OUT OF THIS LITTLE
"ALLIANCE" YOU'RE
SUGGSESTING.

I SUPPOSE "ALLIANCE" IS A
FAIR ENOUGH TERM..

THE HOSTAGE TRAKERS ARE LSING
APVANCEP PLASMA WEARPONS. ANYTHING

YOU TAKE OFF THEM, YOU MAY KEEP. 48

ANP THOUGH I AM NOT
WILLING TO SHARE ANYTHING WITH

YOU PIRECTLY AT THIS TIME. T WiLL 2

NOT sTOP YOUR PEOFLE
FROM

”EXHMINING‘" MY VESSEL
ANP IT'S SYSTEMS FOR THE
PURATION OF THIS VENTURE.

SRAY YES, SIR!

WE HAVE TO!

warntatbriN e s #



BOARRP.. ARE YOU TAKING THE
WHOLE SHIP WITH YOU, OR JHQT
THEMTY

FOR HOW LONGT WHERE
EXACTLY?

I'LL ALSO NEEV TO
GET APPROVAL FOR
SOMETHING LIKE THIS
FROM COMMANP.

I SUPPOSE THRAT MAKES
SENSE.. ANOTHER STRAR
SYSTEM, HUHZ.. T'VE ALWAYS
WANTEP TO SEE AN ALIEN
PLANET..

ALRIGHT, COMMANPER.
LETS PO IT.

ALRIGHT, FOUR,
FIVE, TRAKE HIM POWN
THERE.

IF PALE GIVES YOU A
HARP TIME, TRZE HIM.

.\\ -

e
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I WILL BRING YOUR

) ENTIRE VESSEL. IT WILL

BE REQUIREP.
-

THE FARMING COLONY IS LESS
THAN TWQO PRYS AWAY.

W, IT I& A PAMP, COLP
( WORLP WE CALL BROAN'S.

ANP YOU WILL SAY
NOTHING TO YOUR
COMMANP UNTIL OUR
RETURN.

IF OUR RANKS CAN BE
INFILTRATEP, SO CAN
YOURS. THEY MUST NOT
KNOW YOU ARE
COMING.

SHALL PEFPART.
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— THIS IS YOUR MEPICAL FACILITY?
,-\"“-\
3 IT'S QUITE A BIT MORE
; IMPRESSIVE THAN T WOULP HAVE
IMAGINEP.

YERH, WE PON'T
LIKE GETTING HURT!

PO ALL THE BRAYS

e ; /
\- / 74 HAVE THE SAME
' FLNCTION?

EFFICIENT

TAKE R PEEF
PAMN, BREATH
THERE, JIMBO..



YOUR ANXIETY IS
UNPERSTANPABLE,
JRAMEG.

BUT YOUR COLLERGUE 1S
CORRECT. TAKE A PEEF
BREATH ANP RELAX.

"ARCHANGEL" WE HAVE
NO SUCH TITLE.

YOU REFER TO THE
VERI'PANPI, THE FROTECTOR.

THAT TERM, T WOULP SAY HE
1S A CANPIPATE FOR THE




AS SOON AS GABRIEL THRNEFP HIS BACK TO AFPFROACH THE MORUGE,
|1C.J. STHCK OUT HIS TONGUHE ANP MAPE A SARCASTIC FACE AT JIMMY,

MOCKING HIM FOR HIS FAST BEHAVIOR ANP ATTITUPE IN LIGHT OF THE
NEW INFORMATION THEY'P JUHST LEARNEP.

ACTING LIKE A PETULANT
CHILP, YOU WONT NEEP TO
_APOLOGIZE £0O MUCH.

Seadias ! i ! .\ ; I i I KNOW..
HMM_. MAYBE, e = leal] ! ki SOMETIMES I JUST

. B [y - PO ANP SAY THINGS
. STOF MOIRE: THATS = e s &' WITHOUT THINKING.
JUST BECAUSE YOU HAVE THIS - ; S o ‘
GIFT, POES NOT MAKE YOU -

INHERENTLY WORTHY ..




ANP YOU, JAMEG..
NVY IS A SIN, YE&?

ONE OF THE
WORST..

A SHOULPN'T BE SOMETHING
. YOU LET EFFECT YOU,
- YE&? -

S0 15
GLUTTONY,
HAVING MORE THAN

YOU NEEP..

WHO NEEPS A
MULTI-MILLION POLLAR
: CLRASSIC CARIT

-
YOU ARE MISSING THE
BIG PICTURE. HAVING THINGS
THAT BRING JOY TO OTHERS
1S NOT GLUTTONY.

. OHT TO GO FOR RIPES OVER THE
L-HQJELF-::;E FIFTEEN, TWENTY

A TON OF WOUNPEP
VETS, TOO.

SEE, JAMESY NOT ALL 1S AS
IT SEEMS ON FIRST GLANCE.

NOW FPLERSE, TIME IS A
FACTOR.




FPRLEZ PR. Z7
IT'S C.J. ANP
JIMMY. WE'RE ALL
GOOV. OFPEN UP.

y WHAT WAS e i
THATI!? WE WERE
FREAKING OUT
POWN HERE!

WELL, YOU'RE
ABOUT TO FREARK OUT
EVEN MORE.




5T KNOW, T WRS NOT
g ASKING.

I AM GARBRIEL. HIGH
COMMANPER OF THE
ASGARPIAN NAVY.

GR-GREBRIEL..
RS

"GABRIEL"
GABRIELY

WE-WELL
TH-THAT'S
POC-FPOCTOR
Z-ZIEGLER...

HE-HE IS
UMM._..OUR
CHE-CHIEF MEPICAL

OFFICER..

FEW! IS IT HOT IN
HERE?

UMM . WH-WHAT
WAS I SAYING? OHH.




CHIEF MEPRICAL
COFFEER.. CHERP
FEPERAL, NEPICAL,

NEPRICAL MUFFICE... I

SPARKLY LIGHTS!

OHH-OHHHHH!

OF OUR TIME

TOGETHER AS
WELL.




ARE YOU
SURE, JIMMYZ
\THAT SOLINPEP.. |

_ "STROKY"

ZIS MAN IS ZE
HYPOCHONPRIAC. HE
POES IT TO HIMSELF.

VOHBT HE WILL PENY :
( ZE OFFER, JUST KNOW,




I PO NOT
RECOGNIZE HIM._.

WHAT HAVE YOU
LEARNEV THUS FAR,
POCTOR?Y

Z|S BEING
IS5 MALE, BETWEEN
26 ANP 30 YERRS OF
AGE, ANP HAS HUMAN
PNA... OTHERVWISE..
NOT MUCH YET.

YNUMBERS. THEY HAVE.. A . '3
I INFUSEDT THEMSELVES WITH ARy .
D HUMAN GENETICS FOR :

WHAT PIP YyOu
SHOOT HIM WITH? A
ROCKET LAUNCHER?Y

1
L |

7 ‘k
1 i,




B T WAS ONLY AWARE OF HIS
PEATH, NOT THE EXACT
ANNER OR MEANS.

I HAP INTENPEV TO
PROBE HIS MINP FOR
INFORMATION..

YOU'VE MAPE THAT QUITE
IMPOSSIBLE.

A THIS TIME.

HOWEVER, IT IS
SAFE TO R&SSUME THIS HRS
ANGEREVP THE EXILES GREATLY,
ANP THAT THEY WILL SEEK
VENGEANCE.

YOU MAY CONTINUE YOUR STUPY
IF YOU WISGH, POCTOR. T HAVE NO
FURTHER USE OF THIS BOPY.

PANKE!

YOU KNOW.. TO HAVE
SOME SCANS OF A LIVE
SPECIMEN...

VERY VELL...
FORGET T ASKEP.

=

““ALL T ASK IS WHEN YOU
CONCLUPE YOUR RESEARCH. THE
BOPY BE BURNEP OR OTHERWISE
> VAPORIZED.

JA, OF COURSE..




I WILL RETURN TO MY
VESSEL SO WE CAN GET
HUNPERWAY.

IN ONE HOUR, T WILL
SENP FOR YOU.

OCHH, MAN. T
HAP A CRAZY
PREAM..

; T HAS SUSTAINEP US
FOR MILLENNIA. WHY PO
A\ YOU THINK WE'VE BEEN
STEALING YOUR COWS?Y

)
YOUR COLONEL ANP YOUR TEAM WILL

COME ABOARRVY MY VESSEL IN ONE HOUR.

INFORM HIM HE MAY BRING ANY OTHER
TWO FPEOFLE HE SEES FIT.

THEY MAY BRING ONLY WHAT THEY
CAN CARRY.




AFTER HOURS OF RUNNING, NIGHT HAP FALLEN OVER BROAN'IS ANP THE YOUNG VA'FON
FOLINP HIMSELF SLIPFING IN THE PARK ANP SLIPING POWN A ROCKY EMBANKMENT

WHEN HE STOFFEP ONLY A FEW FEET POWN, THOUGH SORE ANF EXHAUSTEP HE WAS

OVERWHELMEP WITH RELIEF TO SEE A GLOWING STRUCTURE IN THE VALLEY BELOW.

r L]

-

THIS WAS ONE OF SEVERAL MEPILUM-LIFT PEFOTS ACROSS THE PLANET THAT SERVEP TO
FERRY EQUIFMENT ANP CARGO AMONGST THE VARIOHS OTHER FARMS ANP OUTFOSTS ON

BROAN'IS.



WITH WHAT LITTLE ENERGY HE HAP LEFT, VA'PON SFRINTEP POWN THE HILL ANP INTO THE
CLEAREP VALLEY FLOOR. UNSURE IF HE WAS BEING PURSUHEPF OR NOT THE ENTIRE TIME.

ALTHOUGH HE'P NEVER BEEN TO THIS PEFOT BEFORE, ANP HAP NO REASON TO. VA'PON
WAS HOPEFUL, BUT UUNSURE IF THE BIOMETRIC LOCK WOULP RECOGNIZE HIM ANP LET HIM
IN.

-
-
-
\
.
..
-
Kl .Il
-
-
-
v
-

TO HIS TREMENPOUS RELIEF, THE LOCK BEEFEP, AS THE MECHANISM WITHIN WHIRREF ANEF
CLICKEP ANP THE POOR SLIP OFEN.






-ﬂ*__

INSIPE, VA'PON FOLUNEP AN EMFTY BUILPING. ALONE ANP AFRAIP HE COLLAFSEPR INTO A
NEAREBY CORNER..AT LEAST HERE HE WAS WARM ANP SAFE FROM THE HARSH, PAMF
CLIMATE OF BROAN'IS



TRAITORS! ALL OF YA!

YWERH. - YERH-
TRAITORS!




YOU MAKE ME ANGRY!
YEARH! VERY ANGRY!

i

AHH-HAHAHAHAHAHA!

]a WHAT ARE YOU
| 1 LOOKING AT!Z

HEY KRI'PALL..



YERH!? YEAH! YEAH!T

HE NEEPEP KICKS!
LOTS OF KICKS! YERH!

OK! IT'M GONNA GET THAT
LITTLE ONE! GONNA GET HIM!
ANP EAT HIM!

I'M, GONNA KICK YOuU!

YEARH! KICK YOU
HAHAHAHAHA!

FOR THOSE GUYS WHO RAN;,
OK?




YOU PIEP! ANP T PIP
IT! HAHAHAHARHA!

BLOOP ON THE
FLOOR! ANP IT'S
YOURS! YERH!




LETS EART HIS HERRT!
YERH!

I STILL THINK WE
SHOULP EAT HIS
HEARART! YEARH!




‘-'1%“

“TI'LL WAIT HERE!
lT'L L cHOOT ALL THE
R COWS!

OK! I'LL WAIT!
BT'LL WAIT HERE!
B VEAH!

y ROBHBLY GONNA
SHOOT THE COWS!
YERH!

NO/ ONLY IF OUR PEMANPS
AREN'T MET, REMEMBER?

OK! THEN WE'LL
SHOOT THEM ALL!
YEAH!




WHY PIP? WE
BRING THAT ONE IN
THE FIRST PLACE?

YERH, BUT VA'TEE..
AETER TP PIVF.. THAT TOO
HIM... HE SHOULPN'T BE

LOOK, WE NEEP AT LERST TWO
AT EACH LOCRATION, SO IFE ONE OF
AVYOU COULP G0 SIT WITH GEN'VEAL
i IN THE MAIN HOUGE..

HEY, UMM_. KRI'PALL
CAN'T CONTAIN HIMSELE MUCH

LONGER.

T'M GONNRA TRAKE HIM AROUNP
THE FOREST FOR A FEW HOURS
ANP LOOK FOR THE WORKERS

WHO RAN..

YOU KNOW WHY.. HE
BUILT THE WEARFPON..

. AS MUCH RS I...

I'LL JUST TRY TO KEEP
HIM AWARY FROM EVERYONE
FOR THE REST OF THE
MISSION.




I'LL GO, T COULP LISE A
CHANGE OF SCENERY.




CETS JUST KEEP
WALKING T GUESS.. T
THINK THIS 1& THE RIGHT

_PLACE..



= COLONEL,
MARINES. WELCOME

ABOARP THE BATTLESHIF

SI'RIZALL.

IT FEELS LIKE A
PREAM...

PALE, THIS SHIP 1S
INCREPIBLE! THEY'RE
REALLY GONNA LET US
STUPY ITIT

THAT MIGHT BE
BECRAUSE YOU FRINTEP
LIKE AN HOUR AGO...

THANK YOU,
COMMANPER. IT'S
AN HONOR..




THIS.. THIS SHIF 1S
INCREPIBLE, COMMANPER.

YEGS.. NOT
INCREPIBLE ENOUGH,
UNFORTUNRATELY..

F YOu WILL,
GENTLEMEN. T WOULP
PREFER TO BE EXPEPITIOUS IN

THESE MATTERS.

COMMANPER, YOU :
SAIP T COULP BRING TWO
OTHERSG?

C.J. SAIP, YOU SAIP THEY
COULP BRING "ONLY WHAT THEY
COULP CARRY" IN TERMS OF
EQUIPMENT?

TOOK THAT LITERALLY..
IF IT'S AN ISSUE, LET ME
KNOW, BUT.. YOU'LL

I EXPECTEP RS
MUCH, AFTER YOU.




HELLO ARGAINI!..

HI! T'M POCTOR
STEVE RUTLEPGE...

HELLO AGAIN,
POCTOR..

PR AR, P § ¥

A . I > ! ! 3”"“ . .
e\ ENTIRE LAB.. | it i A

OR?.. . | 1= P

= YOU SAIP ONLY
scncn - BRING WHAT WE CAN
. ¥ CRRRY... WE'RE

: CRRRYING IT.

>~

I SUPPOSE I PID,
ANP YOU ARE.. VERY
WELL, PROCEEP.




AROUNP SIX HOUR
AGO, WE RECEIVEP A
PISTRESS CALL FROM ONE OF
OUR LARGEST CATTLE FARM
COLONIES.

THE MESSAGE STATEP THAT
IN RESPONSE TO THE "MURPER!"
COMPATRIOT, SEVERAL ARMEP GUNMEN HAP
FIREP ON, ANP KILLEP AT LERST TWO OF THE
VOLUNTEER WORKERS, POSSIBLY
MORE..

THE MESSAGE WAS SENT ONCE, ANV
ALL SUBSIQUENT ATTEMFPTS TO
ESTARBLISH CONTACT HAVE FRILEP.

ABOUT AN HOUR LATER
WE RECEIVEPF A A SHORT
MANIFESTO ALONG WITH A

LI&GT OF PEMANPS.

=

BESIPES WANTING C..J.
ANP WINTERS, WHAT ARE
THE REST OF THEIR
PEMANPST

GENTLEMEN, T PO
NOT WISH TO WRSTE
TIME SO TI'LL GET RIGHT

TO THE FPOINT.

¥ THEY HAVE HOT-WIREP A

PSIONIC WERAPON INTO THE

COLONIES SHORT-RANGE RAPIO
TRANSMITTER.

IF THEIR PEMANPS ARE NOT
MET WITHIN TWO EARTH PAYS,
THEY WILL ACTIVATE THE
WEARFPON.

MATTER, COLONEL. THEY
WONT BE MET EITHER




SO IT IS IN THE BEST
/INTEREST OF BOTH OUR
SPECIES THAT THIS CONFLICT BE

RESOLVEP SWIFTLY ANP

PECISIVELY.

THIS WERFON IS
PARTICULARLY INSIPIOUS. IT IS, IN
SIMPLE TERMS A PEFECTIVE

UNIVERSAL TRANSLATOR.

HOW, ANP WHY IT |1& PEFECTIVE IS
IRRELEVANT. ALL YOU NEEP TO KNOW |5
THAT IF IT'S ACTIVATEP.

T WILL INGTANTLY KILL THE HEARP
AND LIKELY CRUSE SEVERE NEUROLOGICAL
PAMAGE TO ANY HUMAN, OR MI'ARR IN THE
VICINITY.. THIS CANNOT BE ALLOWEP TO
HAPPEN.

WHILE YOUR STATEMENT MAY
BE HUMOROUS... ANP ACCURATE.
THIS 1S NOT TO BE TAKEN LIGHTLY,
SARGENT.

IF BROAN'IS FALLS, STRARVATION
WILL SWEEP THROUGH THE ARK LIKE A
FPLAGUE. UNREST, MUTINY, CHROS WILL

FOLLOW...
— IF THE ARK FALLS TO THE
MORE RAPICAL ELEMENTS OF OUR
FPOPULATION, THEN HUMANITY FALLS. ANP IF
HUMANITY FALLS THERE WILL BE NO OTHERS
TO TAKE OUR PLACE OR HELP US
REBUILP.




HIS IS BROAN'IS, OUR
PESTINATION. IT'S A COLP, PRMFP

WORLP. BUT ONE THAT SUPPORTS
OUR KINP OF LIFE.

THE PLANET CONTAINS
MANY FARMS, HOWEVER
CATTLE FARM SIXTY-THREE 1S
THE LARGEST.

IT IS LOCATEP HERE, ON
THE LARGEST, CENTRAL
CONTINENT.

THIS IS A LIVE FEEP FROM AN
ORBITING SATELLITE SHOWING THE

SLAUGHTERHOUSE ANP APJECTN
FACILITIES..

THE ATTACKERS ARRIVEP IN. NEXT
TO IT |16 THE MAIN HOUSE ANV




THIS BUILPING IS THE RAPIO HOUSE
ANP GENERATOR ROOM. THIS IS WHERE
THE WEAFPON WILL BE LOCATEP.

FROM WHRAT LITTLE INTEL WE'VE
GATHEREP SINCE THE ATTACK. IT APPEARS
THERE ARE AT LEAST SIX SHOOTERS, POSSIBLY UP
TO EIGHT. SPLIT INTO TWO GROUFPS OF THREE
OR FOUR.

HALF OCCUPY THE RAPIO
HOUSE, ANP THE OTHER HALF
OCCUPY THE MAIN HOUSE,

HERE. 1L2 12 WHERE THE BULK

OF THE HOSTAGES ARE
LOCATEP RS FAR AS WE CAN
TELL.

THE HOSTAGES ARE
IMPORTANT, BUT PISABLING THE
WERFPON MUST TAKE PRIORITY.




WE CAN'T JUST PROF A
JPAM.. OR WHATEVER YOUR
EQUIVALENT IS ON THE RAPIO
HOUSE?

HOSTAGES INSIPE THAT HOUSE X
RS WELL. '

MAKE NO MISTARKE, IF IT
COMES POWN TO THAT. T WILL
ELIMINATE THE ENTIRE FACILITY
FROM ORBIT.

COMMANPER, BUTCHER TEAM |5
TRAINEP ANP REAPY FOR EXACTLY
THIS KINP OF MISSION, ANP T'VE
ALREAPY AFFROVEP.

HOWEVER T AM
CONFUSEP AS TO HOW THE
LEMAY ITQEL:EWILL BE OF ANY

YOUR VESSEL HAS A CLOAK, MINE
POES NOT. IT WILL BE RBLE TO ENTER THE
VICINITY OF THE PLANET ANP PUT YOUR

MARINES POWN UNPETECTEP.

HUH.. THE CLOAK ISN'T
PHRASE-SHIFTEP LIKE ON THE
FORRESTAL. IT'S ONLY EFFECTIVE
VISUALLY. THE RIGHT RAPAR
WRVELENGTH CAN SEE RIGHT
THROUGH IT.

INPEEP, HOWEVER THIS IS A CATTLE
FARM, NOT A MILITARY BRSE OR WRARSHIP.
THEIR RAPAR IS VERY LIMITEP. ONLY USEP

FOR LANPING GUIPANCE.

ANP THE FRACT THAT
IT'S VIGUAL ONLY MAKES IT ALL THE
MORE EFFECTIVE IN THIS CASE.
FPHRSE-ILLUMINATION PEVICES LIKE YOUR
"BUG LIGHT" EXIST ACROSS THE
PLANET.
YOUR VEGSEL |16 SIMPLY PRIMITIVE
ENOUGH TO NOT SHOW WP ON THE KINPS
OF SENSOR SYSTEMS USEP AT THIS
FRCILITY.




AHH.. SO YOU'LL
PROFP US OFF
SOMEWHERE NERR-BY
THENTY

CORRECT. T WILL PROP
YOUR SHIF OFF AT ABOUT THE
AVERAGE PISTANCE BETWEEN
EARTH ANP MARS. IF THEY SEE
EITHER SHIFP, THEY WILL ACTIVATE
THE WERAPON BEFORE WE CAN

POES ANYONE HAVE
b ANY QUESTIONS?

OUR SPECIES CRAN
COMMUNICATE TELEPATHICALLY
NATURALLY, AS CAN YOURS. YOU'VE
JUST FORGOTTEN HOW..

HOWEVER WITHOUT AN
AMPLIFICATION PEVICE, THE
SPECTERS, THE ABILITY TO TAKE

OVER A MINP IS VERY LIMITEP.

I AM QUITE SURE THEY ONLY
HAVE ONE SCEPTER, ANV IT'S PART
: OF THE WERFPON.

VERY MUCH THE LAPPER. IF
ANY OF THEM EVER FIREP A
WERAFPON BEFORE TOPRY, I'P BE
> SLURPRIGEP.
=
UNFORTUNATLY, WE ONLY HAVE
SUSPECTS AT THE MOMENT. T HAVE NOT
BEEN ABLE TO CONFIRM THE IPENTITY OF
ANY OF THE ATTACKERS AS OF YET, BUT I
EXPECT THRT TO CHANGE SOON.




I HAVE A
QUESTION.. TWO
ACTUALLY.

ANP HOW PO WE PEACTIVATE
THE.. THINGT

THAT SIMPLE. T WOULP
NOT BE ASKING FOR YOUR

TEVICE. SIMPLY REMOVING IT FROM
THE IMMEPIATE PROXIMITY OF THE
SCEPTER SHOULDP SUFFICE.

I WOULP HIGHLY APVISE YOU
NOT TO TOUCH IT WITH YOUR BARE
HANPS. YOU MAY INAPVERTENTLY

ACTIVATE IT.

SIMPLE GLOVES SHOULP PREVENT
TH




HIRTY-ONE, AT LERST
THREE ARE CONFIRMEP
SHOT, PRESUMEP PEAP.

IN TWO PAYS TIME, T
EXPECT THEIR CONPITION TO
HAVE PETERIORATEP.

BEFORE FPAUL COULP FINISH ASKING FOR
THE HOLOGRAFHIC IMAGE TO BE PISPLAYEPF
AGAIN, IT CAME ON ALUTOMATICALLY.




AGAIN, BEFORE FAULL COULP EVEN
COMPFPLETE HIS SENTENCE, THE HOLOGRAM
CHANGEP TO sHOW A TOFOGRAFHICAL MAF
OF THE REGION WITH A REP STAR MARKING
THE LOCATION OF THE FARM.

WELL IF WE'RE POING

A.. STARSHIP-BASEP

INGERT.. THART'S A NEW
SENTENCE.

I PON'T SUPPOSE WE

HRAVE PHRHgHIﬁITEQ ON THé. '

HAHO WOULP BE
PREFERABLE TO LANPING THE
~ WHOLE &HIP, RIGHT"

KIP'S GOT A POINT, BOSS.
BESIPES, WHO KNOWS WHAT KINPA
WILP ALIEN BUGS ANP WEIRP SHIT 1S IN
THAT VALLEY. BEST MINIMIZE OUR
TIME ON TRARGET.




THE LEMAY WONT HAVE AN
ISSUE EITHER WAY, BUT I'P PREFER
TO KEEP HER AS FAR FROM THE
PANGER AS POSSIBLE.

HOW YOU CHOOSE TO
EXECUTE THIS OPERATION IS UP TO
YOU. HOWEVER I'P? APVIGE AGAINGT
SUCH A JUMFP. WINPS ON THIS WORLP
ARE INCREPIBLY STRONG ANP
UNPREPICTABLE ABOVE 5,000




W VROF YOU OFF IN THAT VALLEY, T
CAN'T PROMISE WE'LL BE RBLE TO GET

THOUGH.

THEN HOW PO WE GET
S\ THEM BACK ON BORRPT

WILL OUR PROF ANP
TURBINE PRIVEN PRONES BE

Y coor, THAT'LL HELP A .
LOT.

ONCE THE WERFON IS

SECURE, T CAN SENP LANPERS
POWN TO RETRIEVE YOU ANP THE
HOSTRAGES, AS WELL RS PROVIPE

RAPIP CASUALTY RSSISTANCE IF

REQUIREP. -'

THEY SHOULP HAVE NO
W ISGUE. ANP LIKE THE CURTIS
LEMAY, THEY WILL BE NEARLY
IMMPOSSIBLE FOR THE FACILITES
S LIMITEP SENGORS TO
= = PETECT.

SPLENPIP. C.J. T WOULP LIKE
YOU TO REMAIN HERE FOR SOME
TIME. THERE IS SOMETHING I'P LIKE

YOU TO PO.




WORH! ERASY THERE,

COMMANPER, IT'M NOT
AGARINST THE IPEA, BUT T WOULP
LIKE TO HAVE AT LERST GOME IPER
OF WHAT C\)/OL—I WANT HIM TO
rO..
CONSIPER IT..
EPUCATION. YOU ARE
WELCOME TO STARY ANP
OBSERVE IF YOU WISH.

MAYEBE FOR A BIT, BUT
I STILL HAVE A SHIP TO RUN..
FOR WHAT THAT'S WORTH AT THE
MOMENT, BUT MY CREW IS A
LITTLE ON EPGE.

AR COMMANPER MUST
UNPERSTANP.

: OK, C.J. CAN STARY AS LONG AS
ONE OTHER MEMBER OF THE TERAMS
“3 STAYS WITH HIM.



WHAT PO YOU THINK,
STAFF SARGENT?

ME TOO! T'LL &sTAY!




GUYS, T GET THE SENTIMENT. BUT
T SAIP ONE MEMEBER OF THE TERAM,
NOT THE WHOLE TEARM.

NOW, WE CAN ALL
HANG OUT FOR A BIT, IT'M
CURIOUS TOO, BUT THE REST OF YOU
ARE COMING BACK TO THE LEMA
WITH ME.

STAFF SARGENT, I'LL LEAVE IT UP
TO YOU TO PECIPE WHO STRAYS AFTER
THAT.




AGAIN, GENTLEMEN. T THANK YOU.

OLONEL, IF YOou
WOULP LIKE, T WILL HAVE THIS
MISSION PATA CONVERTEP TO YOUR
COMFPUTER FORMAT ANP SENT TO
YOUR SHIP NOW.

YES, PLERASE. THAT'Y BE
VERY HELFPFUL.

AS WELL RS ANY PATA YOU
HAVE ON THE HOSTRGES ANP
COMBATANTS.

PICTURES OF THEIR FACES
WOULP HELF A LOT

— = =

"OF COURSE, WE ARE &TILL

WORKING ON THAT BUT YOU WILL
HAVE EVERYTHING I PO.

IF EVERYONE IS STAYING,
PLEASE COME WITH ME.

THIS WILL NOT TAKE LONG.




HEY! THAT'S A VPT-6,
RIGHT?

WTHAT IS CORRECT,
COLONEL.




IS SOMETHING WRONG?

MANY TIMES OVER,
SON..

I UHH. T HAVE THE
SAME POSTER..

I JUST REALIZEP T
OWE MY PAP A MAJOR
APOLOGY!

PROBRBELY..
BUT IF HE SAW

THIS, HE'P SHIT
HIMSELF!

HE'S HAP THAT
BOB LAZAR "THEY'RE
HERE" POSTER ON HIS
BEPROOM WALL FOR
YERRS

CAN WE TRKE A LOOK?Y




WHY CAN'T WE JUST
USE THIS TO LANPT

IT WOULP SERVE NO
BETTER THAN THE SI'RIZALL.
THEY WOULP SEE IT
COMING.

cobL. /

INPEED, IT'S
VERY "COOL" \
BUT IT I1& NOT THE
REASON WE CAME
HERE.

Y ON THE FLOOR,
WBEHIND YOU. T HAP MY
CREW PULL IT OUT OF

STORRAGE.

>

(i

LR




WTT 2 CALLED THE
A ONTA'NIESS.

IT 16 A TEACHING PEVICE
OF GORTS. THE LAST OF IT'S KIND..
IT WILL SHOW YOU WHAT YOU NEEP TO
SEE. NOTHING MORE. NOTHING LESS.
BUT BEWARE. IT WILL NOT BE
D PLEASANT.

I'VE BEEN THROUGH B.C.T.,
SERE, ANP THE POTTER COUNTY
JAIL.. T THINK T CAN HANPLE A

TEXTBOOK!




THEN BY ALL
MERANS, STANP AT THE
CENTER.

A SECOND..

HE WILL NOT BE
HARMEP, COLONEL. T CAN
ASSURE YOU THAT MUCH.

IT IS BEST YOU PO NOT OVER
THINK THIS. TRY ANP CLEAR YOUR MINP?
OF POUBT, ANP WORRY. IT WILL GO

MORE SMOOTHLY.




SRS SR e Fe. = =

- ALRIGHT.. T'M IN
THE MTPPL':{EHE NOTHING 1< e



WITH A GUTTERAL SCREECH, THE MACHINE FOWEREF ON AN C.J. FELT A FAINFUL SsURGE
OF RAW ENERGY RACE THROUGH HIS BOPY,

THE WORLP BEGAN TO MELT PISSOLVE AROUNE HIM AS A BLINPING COLUMN OF LIGHT
SURROUNPEP ANP CONSUMEP HIM.

B




