COMMANPER RO'NOCH ARRIVEFP AT THE
LAUNCH SITE IN HIS FRIZEP EELVESH-10
ROAPSTER, TEARING THROUGH THE FARKING
LOT ANP COMING TO A SCREECHING HALT
INEXT TO HIs NEW FILOT, 2NP COMMANPER
MIAN'ESS IN A CLOUP OF TIRE SMOKE.

=

HOTEL WHERE THEY WERE ESCORTEFP BY THE FRESIPENTS SECUHRITY FORCES TO HIS SUITE
ON THE TOFP FLOOR, OVERLOOKING THE LAUNCH SITE.




I WAS GOING TO SEE
"LIKELY TO SUCCEEP"
BUT YES&..

THERE 1S NO EVIPENCE
& ANY WORLPS EVEN EXIST
PAY OUTSIPE OF THIS SYSTEM,
. SO MUCH ONES WE CAN
' MOVE CJI—I$ POPULATION

Ls

WHAT IT CAN PO, WHAT IT HAS PONE |S BROUGHT OUR ENTIRE WORLP
TOGETHER, ALL OF THE GREATEST MINPS WORKING A SINGLE PROBLEM. MAYBE
OUR SCIENTISTS WILL FINP A WARY TO REVERSE THE EFFECTS OF THE BOMBS, TO

SAVE OUR BIOSPHERE. BUT RIGHT NOW, AS IT STANPS. ASPARIA WILL BE
UNINHABITABLE WITHIN A PECAPE.

T AGREE &R,
THIS MISSION 1S A TERRIBLE IPEA
ANP WILL ACCOMPLISH NOTHING.
\ ASSUMING WE PON'T ALL PIE THE
NUINSTANT WE FIRE UP THAT ENGINE.

LA

IF YOU REALLY
FELT THAT WAY, WHY PIP
YOU ACCEFPT COMMANP,

COMMANPER?

YOU KNOW AS WELL AS
ANYONE THAT OUR BEST CHANCE FOR \
SURVIVAL 16 TO WORK TOGETHER, ANP YOU
KNOW THIS MISSION IS THE GLUE KEEPING
OUR FRAGILE ALLIANCE WITH THE BRETAI
UNION ANP ALL OF IT'é VASSAL STATES
TOGETHER. :




IT'S MY
PERSONAL BELIEF,
MAYBE HOFPE.. CALL IT A
GUY FEELING THAT YoOu
WILL FINP SOMETHING
THAT WILL SAVE US. IF
NOT YOU, ONE OF THE
OTHERS.

CLAP IN HOLY ARMOR WITH BRILLIANT, BLACK
WINGS ANP GLOWING BLUE EYES.

TO BE HONEST &IR. T TOOK THIS
COMMANY BECAUSE LIKE YOU SAIP.
WE'LL ALL BE PEAY IN A PECAVE

L F\NYWF'N ANP T'VE ALWAYS WANTEPR _

TO SEE OUTER SPACE.

AN ANGEL, SIRY REALLYT

RO'NOCH SAIP, BUT INSIPE WAS
THINKING THE FRESIPENT WAS
LOOSING HIS MINP AS HE
CONTINLHEP WITH THE REST OF HIS
SPEECH.
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A FEW HOULIRS LATER, THE LAUNCH CLOCK
WAS RAFIPLY AFPFROACHING ZERCO. |

COMMANPER R‘O"NO""H WAS THE LAST TO BOARP, ANF WATCHEP AS THE P':'!RL.OC’K HATCH
CLOSEP BEHINP HIM. THRNING AROUNEP, HIS CHIEF ENGINEER TER'VAA ANP CHIEF COMFPUTER
OPERATOR ANP TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST PR. ON'PAO WERE WAITING FOR HIM.

CHIEF TER'VAA, CHIEF
ON'PRO. HOW'S MY SHIP?

IQOTOPE
GENERATORS ARE
ON-LINE ANP STABLE,




OHH, YERH! THIS IS
GONNA BE FUN!

PREF FOR LAUNCH!

BRIPGE! COMPUTER
ROOM! TRAKE OFF
PROGRAM INITIATEP!

RETRACT ALL
MOORINGS ANP
GRANGWAYS, CHRARGE
THE FPRIMARY!

ROOM! RUN
TAKE-OFF
PROGRAM!

MOORINGS
RETRACTEP!
GANGWARY CLEARR!

T

‘ PRIMARY IS
ON-LINE ANP
CHARGEP



PISENGRGE
GROUNP SAFETIES
ANP ACTIVATE THE

HELM!

W AYE, &8IR. HELM IS
ACTIVE!

——

TAKE U& OUT,
STATION KEEPING
THRUST ONLY, ALL

ALL THRUSTERS UP
SLOW, SIR

SILENTLY, WITH ONLY THE MUFFLEP SOUNPS OF THE MANEUVERING THRUSTERS POFFING OVER
THE ROARING OF MACHINES; SUNRISE LURCHEP INTO THE SKY ANFP QUICKLY BEGAN TO RISE.
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EVEN AMIP THE EVERY WORSENING ATMOSFHERIC CONPITIONS, MASSIVE C’R’OWP GATHEREP
FROM ACROs THE GLOVE TO WATCH SUNRISE LAUNCH. ROARING CHEERS FILLEP THE CITY AS
THE I&ﬁgﬁigE’LuE VESSEL CLIMBEP LUUF ABOVE THE BUILPINGS ANP FRESSEP ONWARE INTO
TH

AsS SHE ROSE, HER SFEEP SLOWLY INCREASEP WITH THE THINNING AIR. TWO MINUTES AFTER
TAKE-OFF, SUNRISE BREACHEP THE HEAVY, HIGH-ALTITUPE CLOUP LAYERS ANF EMERGEP
INTO A PARK, PURFLE sKY WHICH QUICKLY GAVE WAY TO BLACKNESS.




THE OBITAL ENGINES: CRUPE LIQUIP FHELEP ROC’KET EN!NEQ FROVIPEP ENOULUGH THRUST TO
PUSH THE STARSHIF LIP-TO ORBITAL VELOCITIES.

WITH HER WARF PRIVE RING NEGATING MUCH OF HER MAsS, THE RELATIVELY SMALL FUEL TANKS
FROVIPE ENOUGH FUUEL FOR HUFP-TO TEN ORBITAL INSERTION BURNS THROUGHOUT THE SHIFS
FLANNEP 1-YEAR MISSION.




WITHIN A THREE MINUTES, SLUINRISE WAS PLACEP IN A STABLE LOW ORBIT OVER ASFARIA. MAKING
HER CREW ONLY THE 2NFP MANNEP ASFPARIAN SFACE CRAFT TO REACH ORBIT.

THAT WAS AWESOME!
POCTOR ON'PRO, GET YOUR
TEAM WORKING ON THE
CALCULATIONS FOR OUR FIRST
PESTINATION!

YES SIR! GIVE US
AN HOUR TO MAKE THE
CALCULATIONS ANP
CHANGE OUT THE TRAPE.

IN THE MEANTIME, SIR.
I RECOMMENP A FULL
SYSTEMS ANALYSIS TO
VERIFY ALL SHIPS
SYSTEMS.

SO, WHAT PO YOU THINK
THE OPPS ARE THIS NEW
ENGINE POESN'T JUST,
YOU KNOW. EXPLOPE.

EXPLOPET VERY LOW. IT'M MORE
CONCERNEP ABOUT THE MATH.. TF ANY OF
THE MATH PEPARTMENTS CALCULATIONS ARE
F, EVEN BY A FRACTION OF A PERCENT, WE

COULP ENP LF WHO KNOWS WHERE.

THEN YOU'LL LOVE THIS, SIR. EVEN IF IT
POES WORK. WE PON'T KNOW WHAT
HAPPENS TO LIVING TISSUE AT
SHUPER-PHOTONIC VELOCITIES. SOME
SCIENTISTS THINK OUR MOLECULES WILL
CERSE TO FUNCTION ANP WE'LL BRSICALLY
TURN INTO WATER INSTANTLY.




THAT'S LOVELY. LETS
ASSUME WE PON'T PIE,
ANP IT POES WORK. WHAT
PO YOU THINK WE'LL FINP
OUT THERE?Y

2NP COMMANPER.. ITF
THIS IS GOING TO WORK
OUT, IT'M GOING TO NEEP
YOU TO BE A LITTLE LESS
PREAPFUL.

HEY! LESS PREAPFUL,
THAT'S AN ORPER.

THAT SOUNPS
| CONSIPERABLY BETTER,
\ 2NP COMMANPER.

> |

HANK YOU POCTOR.
HOW LONG UNTIL WE CAN

GET UNPERWAY?

HONESTLY
SIR? I'LL BE SURPRISEP IF WE
FINP ANYTHING AT ALL. TF WE PON'T
PROFP OUT OF SUPER-PHOTONIC IN
THE VICINITY OF A PLANET, WE HAVE
TOO LOOK OUT THE WINPOW TO FINP
ONE.. THERE COULVP BE A FPERFECT
WORLP OUT THERE ANP WE'P HAVE
NO WARY OF SEEING IT.

SIR, YOU WERE THE ONE
WHO TOLP THE
PRESIPENT..
M”’/’»’z‘-f.:arw

YES SIR.. WELL, HOW ABOUT THI&ST
I THINK WE'LL FINP AN ENTIRE
PLANET THAT'S ONE BIG NUPE BEACH,
ANP IT'S piLL—E\;:NI’?O\ﬁ\'TH EXOTIC ALIEN

SIR, COMPUTER ROOM REPORTS
LAUNCH TAFE CLEAREP FROM
COMPUTER ANP BEING SPOOLEP
FOR STORAGE.

MY TEAM WILL HRVE
THE PROGRAM LOAPEP IN
A FEW MINUTES, WE'RE
JUST WAITING ON THE
CRALCULATIONS.



PIP WE MISS ANYTHINGT

FPROBRABLY, 2NP
COMMANPER. HOW COULP

ALRIGHT, LETS SEE
WHAT HAPPENS T
GUESE... 2NP
| COMMANPER, INITIRTE
\SUPER-PHOTONIC PRIVE.

LAUNCH CONTROL, SUNRISE. FINAL
CHECKS C'OMPL.ETS_ ALL SYSTEMS ARE

PRIMARY IS CHARGEV ANP REAPY.
CURRENTLY AWAITING OPTIMAL LAUNCH
POINT. TIME TO TARGET, 3 MINUTES.

I PON'T KNOW, SIR, PIP
YOouU?

‘. EITHER WAY é‘-!Ré WE'RE

APPROACHING THE
LAUNCH POINT.




SUNRISE USEP A SHORT
BURST FROM IT'S ROCKET
ENGINES TO SENP ITSELF
ON A TRAJECTORY OUT
TOWARPS THEIR PLANETS
MOON.

ONCE IT WAS ON IT'S WAY OUT OF ASFARIAS ORBIT, 2ZNF
COMMANPER MIAN'ESS PITCHEP SUNRISE LIF 90 PEGREES TO
ALIGN THE PRIVE WITH THE PESIREP PIRECTION OF TRAVEL ANP
INITIATEP THE LAUNCH SEQUENCE.

oy
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IN A FLASH OF BLUE LIGHT, SLUNRISE WAS PULLEP INTO THE
P%PTHQ OF PEEF SFPACE AT AROUNP 50 TIMES THE SFPEEP OF
LIGHT.



PURING THEIR FIRST FASTER THAN LIGHT VOYAGE, SUUNRISE WOULP ENCOLUNTER A FEW MINOR
ISSHES RELATING TO HER EXTREMELY RUPIMENTARY ATTITHPE CONTROL SYSTEMS CAUSING
HER TO PRIFT OFF COURSE SEVERAL TIMES, REQUIRING THE ENTIRE SYSTEM TO BE RESET.

THESE PELAYS NEARLY
POUBLEP THEIR EXFECTEF
JOURNEY TIME. WHAT INITIALLY
WAS EXFECTEP TO BE JUST
OVER 17 PAYS, THRNEP INTO A
NEARLY 30 PAY JOURNEY.

WITH NO FIX FOR THE ISSLIES
FOUNP OTHER THAN TO
MANUALLY COMFPENSATE, IT WAS
ABUNPANTLY CLEAR TO
COMMANPER RO'NOCH THAT THE
MISSION WOULP FALL
PRASTICALLY SHORT OF IT'S
INTENPEP TARGET GOAL OF
EXFLORING TEN FPOTENTIAL
WORLPS.

WORSE YET, COMMANPER RO'NOCH HAPZ THOUGHT MORE ABOUT WHAT 2NF COMMANPER
MIAN'ESS HAP SAIF, ANP HAP REALIZEP |IT WAS A MAJOR OVERSIGHT IN THE SHIFS PESIGN.
MAYBE EVEN THE ENTIRE CONCEFT OF SFACE COLONIZATION. HIS sHIFPS RAPAR WAS NOT
CAFPABLE OF ANY MEANINGFUL, LONG RANGE SCANNING. ONCE THEY ARRIVE AT THEIR

PEQTH;fHT.-'ON, ASSUMING THERE EVEN ARE ANY FLANETS THERE. HOW WOULP THEY FINP
THEM:




A LOT OF SCIENTISTS TNK

o
THAT'S FASCINATING..
[THEY'RE NOT NOW, ARE

\THEY?

WELL NO, BUT THINK
ABOUT IT. IF THREE OUT OF THIRTEEN PLANETS

NE.. THAT'S NOT BAP OPPS.

STILL, T FINP IT STRANGE THAT THE
ONLY TELESCOPE ON BOARRFP, IS THE
ONE PR. ON'PAO BROUGHT IN HIS

FPERSONAL EFFECTS.

THIS MISSION
WASN'T WELL PLANNEP, 2NP
COMMANPER.. EITHER WRY,
WE Mg“fNNEEP IT AT SOME

PR ON'PRO.. WE WERE JUST
TALKING ABOUT..

JUST PROPPEP PROPPEP OUT
OF SUPER PHOTONIC! YOU'VE
GOT TO SEE THIS!




QRUHICKLY REACHING THE BRIPGE,
THE CREW STAREF WITH
SURFPRISE AT THE MAGNIFICENT
SITE THAT LAY BEFORE THEM.

THAT'S NOT ALL
MSIR.. THE AIR, IT'S
BI._-[-;E. THAT MIGHT

2NP
COMMANPER, TAKE
5- IN CLOSER. ANP
: ETF? MINI-PISC

BE IT BY PURE LUCK, OR FATE, ORK A BIT OF E'OTH. QHNR‘IQE PROFPFPEP OUT OF FTL VERY
CLOSE TO A SHINING BLUE WORLP HANGING IN THE VOIP.




As THE GOT CLOSER, THE REPISH HUE THEY'P ORIGINALLY THOUGHT TO BE IRON-RICH
PESERTS WERE IN FACT LUSH FORESTS ANF GRASSLANPS. AT LEAST, THAT'S WHAT IT
AFFEARREFP TO BE FROM SO HIGH ABOVE.

|
IT WASN'T THE FPLANT LIFE, OR ALIEN FLANET ITSELF THAT WAS PRAWING THE MOST INTEREST
FROM THE CREW OF SUNRISE THOUGH, RATHER IT WAS A MYSTERIOUWS RAPIO SIEGNAL COMING
FROM THE SsURFACE.
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INSIPE SHUNRISE'S HANGAR, FOLUR OF THE ASFPARIAN CREW MEMBERS FILEP INTO ONE OF THE
SHIFS "MINI-FPIsC" AUXILIARY CRAFT ANP FREFFEP THE MULT! LAYEREPF HANGAR POORS. FOR

LALUNCH.

CHIEF OF SECURITY 3RP SARGENT ENO'MAT WOLILE LEAP THE MISSION WITH ANOTHER
MEMBER OF HIS SECLIRITY TEAM, 18T SARGENT NES/PESNA BEING IN COMMANE OF THE AWAY

TEAM. BOTH OF WHOM HAP A COMBINEP 20 YEARS OF MILITARY EXFPERIENCE PURING WAR
THAT PEVASTATEPF ASFARIA.

BECAUSE OF THE HIGH POSSIBILITY OF A TEC’HNOLOC—?!C’FIL ORIGIN TO THE SIGNAL THEY
PETECTEP. PR. ON'PAC INSISTEP HE BE INCLUPEP ON THE MISSION. HIS EXFERIENCE ANF
EXTENSIVE KNOWLEPGE IN ALL THINGS "HIGH TECH" WAS WELL KNOWN ON ASFARIA.

FINALLY, THE :‘LOT FOR THE MISSION WAS TOV'JANTA, A CIVILIAN RESEARCHER WORKING

UNPERgCR. ON'FPRO. HE WAS THE ONLY MEMBER OF PR. ON'PACO'S TEAM TO QUALIFY ON THE
MINI-PISC.




EVEN WITH THEIR RUPAMENTARY TECHNOLOGY, SUNRISE WAS EASILY ABLE TO TRACK THE
LOCATION OF THE SIGNAL ANP GUIPE "PISC ONE" PIRECTLY ONTO THAT LOCATION.

THE UNAMBIGUHOUS SITE OF A CRASHEP sFACE CRAFT ON THE sUURFACE LAY STREWN
ACROsSsS THE GROUNP BEFORE THEM AS THEY PESCENPEP. IT WAS SMALLER THAN SUNRISE,
WITH A VERY PIFFERENT PESIGN THAT LOOKEP AS THOUGH IT MAY HAVE BEEN OFTIMIZEP FOR
ATMOSPHERIC USE.. THE SHIF WAS TORN COMFPLETELY IN TWO, WITH THE AFT SECTION

WEPGEP INTO A BERM, ANFP IT'S FORE SECTION WAS SITTING AT THE ENF OF A LONG TRAIL OF
OVERTURNEFP PIRT ANFP PEBRIS.

THE ASFPARIAN LANPER QUICKLY MAPE IT's WAY TO THE SURFACE ANP TOUCHEP POWN ON
;:‘C-f?E ES.STRFINGE, REP GRASS THAT MAPE LIF A CLEAR MEAPOW WITHIN A PENSE, BLOOP-REP
REST.

3RP SsARGENT ENO'MAJT EMERGEFP FIRST FROM THE MINI-PISCS HATCH...



---ANP QUICKLY TOOK UF A PEFENSIVE
FOSITION FACING THE SHIF, NOT
KNOWING WHAT TO EXFPECT.

3RP sARGENT ENO'MAJ SAIP AS THE OTHEQ STARTEP TO SLOWLY CLIMEB OUT. HE WASN'T
SURE IF IT WAS JUST THE REP FLANTS ANP STRANGE, HAZY ATMOSFHERE, OR THE SIMFPLE
FACT THAT HE WAS ON AN ALIEN FLANET, ABOUT TO BOARP A CRASHEP ALIEN sHIF. BUT HE

FELT INCREFPIBLY LNEASY.




AFTER A COUFLE MINUTES OF STRUGGLING THEIR WAY POWN THE SLICK SIPES OF THE
CRAFT, ALL FOULUR MEMEBERS OF THE LANPING FARTY, 3RPF SARGENT ENO'MAJ WAS THE LAST

TO CLIMEB POWN.
ALRIGHT.. CRASHEP _ ' l

ALIEN SPACE SHIP. RIGHT..
LOOK, GUYS, T GOT N IPEA
WHAT THE RIGHT MOVE

l_Q- -

MAYBE WE SHOULP JUST GET
BACK IN THE PISC ANP GO... WHAT
IF THERE'!'S SOME SORT OF
HORRIBLE, TENTACLE MONSTER IN
THERE OR SOMETHING?

IF I RECALL, PR. YOU
IrljéllthTEp ON COMING POWN

THAT'S A POSSIBILITY,
BUT WE PIPN'T COME ALL

ITHER, 6O POCTOR, AFTER
VoL B




HEY! T SHOULP GRAB
SOME PLANT SAMFPLES
FOR POCTOR TE'ESS TO

I AM, BUT IT'S PARK ANP
I'M.. SCAREP OF SEEING A
BUNCH OF ROTTEV, PERP
ALIENS, OK? IT'M GONNA GRAB
|SOME SAMFPLES, JUST LET ME
\KNOW IF IT'S FULL OF PEARP
ABOPIES OR NOT..

OHH, LORP.. FINE. JUST
WPON'T GO FAR.




AsS PR. ON'PAO SFLIT OFF TO "COLLECT PLANT SAMFLES", THE REST OF THE

LANPING FARTY CONTINHEFP TOWARFPS THE WRECKAGE.

THE CLOSER THEY G’T, THE CLEARER IT BECAME THAT THIS SHIF HAP BEEN
THERE FOR SOME TIME.

.

R —

THE PIRT HAP CLEARLY BEEN WEATHEREP POWN, ANP THE AREA SOMEWHAT sMOOTHEP
OVER, INPICATING THE SHIF HAP BEEN THERE ON THE ORPER OF SEVERAL MONTHS. THERE
WAS EVIPENCE OF RECENT ACTIVITY AROUNP THE SIPE THOUGH. WITH SOME OF THE PEBRIS
HAVING BEEN CLEARLY FILEP LF AFTER THE CRASH.

g1 SIS



WHILE THE OTHER THREE WERE STACKING JUNK IN AN ATTEMPFPT TO CLIMB INTO THE CRASHEP
SHIF, PR. ON'PAO TOOK sOME sAMFLES OF A SsTRANGE, BLUE FLOWER NEAR-BY. POING sO

PELIBERATELY SLOWLY, BELIEVING ANY PANGER ON THIS WORLFP WOULP BE INSIPE THE
WRECKAGE OF THAT SHIF.




HE WAsS JUST ABOUT TO STANP

P ANP START WALKING :

TOWARPS THE REST OF HIS

GROUFP WHEN HE SsAW A LARGE

SHAPOW QUICKLY ENVELOF HIM. #
'
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E'EFORE HE COULP EVEN F\’FIC‘T, H‘E FELT AN !MMENQE FAIN IN HIS SHOULPERS ANP CHEST,
ACCOMFANIEP BY THE MOST HORRIFIC CRUNCHING SsOUNP HE'P EVER HEARP.
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HAP TOV'JANTA NOT BEEN LOOKING IN
THAT PIRECTION AT THE TIME, HE
WOULPN'T HAVE SEEN IT HAFFEN, BUT
HE WAS ANP HE PIP. SWINGING AROUNEP
AS QUICKLY As FPOSSIBLE IN HIS BULKY,
FRIMITIVE EVA SUIT, HE SCREAMEP.

WORH! IT'S
POCTOR!

PO SOMETHING!

HE'S RIGHT, TAKE
IT POWN!




As THE TWO SOLIPERS OFENEP FIRE,
TOV'JANTA SIMFPLY FROZE IN FEAR, STARING
IN SHOCK AS THIS ALIEN CREATURE LIFTEP
INTO THE SKY WITH HIS FRIENP ANFP
MENTOR IN IT'S CLUTCHEP.

THE SMALL CALIBER "PATROL CARBINES"
THE ASFARIANS HAP WITH THEM WERE

SMALL, BUT THE 9X23MM ROLINF THE FIREF
WAS A VERY FAST MOVING ROLNP, ANP
FACKEP A PECENT PUNCH.

AS THE ROUNPS BEGAN TO TEAR INTO THE
ALIEN CREATURE, IT LET OUT A TERRIFYING,
ANGEREP CRY AS IT RELEASEP PR. ON'FAO
ANP MAPE A B-LINE FOR THE REST OF THE
AWAY TEAM.
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PR. ON'PAO FELL LIMF TO THE GROUNP
BELOW, WITH THE ALIEN CREATURE
CRUMFPLING TO THE GROULNP NOT FAR AWAY
BEFORE STANPING HF ANP CHARGING AT
THE AWAY TEAM.

»

ALL THREE OF THEM WOULP ALL BUT EMFTY

i

THEIR RIFLES INTO THE CREATURE AS IT
APVANCEP WITH AN ALARMING FACE. ONLY

FEET FROM THE REST OF THE ASFPARIANS, |T iR

SUHCCUME TO IT'S INJURIES ANFP
COLLAFPSEP.




4 ) ‘L S ‘-" ..k 3 ]
TOV!'JANTA CALLEP OUT, HIS VOICE
SHAKING AS HE FRANTICALLY BEGAN TO
CLIMEB OVER THE PEBRIS TOWARPS THE
HUNRESFONSIVE PR. ONFPAO.

HOWEVER, 18T SARKGENT NES'PESNA
GRABBEP HIM ANP FULLEP HIM BACK
POWN.

i

3RP SARGENT ENO'MAJ WAS ABOUT TO TELL 18T SARGENT NES'PESNA THAT IT HF{ B’E AN
gONOR TO SERVE WITH HIM ALL THOSE YEARS WHEN THE SOUNPS OF GUNFIRE AGAIN RANG
LAT.



THE ASFARIANS WATCHEP AS AN LUNKNOWN ALIEN MAN BEGAN OFENING FIRE ON THE ALIEN
CREATURES WITH A VERY IMFRESSIVE ALIEN GUN THAT SEEMEP TO PO SIGNIFICANTLY MORE
PAMAGE TO THE CREATHURES THAN THEIR OWN WEAFONS.




ONCE THE REMAINING CREATURES HAP FLOWN OFF, THE ALIEN JUMFEP POWN FROM HIS
ELEVATERF FOSITION ANP QUICKLY AFPFROACHEF THE ASFARIAN AWAY TEAM.

i i, ‘»."._; A 4 .". J : / ~

I ! I
Hﬁ%ﬂ‘%ﬂgawgé POCTOR! TALK TO
PON'T LEAVE ME! &AY
PEOPLE BEHINP! SOMETHING !




B

POCTOR




EVEN WHILE CARRYING PR. ON'PAO IN HIS HEAVY EVA SUIT, THE A
HAP VERY LITTLE TROUBLE OUT-PACING THE ASPARIANS.HAVING TO SLOW POWN
MULTIPLE TIMES PLURING THE SHORT RUN TO THE MINI-FIEC.




I'M GOING.. OHH,
GOr! THERE'S
MORE!

GRAARHHHH! STOP!
AHHHH!







3RP sARGENT ENO'MAJ AGAIN CLIMBEP ONTO THE ROOF OF
THE MINI-PISC ANP TOOK LHF AN OVER-WATCH FOSITION AS

JYTOO RAN BACK TO THE WRECKAGE OF HIS SHIP.
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SUPPENLY FEELING THE URPER TO CHECK BEHINP HIM, 3R SARGENT
ENO'MAJ SWUNG AROUNP JUST IN TIME TO SEE ONE OF THE
CREATURE AFFROACHING RAFIPLY FROM BEHINP.

HEARING A SINGLE GUNSHOT, JYTOO THRNEP, FREFARING TO
LINSLING HIS RIFLE BUT BEFORE HE COULP, HE WATCHEP THE ALIEN

PREPATOR PITCH LHF HARP IN THE AIR BEFORE CRASHING PEAP INTO
A NEAR BY TREE.




JYTOO QUICKLY CLIMBEP BACK INSIPE THE
SHIF ANP MAPE HIS WAY TO THE FRONT
WHERE HE'Z BEEN STAYING SINCE THE SHIF
WENT POWN.

ON THE FLOOR NEXT TO THEM WAS A sMALL,
STONE FYRAMIP WITH GOLF TRIM ANFP A
CIRCLE WITH A CROSS, ITSELF INLAIP WITH

PURE GOLP WAS CARVEP INTO ONE OF THE
FACES.

FILEP UFP, REAPY TO GO WHERE TWO LARGE
BAGS WITH AN ORANGE ANFP BLACK
CAMOUFLAGE FATTERN

JYTOO RAN HIS FINGERS OVER THE
CIRCLEP-CROSS FOR A MOMENT BEFORE
THUCKING THE ENTIRE OBJECT TIGHTLY INTO

ONE OF THE BAGS.




WITH HIS BAGS IN HANE,
JYTOO ONCE AGAIN
LEAPT POWN FROM THE
SHIF, STOFFING FOR A '
MOMENT TO LOOK BACK
AT IT BEFORE SPRINTING
BACK TOWARPS THE
ASFARIAN SHUTTLE.

LOOKING OVER HIS sHOUHULPER AS HE RAN,
JYTOO SsAW THE FLYING CREATURE
APFPROACHING, ANP KNEW HE PIPN'T HAVE
TIME TO RETRIEVE HIS WEAFON.

A GLINT IN THE GRASS, ANP A SFLIT SECONP
PECISION. JYTOO TOSSEP BOTH OF HIS BAGS
ANP POVE FOR PR. ON'PAO'S RIFLE THAT
WAS STILL SITTING ON THE GROUNFP WHERE
HE WAS ATTACKEP.




THE sMALL WEAFON, PESIGNEP FOR sMALL
HANPS FELT UNWEIPLY IN JYTOO'S HANPS,
BUT HE HAP NO CHOICE. WITH A PESFERATE
BATTLECRY, HE BEGAN PULLING THE TRIGGEK.

BEFOKR TOO COULP E

CREATURE WAS PEAP OR JUST STUNNEP, HE
GRABBEP HIS BAGS ANP BEGAN SPRINTING
YET AGAIN BACK TOWARPS THE MINI-PISC.
KEEFING THE ASFARIAN RIFLE IN HIS HANP AS
HE RKAN.




|
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SEEING JYTOO RUNNING BACK WITH TWO
LARGE BAGS, 3RP SARGENT ENO'MAJ FELT A
BIT FRUSTRATEP ANP CONFUSEP. "WHAT
COULP BE WORTH RISKING HIS LIFE FOR LIKE
THATZ!" HE THOUGHT.




HEARING THAT, ANP UNPERSTANPING
THAT HISs PEOFLE WERE ON A sIMILAR
MISSION, TO SAVE THEIR PEOFLE.
ENO'MAJ PECIPEP NOT TO ARGHE ANP
HELF JYTOO LOAP THE BAGS THROUGH
THE sMALL HATCH.

WITH THE LAST BAG, ANP ALL THE
ASFPARIANS ON BOARP, JYTOO CLIMBEP
ONTO OF THE MINI-PISC ANP STARTEP
TO WORK HIS WAY INSIPE THROUGH THE
NARROW HATCH.




As HE PIP HIS BEST TO WORK HIS WAY
THROUWGH THE NARROW OFPENING
PESIGNEP FOR A BEING HALF HIS SIZE,
JIYTOO LOOKEP LF TO SEE THE
CREATURE WAS RIGHT ON TOF OF HIM.

HE MAPE IT ALMOST ALL THE WAY IN, BUT BEFORE HE COULP GET FULLY INSIPE, THE
CREATURE SLAMMEP IT'S LEGS POWN HAREP ON THE HATCH, CRUSHING JYTOQO'S HEAFP

BETWEEN IT ANP THE HATCH RIM. KNOCKING HIM IMMEPIATELY UNCONSCIOUHS AS HE FELL
LIMFP TO THE FLOOR OF THE MINI-PISC, BLOOP POOLING LUNPER HIS HEAP..




UYPON THEIR RETURN, BOTH JYTOO ANFP PR. ON'PAO WHERE RUSHEP TO THE SHIFS
INFIRMARY.

WHAT'S THE

BOTH HIS ARMS ARE
: KEN, THE LEFT




I'VE HAP A BROKEN ARM
BEFORE, YOU SHOULV BE
ARBLE TO FIX HIM UF, RIGHT?,

I PON'T KNOW.. HIS RIGHT ARM 1S ONLY
FRHC‘THREP; IT SHOULP HEAL ON IT'S «
B%‘}"@HIQ LEFT

PAMMIT.. UNPERSTOOP.
WHAT OF OUR ALIEN
TAG-ALONG?

WVHE SUFFEREP A SEVER,
CRUSHING HEAP INJURY. T'VE

|GOT HIM ON A COCKTAIL OF

- |ANTI-INFLAMMATORY PRUGS TO

S=———_\THERE'SC NOT MUCH ELSE T CAN
| \PO.. HOwEVER.
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IF YOU PO HAVE TO
AMPUTATE, PO YOU THINK THIS
TECHNOLOGY COULP BE
APPLIEY TO PR. ON'PRO?




RSSUMING HE SURVIVES,
WE'LL ASK HIM. BUT RIGHT
OW WE HAVE TO ACT AS
THOUGH HE CAN'T ANP WONT
BE ABLE TO HELF.

COMMANPER
RO'NOCH, FLERSE
REPORT TO THE

UNPERSTOOP, POCTOR. AS
SOON A& PR. ONTPARO & OUT
OF SURGERY, FOCUS ALL
FFORTS ON SAVING

OF COURSE, COMMANPER.
BUT AS T SAIP, HIS INJURY
RS SEVERE. IT'M NOT

FRANKLY, I'M SURPRISEP
HE'S STILL ALIVE.




COMMPANPER! HOW'S POCTOR
ON'PROY

/ L
e
o NOT GOOV, HE'S PROBRABLY
l ’ %%THG TO LOOSE HIS LEFT

I WASN'T
EXPECTING THIS ON OUR
FIRST STOP, THAT'S FOR
SURE.. ANYWAY, WHAT'S THE
SITUATION UP HERE..T

WE HAVE A RAPAR
CONTACT, SOMETHING LARGE,
ANP METAL IS IN OREBIT
AROUNP THIS FPLANETS MOON.

WE'P LIKE TO INVESTIGATE.




THAT'S THE LERAPING THEORY
AT THE MOMENT, SIR.. BUT..

WHEN I &AY IT'S LARGE, IT'S
TRULY ENORMOUS. THE SIZE
OF A SMALL CITY.

THERE, FUEL USE WILL BE
NEQLIGIBLE.

\\\




I THINK WE SHOULP
CHECK IT OUT, IT COULP BE
THE ANSWER TO HELFPING
PR_. ON'PRO ANP OUR
ALIEN FRIENP.

SUNRISE BURNEP IT'S
MAIN ENGINES ANFP WAS
QUICKLY SENT OUT ON
A PIRECT TRAJECTORY
TOWARPS THE ALIEN
MOON.

EE
CET A COURSE, BEGST
POSCIBLE GPEEV. ANP
 {TRANZMIT OUR UNIVERSAL




AsS THEY AFPFROACHEP, THE RAPAR CONTACT
CAME INTO VIEW, THE SIGHT OF THE MASSIVE
STRUCTUHRE LEFT THE CREW OF SUNKRISE

SFPEECHLESS FOR A FEW MOMENTS.

THE MASSIVE, BLUE STRUCTURE WAS LARGE
ENOUGH TO APFEAR FROM BEHINP THE HORIZON
OF THE sMALL MOON, EVEN FROM HUNPREPS
OF MILES AWAY; IT APFEAREFP SHINING ANP
MAGNIFICENT AGAINST THE BLACKNESS OF
SFPACE ANP AGAINST THE PULL GRAY OF THE

MOON.




STRHCK WITH AN OVERWHELMING SENSE OF I
AWE ANP WONPER, COMMANFPER RO'NOCH FELT -

HIS LEGS BECOME WEAK AS HE STHUMBLEP

FORWARP TOWARPS THE SHIFS FRONT

WINPOWS WITHOUT SAYING A WORP.

‘5

- u
FOR WHAT FELT LIKE HOURS, THE COMMANPER STOOP SILENTLY ANP STAREPF OUWT AT THE
NEARLY INCOMPREHENSIBLY LARGE ALIEN STRUCTUHRE. AS THEY RAFIPLY GOT CLOSER, HE
COULP MAKE OUT MORE PETAIL, INCLUPING 16 MASSIVE CROSSEP RINGS REMINISCENT OF

CROss-HAIRS SFREAP EQUIPISTANTLY AROUNP THE CIRCUMFERENCE OF EACH OF THE
MASSIVE RINGS. THERE WAS ALSO SOME SORT OF TRUSS STRUCTHURE WRAFFEP ARCUNEP

EACH RING, CONNECTEP IN THE MIPPLE BY WHAT AFPFEAREPF SOME SORT OF MACHINERY, BUT
IT'S FUNCTION WAS LUNKOWN.

HE COULPN'T HELF THINK TO HIMSELF THAT HE WAS STANPING IN THE FRESENCE OF
SOMETHING HIS PEOFLE WERE NEVER MEANT TO SEE. SOMETHING BEYONP VASTNESS,
SOMETHING BEYONP COMFPREHENSION. BUT HE PIP HIS BEST TO PUSH THOSE THOUGHTS
AWAY. AFTER ALL. IT's JUST A REALLY BIG SFACE STATION. HIS FEOFLE MAY NOT HAVE ANY
YET, BLUT THE CONCEFT WASN'T NEW TO HIM.

IN THEORY, WITH ENOUGH TIME. HIS PEOFPLE TOO COULP BUILP A SFACE STATION OF THAT
SCALE. IT's JHUST A METAL RING, AFTER ALL. THIS IPEA GAVE HIM SOME COMFORT, BUT EVEN
SO. A KNOT IN HIS CHEST GREW EVER TIGHTER AS THE STRUCTURE GREW LARGER ANF
LARGER THE CLOSER THEY GOT.




MY GOP! IT MUST BE A
COUNTER-ROTATING, SPIN-GRAVITY
STATION! RIGHT? WHAT ELSE COULP IT

BET

I.. BUT.. IT'S NOT
ISPINNING, CHIEF TER'VARA

TWO BIG RINGS, SFPIN
THEM THE OPPOSITE
PIRECTION FOR STABILITY,
THAT'S GOTTA BE IT!




FOR THE NEXT COUPLE OF HOURS, SUNRISE PRIFTEP GENTLY AROUNP THE
STRUHCTURE, GATHERING WHAT LIMITEP INFORMATION THE COULEP WITH THEIR
SENSORS ANP THEIR EYES. BUT TO THEIR SIMULTANEOUS PESFAIR ANF RELIEF, NO

ONE RESPONPEP TO ANY OF THEIR ATTEMFTS TO MAKE CONTACT.

THE MORE THEY LOOKEFP, THE STRANGER THE STRUCTLRE AFFEAREP TO BE. IT HAF NO
POCKING FORTS, NO HANGAR BAY, NO SIGN OF ANY RAPIO OR ELECTRONIC SIGNALS OF ANY

KINP. IT TRULY AFFPEAREP THAT, WHATEVER IT WAS. IT WAS PEAP ANP LONG ABANFPONEP.




EVEN 80, THE CREW OF SUNRISE HAP BECOME CONVINCEP
THAT THIS WAS A MASSIVE, ARTIFICIAL SFACE HABITAT. ANF IF
IT WAS TRULY ABANPON, MANY OF THEIR FEOFLE COULP
LIKELY BE RELOCATEP THERE, OR MAYBE WHOEVER BUILT IT
COULP HELF IN SOME OTHER WAY. AS SUCH, THEY REFUSEP
TO GIVE UF THE SEARCH, PETERMINEFP TO FINF A WAY INSIPE.

GENTLY, SUNRISE BEGAN
TO MANEUVER ALONG
THE CENTRAL
STRUCTURE TOWARPS
ONE OF THE LARGE
RINGS.

AS THEY MOVEP ALONG
THE AXIs, ANF CONTINHEP
TO TRANSMIT THEIR
ORIGINAL, PRE-MAPE
"GREETING" MESSAGE.
THEY ALSO KEYEP IN
THEIR MICROFPHONE ANP
BEGAN ACTIVELY TRYING
TO TALK, PIRECTLY TO
ANY POTENTIAL
OCCUFPANTS OF THE
MYSTERIOUS STRUHCTURE.




THE MOMENT THE OFFICER ON THE BRIPGE BEGAN TRANSMITTING,
SUNRISE SHOOK VIOLENTLY ANF THEN BEGAN TO REVERBERATE WITH A
LOW HLIM, AS IF THE ENTIRE HULL HAPF BEEN CONVERTEFP INTO A THNING

FORK.

THE LOW HUM CONTINUEP AS SUUNRISE WAS PULLEP BY AN INVISIBLE
FORCE TOWARPS THE CENTER OF ONE OF THE GIANT, BLUE RINGS.

L

AS THEY REACHEP THE OLUTER EPGE OF THE RING, IT BEGAN TO ROTATE
AT AN UNBELIEVABLE SFPEEP AS A BRIGHT, BLUE LIGHT FORMEP ALONG

THE INNER EPGE.



o
BEFORE COMMANPER RO'NOCH COULP GIVE THE ORPER TO FIRE ON THE STRUCTUHRE, THE
ENTIRE BRIPGEFP WAS FILLEP WITH A BRILLIANT SHOWER OF BLIHE ANP WHITE LIGHT,
FOLLOWEFP BY WHAT AFFEAREFP TO BE SOME SORT OF FLASMA RAFIPLY STREAMING
TOWARPS THE CENTER IN STRAIGHT LINES.




AsS THESE LINES OF UNKNOWN ENERGY CONVERGEP AT THE CENTER, A BLACK SFHERE
AFPFPEAREPF ANP RAFIPLY GREW TO A SIZE AT LEAST 25 TIMES THAT OF SUNRISE. AS THIS

SPHERICAL HORIZON OF BENT SFACE SHOWING AN LINKNOWN GALAXY ON THE OTHER SIPE
EXFANPEP, IT ENVELOFPEP SLNRISE.

A MOMENT LATER, A FINAL FLASH OF LIGHT FILLEP THE AREA AS THE PEVICE FOWEREFP
POWN. SUNRISE WAS NOWHERE TO BE FOLNP...




