CLIMBING LIP THE LAPPER INSIPE THE SHIFS LIMBILICAL. C.J FOUNP
HIMSELF MOVING SLOWER THAN THE OTHER TWO. HE FELT
| OVERWHELMEP WITH FEELINGS OF AWE THAT WERE ACCOMFANIEP
B BY A STRONG SENSE OF AFFREHENSION.

COMMON! IF THAT'S
AS FAST AS YOU CAN
CLIMB A LAPPER, WE'RE
GONNA HAVE A
FPROBLEM.

” CORRY.. I'M &TILL

HALE EXPECTING TO
e VAKE LIP ANY SECOND..
OR GET A BULLET IN THE
RN EACK OF MY HEAP..

IF WE WANTEP TO PO
THAT. WE WOULP HAVE
JUST PONE IT.

REAL.. OHH MY GOP! ARE WE
GOING TO BE FIGHTING
ALIENSG!?

FIGHTING THEM?Z NOT
EXACTLY. NO.

THEN WHY PO WE HAVE A
FRERKIN! SPACE SHIP!?

IN SHORT. WE STOLE IT FROM ™
THE BAP GUYS.




; MOST OF THAT WILL HAVE
/ TO WAIT, STAFF SARGENT. WE'RE
HEARPIN' OUT! —

" COLONEL, WHAT'S THE ‘

SITUARTION.

—

) SITUARTION ON MARS, STILL -
PEVELOFPING. COUPLE
RESEARCHERS ANP THEIR ESTSOF
ESCORT WENT MISSING UNPER
SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES.
o MIGHT BE THE C.C.F.
.

—

" MA-MARS!Z |

HOW LONG AGO PIP
THEY GO MISSINGT

ABOUT 4 HOURS AGO.
SATELLITE IMAGERY SHOWS
THEIR ROVER PRARKEP EXACTLY
WHERE IT WAS EXPECTEP TO

YOU MUST BE MY NEW
MARINE! T'M COLONEL VAN ;
HELPEN, COMMANPFER OF THE N QO EITHER ROVER
CURTIS LEMAY. : s By [ TROL—IBLEcgg AMBUSH.

SIR! LANCE

{ CORPERAL KINC’HIP, :

REPORTING FOR
PUTY, SIR!




THE SARGENT
MAJOR TELLS ME
YOU'RE AN ANPROIP,
& THAT CORRECT?

FRASCINATING! YOU'RE OUR
FIRST.. WELL, IF YOU PON'T MINP
ME QF‘.Y[NG, "NON-HUMAN" FRE\N

MEMEBER.

BELIEVE IT OR

bl tite ok ¥ TNPEED! WELL, YOU'VE MET
J ! ' ) v
Mgl osiio 7 MASTER SARGENT MAJOR SHAW
AN STAFF SARGENT DI PALILO.
STAFF SARGENT WINTERS HERE
WILL BE YOU'RE R.T.O.

= NICE TO MEET
' 'YOM, LANCE CORFPORAL.
MATTER WHERE YOU
GWQ GO, I'LL BE THAT
LITTLE VS}I:‘%E; IN YOUR

AHH, WELL IT'S A
PLERSURE, STAFF
SARGENT.

JUST BE AWARE, T HAVE
THREE BUILT-IN RAPIO
| RECEIVERS, BUT IF YOU'P PREFER
& TO WHISPER IT TO ME PIRECTLY,
S THAT'S FINE TOO.




THE RIGHT KINP
OF SCRERMS
EITHER..

LISTEN, SON. T'M A PRETTY LAIP
BACK GUY. YOU HAVE TO BE WITH
THIS JOB. BUT THIS IS STILL A UNITEP

STATES AIR FORCE VESSEL, ANP T
TAKE THAT VERY SERIOUSLY. ‘

WHAT HAPPENS
' BETWEEN TWO APULTS, IN THIS
ENCLOSEVP SPACE FOR LONG PERIOPS OF

INTERFERE WITH OUR JOB, T WONT PUSH IT.
BUT IF T PO SEE IT, YOU'RE PONE.
LINPERSTOOPY

YES SIR,
SORRY, SIR. IT
WONT HAFPFPEN
AGAIN.

SARGENT MAJOR, WE'LL
HAVE A FULL MISSION BRIEF AT
1M30. GET THE LANCE CORFPORAL
AQUAITNEP AS BEST YOU CAN
LINTIL THEN.



PO WHAT YOUu
GOTTRA PO..

WHY WOULP YOU PO
THAT IN FRONT OF THE
COLONEL?

I'M SORRY! T
KNEW IT WAS
STUFPIP AS SOON
AS | SAIP IT..

THEN WHY
PP YOU KEEFP
FUCKING
TALKING!T

LIGTEN TO ME YOU
QPOIL-E.P PLINK!

I PIPN'T ASK TO

PON'T CARE WHO YOUR
~__PAPPY I8!

1IN FACT,
(PIPN'T WANT vou HERE
\AT Hé-ll.:_?.r NONE OF Us

T UNPERSTANP,
I'M SORRY!

SHAW STUCK HIS NECK
OUT FOR YOU! PON'T
APOLOGIZE TO ME,
APOLOGIZE TO HIM!




YERH, NO SHIT.

SO PO 'THE REST OF US,
SON. IT'S CALLEP BEING A GUY.
LEARN TO CONTROL IT. AT LERST

WHEN THERE'SG AN OFFICER

T AM SORRY.. T

HAVE A THING ABOUT \
ATTRACTIVE WOMEN ANP THIS
WHOLE THING IS KINPA :

OVERWHELMING.

PEET. TP <
JUST CALL YOU AN

AROUNV. FOR THE LOVE OF

"ASSHOLE".
GOov. '

GETTING :
REFRIMANPEP BY THE
COMMANPER 15 GECONPS AFTER
MEETING HIM.. PROBARBLY NOT A
GOOP FIRST IMPRESSION..

NO, PEFIANTLY NOT.
FOR ANY OF U&.

-
YOU EITHER GET YOUR .
ACT TOGETHER REAL FAST, OR
YOU SPENP THE REST OF YOUR
SYNTHETIC LIFE IN A STEEL CRGE
UNPER CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN,
UNPERSTOOP?

UNPERSTOOP.

PALIL, GET -
HIM SETTLED IN ANP

INTROPUCEP TO THE REST
OF TEAM. I'VE GOT TO GET
THE BUG-LIGHT BACK TO THE
ARMORY ANP HANPLE

=== SOME PAPERWORK.
--—'

PAFPERWORK?Y

PRETTY PAMN.. UNLESS
THINGS CHANGE, AS THE
COLONEL SAIP. BERIEFING AT
1M30. SEE YOU GUYS
THERE.




WE
LOOKS LIKE IT'M
STUCK WITH YOU, £SO YOU.
PO RS T SRARY ANV FPARY

ATTENTION. '

COMMON, T'LL GIVE
YOU THE BASIC TOUR T
GUESS.

FINE, UMM, ON A
SCALE OF ONE TO TEN.
ONE BEING A GENERIC SEVEN.. T GUESS. ANP -
SECURITY GUARP, ANP TEN ~ JUST SO YOU KNOW, ANY TIME THE
BEING.. 56-1..7 NEW GUY BRINGS UFP ANY POFPULAR SCI-FI
SHOW, GAME, BOOK, OR MOVIE. HE PAYS
THE WHOLE TEAMS TREB AT THE BARAR

THAT WAS
ALWAYS GETTING
THROWN ON ME NO MATTER
WHAT, ANP IT ANSGWEREP MY
) QUESTION SO... THE
SHIP..?




THIQ SHIP IS PRETTY OLP BELIEVE IT ~—

OR NOT. 92 YEARS OLP TO BE EXACT. WHEN IT

WAS BUILT, IT WAS PESIGNEP FOR SPIN GRAVITY.
_:-_;sr"' SINCE THEN, HOWEVER. IT'S BEEN MOPIFIEP ANP

“REFIT A FEW POZEN TIMES SO THINGS ARE A
. TL.E.. UNINTUITIVE..

RIGHT NOW, IN THIS
CENTRAL PART OF THE SHIP,
WE CALL IT THE HUB. WE'RE
FEELING EARTHS NATURAL
GRAVITY. ANP THAT'S GOING TO /

GO AWARY REAL SOON RS
WE HERP OUT. -

| i,

THE CENTRAL AXIS HERE,

NO MATTER WHAT IS ALWARYS A
MICRO-GRAVITY ENVIRONMENT, BUT
EVERYTHING ON THE OUTER EPGES OF
THE PECKS HAS ARTIFICIAL
GRAVITY.

i T

ONLY THE
CENTRAL HUB HERE |5
SUBJECT TO NATURAL

GRAVITY.

- D, =
HE ENGINES FENERATE
SOMEHOW. THAT'S ALL WAY
___ BEYONP ME.

EITHER WAY, IT TAKES :
SOME GETTING USE TO. SO ONCE
WE'RE IN THERE, PON'T BE AFRAIP TO GRAB
ON TO SOMETHING IF YOU FEEL LIKE YOU'RE
GOING TO FALL. YOU WOULPN'T BE
THE FIRST. .

PHONE ANP ANY ELECTRONICS..
BESIPES YOURSELF OFF ANP IN ONE
OF THE &LOTS THERE, ANP
FOLLOW ME.

THAT MAKES IT EASY <&
THEN! JUST GRAB ON TO THE ™
BRARS ANP PULL YOURSELF
THROUGH! IT'S A LOT OF FUN,
JHQT PON'T HIT YOUR

EACH HALF OF THE
HULL HAS FOUR MAIN
(¢ECTIONS, ANP EACH SECTION
B\ HAS AN INNER ANP OLTER

BTH HALVES HAVE

= R

" MY STUFF IN THE )

HOTEL -.

POES IT STILL
SFPIN.. ORY




_ : TWO, THIS FIRST HALF IS THE LAB ANP
(ARMORY. PR. LAPOINTE KINPA THINKS OF THIS AS

WE ALSO KEEP A BUNCH OF OUR
E.V.A SUITS IN HERE, ANF THE
QUARTERMASTER HAS THE PORSAL
QUAPRANT, BOTH PECKS.

"LOOK TO YOUR RIGHT HERE, WE FOUND
THAT RECENTLY. THE POC THINKS IT'S
IMPORTANT SOMEHOW.. IT BETTER BE..

POCTOR LAPOINTE THINKS
FROM PERU, BUT IT'S GOT
EGYFPTIAN-LIKE WRITING ON IT, ANP |5
LIKE 20,000 YEARRS OLP. HE'S BEEN
ZSTARING AT IT FOR THE PAST 3

MONTHS.

THOSE ARE
ALIENS! IS THAT
REALLY WHAT THEY
LOOK LIKE!?Z .

BUT NOT "THEM!". BUT QUITE A FEW
F’E-OF’_IFE ON BOARV HRAVE.

LP, YOU'LL HAVE PLENTY

OF TIME TO LEARN THE PETAILS |

RIGHT NOW, THE BASICS. PAY S
ATTENTION, IT'S A BIG SHIP.

RIGHT.. &8O




ASIPE FROM THAT,

WE ALSO HAVE A BUNCH OF
TOOLS ANP SHIT IN HERE. ANYTHING
BRERAKS, WE HAVE TO FIX IT

OURSELVES A LOT OF THE

MAIN
ENGINEERING ON THE OTHER ‘
SIPE OF THE SHIF HAS BETTER
STUFF, BUT ITF YOU NEEP A
SCREWPRIVER OR SOMETHING. USE
WHHTEVER,BJEQT FEIATEET,

CK. ‘

CoOoL, GO0V TO
KNOW.

ENLISTEP GALLEY
IS HERE. PRETTY SELF
EXPLANATORY. STANPARP MILITARY

. A PAY, BUT THERE'S ALWAYS
- SOMETHING OUT.

T CAN EAT A THINK THEY'RE WATER TANKS,
SMALL AMOUNT OF {g{j
FOOP NOW ANP THEN, e
BUT IT'S NOT REALLY .
GO0V EOR ME...GOT

= SMALL ONE, YEAH. IT'S ON
THE OUTER PECK HERE. IT'S
SORT OF AN OPEN SECRET
THOUGH, ITF YOU KNOW
WHAT | MERN.

’:

=

g




-'NL-IQTE-P QHHRTER&. WE'RE
GONg]‘H GO POWN THE LAPPER

HVIRECTION, TOWARPS THE
' BOTTOM OF THE SHIP.

WHAT N
ABOUT THE
OTHER SIPET

TECHNICALLY, THE
MANUAL SAYS GRAB ONTO

THE TOFP ANP SWING POWN, BUT '

I FINP USING THE FAR EN
EHQIEI;_VWHHTEVER WORKQ

JUST BE
CAREFUL, THE GRHVIT‘V ;
KICKS IN PRETTY ABRUPTLY,
PEOPLE SHVE FF\L-L-EN -

HIS 1€
—THE INNER PEC’K
CREW COMPARTMENT.

HESE SLEEP POPS ARE THE
\SAME ONES THEY HAVE AT
NEB-: hpﬂﬂ%l‘l'. S0 YOU SHOULY BE

THEY OPERATE.

/T PON'T KNOW
(HOW MUCH "SLEEP™"
ANPROIPS NEED, IF

ANY?

QUARTERS ANP

THHT'Q WHERE ALL ™
INITORS ARE, WE RUN
OHR TCJC’ OUT OF THERE, PO
BRIEFINGS, THINGS L-IKE THAT.
PAST THAT IS THE
COMMANP PECK.

HE OTHER &IPE HAS
HE INFIRMARY, OFFICERS
GALLEY, MAIN
ENGINEERING, CARGO BAY, ANP |
AN gl.éxn..nxb COMMANP _

I'M SURE I CAN
FIGURE IT OUT.

S
JUST NEEP A LOT
LEZS, A LOT LEZS

OFTEN.




AsS C.J. STEFFEPF ONTO THE FLOOR, HE INSTANTLY
FELT PIZZY ANP OFF BALANCE AS A SIPE EFFECT OF
THE ARTIFICIAL GRAVITY

WORH! OK, THAT 1&
KINPA STRANGE.

7 HANG ONTQO THE — -
'LAPPER FOR A SECONP IF - s - . thes,
VYOU HAVE TO, IT POES I'M GOOP,
»HELP. ; PON'T THINK MY
: GYROS LIKEP THAT, AT
: ' R - _ ALL.. T THINK THEY'VE
IT POES THE - /, AP JIUSTED NOW,
SAME THING TO THE \ ! THOUGH.
FHUMAN INNER EAR, BUT YOU 3 /
GET USE TO IT PRETTY QUICK. IF
YOU'RE GONNA PUKE, THE .
HEAPS ARE RIGHT THERE .
BEHINP YOU

EITHER WAY, WE'RE IN THE
" REP ONES, YOU'RE IN THE 4TH
: FROM THE TOP.

4TH FROM THE
TOP. GOT IT.

SECTION. THEY'RE CRAMPEP, BUT

THEY'RE PRIVATE ANP THE W'HTER

\GETS REALLY HOT. BATHROOMS
ARE UP LHE—RE,_ LIKE T

-

I PON'T SUPPOSE
THEY'P LET ME SEE
THE.. T PON'T KNOW. THE }

SCHEMATICS FOR THIS




CORPORAL KINCAIP,
EVERYONE JUST
CALLS ME C.J..

¥ CORPORAL BILL APLER..

I LIKE TURTLES..

YES. TURTLES
ARE GOOP.

KISS MY
RSS, Z.

SO YOU'RE A
ROBOT, HUHT

PO YOU HAVE A
CHARGING PORT?Z IF &0O...
POES IT FEEL BOOP WHEN -
YOU PLUG IT IN? ~ THAT'S A
REALLY, REALLY

WEIRP QUESTION TO
ASK ANYONE YOU
~__ JUST MET..
B

ABOUT 70,000 YERARS,
S0...




TIMMY, C..1, C.J ‘

JIMMY . yYOu TWO HRE OUR

SNIPERS.

YOU'LL BE WORKING
TOGETHER A LOT.




“VEAH.. GURE.

WE GOT MISSION
BR!EFIN&-’SIN OPS AT

: OHH! NOW I GET IT! WHAT
e  YOU SAIP EARLIERT NOW YOU'VE
GOT TWO ARROGANT ASSHOLES £
TO PEAL WITH.. -

g YEAH.. IT.. ANYWAY,
WHAT WAS THART ACTUALLY
ABOUT?

7 YOU KNOW WHAT? THE
FACT YOU ACKNOWLEPGEP
THAT GIVES ME SOME HOFPE

FOR YOU.

TOTAL JESUS-FREAK.. WHICH,
GIVEN THIS SHIPS PAST.. PROBABLY
NOT A BHI‘F;=l ESESGY To HFNE

YOL«!'L-L- BE REAP-IN
ON THAT EVENTUALLY.
NORMALLY WE'P PO THAT FIRST, BUT)
IT LOOKS LIKE WE'RE ON THE
CLOCK.




TVE GOT / r g
&0 MANY QUESTIONG. . . THE CONPENZED

WHAT HISTORY?Y ( VERSION IS THIS WAS A
i SORT OF "ENSLAVEMENT
SHIP".. IT WAS BUILT TO

ENSLAVE HUMANITY.

HOW MUCH
THAN THAT?

THAT THING YOU'RE
PAP'S COMPRNY

"PIQEZ'CCI)VE:REK';'. THE

B -FIELP"?

-
". YERH, OF

I
> COURGE.. SFENT MOST OF MY
LIFE HERRING ABOUT IT.. OVER ANP
OVER.. ANP OVER. "THE SOURC
OF THE sOuUL"

WELL, IT'S SOMETHING THAT'S ¢ H

BEEN KNOWN ABOUT BY A FEW
FOR A VERY LONG TIME..

I THINK IT'S IMPORTANT
YOU KNOW ANP UNPERSTANP
EXACTLY WHAT WE'RE UFP
AGARINST.

YOU ASKEP IF
WE WERE FIGHTING
ALIENST THE ANSWER IS NO,
BECRUSE WE CAN'T. NOT
PIRECTLY, ANP NOT YET

THEY CAN

CONTROL ANP MANIPULATE THAT =
FIELP. IF WE TRY TO FIGHT THEM,
THEY CAN JUST.. TAKE OVER OUR

MINPS. SHUT US OFF.

HIS& SHIP WAS BUILT SO N
HEIR FOLLOWERS COULP HELFP
THEM.. HOW PO T EXPLAIN THIS
WITHOUT SOUNPING CRAZY ..
HARVEST OUR SOULS.

THE HOW ANP WHY, POESN'T
REALLY MATTER. FRANKLY, T PON'T
EVEN GET IT.



S0.. WHAT PO
WE ACTUALLY POY ANP
WHJQZON'T THEY STOP

“BECRUSE THEY
L CAN'T EITHER.

THEY'RE NOT
ALL BAP, BUT THERE ARE
FEWER GOOV ONES THAN BAP
ONES. AT LERAST FOR THE
TIME BEING.

THE GOOP ONES PO SEEM
TO HAVE THE BETTER EQUIPMENT
THOUGH, ANP THEY'VE HAP AN
AGREEMENT FOR THOUSANPS OF YEARARS
THAT EARTH CANNOT BE PIRECTLY
ATTACKEP WITHOUT INCURRING
THEIR WRATH.

BASICALLY, MUTUALLY
RASSUREP PESTRUCTION. THE
/ AGREEMENT ACTUALLY ALIGNS WITH BF’.QIC‘
MARITIME RULES IN A LOT OF WARYS, ANP ONLY \
THE UNITEP STATES IS RECOGNIZEP IN THE
AGREEMENT IN TERMS OF SHIPS, ANP THE

PROTECTEP SHIPS ARE LISTEP BY
NAME. THIS SHIF IS BRSICALLY,
STOLEN.

TF
YOI.-I FINISH THAT
SENTENCE, YOU HAVE TO
BUY THE WHOLE SHIPS TAB.
RS OF NOW, YOU'RE UFP TO
BUYING FOR JUST US,

_ THE ALIENS, THE

g BAP ONES. THEY
BELIEVE THE OTHERS ARE \
ON THEIR WAY ANP THAT |V
THEY'RE RUNNING OUT OF

\ TIME TO COMPLETE
N THEIR OBJIECTIVE.

A
THORN IN THEIR SIPE, PELAY
THCE:M, PO ANYTHING WE

OK, WHAT OBJECTIVEY




C..J. SAIP NOTHING IN RETURN, JUST TLURNEP, GAVE |
JIMMY THE MIPPLE FINGER, ANP TURNEP BACK. v

LOOK, T'M THE NEW
GuY, T GET IT. ANP T
UNPERSTAND T WAGN'T

PRARTNER?Y

ANPROIP THING FREAKS HIM
T, ANP HE'S CONVINCEP

YOUR INITIALS BEING "C.I"
MAKE YOU THE
ANTICHRIST.

RETARP. MY
INITIALS ARE

THAT GUY
WHO SHOT AT ME
WHEN I WAS SIX T TOLP

MY FIRST CAR WAS A
72074 911 GT2 RS WITH THE
RETRO BOPY KIT ANP FULL

.. THE ONE T HAVE.. 850
FOR THE BASE MOVEL, BEFORE
THE LIFGRAPES.

h

YOU'RE TELLING ME HE'S
REALLY JUST BEING A JEALOUS

BITCHE




I PIPN'T MEAN TO
BRAG, I JUST REALLY LOVE
THAT CAR. BUT FAIR

ENOUGH.

NOW IF T WANTEV TO
BRAG, JUST FOR SAKE OF
EXAMPLE I'P TALK ABOUT

SOMETHING MUCH RARER ANP
MORE EXPEQNS%IVE:, LIKE THE

REALLY?Y THE 9595!
WERE BEAUTIFUL! THAT'S

THE WORLP! YOU PON'T
REALLY HAVE ONE, PO

UHH, T CAN ERSILY
BUT PON'T HAVE MY
PHONE, IT'G..

RIGHT! TN THE

ACTUALLY, T
LEFT MY PHONE BACK AT THE
Yy HOTEL YOU GUYS PICKEP ME UP
(FROM. THEY TOLP ME TO. TELL YOU
WHAT, T ASSUME WE'LL GET THE
CHANCE EVENTUALLY. T'LL TRAKE
YOU FOR A RIPE IN IT.

FUCKING BETTER! T
PON'T KNOW WHAT “
YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT, A8
Z. T LOVE THIS KIP

ALREAPY! ' “




BILL, WHY PON'T
YOU SHOW C.J. THE REST
OF THE SHIP, GET HIM SET UP
IN THE ARMORY ANP WHAT-NOT.
YOU TWO CAN GEEK OUT OVER
CARS YOU'LL NEVER BE ABLE
TO F\FFOR\Z&'HE WILL, YOU

YERH, SURE THING
BOsS!

ALSO, GET HIM TO THE
QUARTERMASTER. SOUNPS X
LIKE WE'RE GOING TO MARS, SO
HE'LL NEEV TO BE FITTEV FOR
AN E.V.A. SUIT.

A

¥COOoL, SO, IT ONLY
TAKES A FEW MINUTES TO
SEE THE WHOLE SHIP.

WANNA PO THAT FIRST?
=N
SURE, UNLESS THE

ARMORY IS FILLEP WITH
COOL, ALIEN LASER GUNS. IN

WHICH CRSE, LASER GUNS
FIRST.

P HEY BILL! WHAT PO
7 YOU SAY YOU SHOW ME
ROUNP THIS SHIP BEFORE T
(HAVE TO BUY AN ENTIRE
\BREWERY TO KEEP UP?
BECAUSE I PON'T THINK

I THINK THAT'S
PROBABLY SMART,
THEN AGAIN... HAVING

YOU PARY FOR US
FOREVER WOULP BE
CONVENIENT..




( WELL, WHAT PO
A YOU THINK?T

E'S : -
CLERARLY GOT A CHIF
ON HI& SHOULPER, BUT
_FINPZ ME A HIGH SPEEP
OPERATOR WHO /
POESN'T.

FROM WHAT T
REAP IN HIS FILE, HE
WAS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE
TO EVEN TALK TO &0 MUCH
INGTRUCT. HE POESN'T SEEM
JTHAT BAP TO ME AT ALL,
BILL SEEMS TO LIKE

HE'S ALSO -

h, OBVIOUSLY RS GREEN
AS THEY COME. BUT THAT'S
NOT A PEAL BREAKER FOR ME.
THERE'S NO CORRECT TRAINING FOR
THIS.. AT THE ENP OF THE PAY, WE,
WONT KNOW UNTIL WE WORK _~
WITH HIM FOR A WHILE..

I'M ACTUALLY MORE
WORRIEP ABOUT JIMMY.
COMMON, PI.
RANPY'S PEATH HIT HIM
HARP, WE ALL CAN SEE IT.

CONCERNEP, NOT
~_ GONNA LIE.

MM.. YERH, T
BET YOU HAVE..

JIMMY'S ONE
OF THE BEST PAMN
SHOOTERS I'VE EVER
KNOWN. IF IT'S HIM OR THE
ROBOT.. T'P BE INCLINEP TO - HEY,
KEEF HIM. JUST MY 4 YOU KNOW WHAT?T NO, FUCK
___ OPINION. \ - THAT. HE'LL EITHER WORK WITH THE
: - ' TEAM OR HE'S OQUT. SIMPLE RAS. HE
POESN'T GET TO PICTATE
ANYTHING.

WE PIPN'T AGK FOR
HIM, BUT C.J. IS PRART OF THE

YOU'RE THE
BOSS. WANT ME
TO TALK TO
HIM?Z

TEAM NOW... AT LEAST FOR NOW,
HE'G GONNA HAVE TO GET
USE TO IT.




YO! POC! THIS 1S THE

20,000 YEARRS OLP? WHAT
1S IT? LOOKS EGYFPTIAN...

VANPENBERG
CONTROL. BLUE
EAGLE-1, ALL SYSTEMS
G0 FOR MARS
PEFPARTURE.

HUHZ OHH..
OHH! YEARH, HI. POCTOR
WAYNE LAFPOINTE. YOU CAN
C'ALL ME PALE.

T'M REAL =
CLOSE, T KNOW )

SOMEWHERE ALONG THE
LINE, THAT MORFHEP INTO
"PALE" PON'T ASK.

RELIEF. AT LEAST 20,000

EARS OLP. T BELIEVE IT'S A

PEPICTION OF THE BINPING OF
SHEMIHAZAH




THAT'S RIGHT! T'M
SURPRISEP YOU KNOW THAT.
YOU MARINES AREN'T EXACTLY
KNOWN FOR YOUR ARCARPEMIC
PROWESS.

ANYWAY,
THIS SEEMS TO
PEPICT THE ARRIVAL
OF MICHEAL.

”'il'*- ANYWAY, WHAT POWERS THE

— LIGHTS? :

NQ, THE SHIP. IT'S
ENGINES OR WHATEVER THEY
ARE. THEY'RE GLOWING.

> NO.. THEY'RE NOT.
HAT ARE YOU TALKING

YOU THINK T
HAVEN'T PONE THAT?
ARE YOU JUST MESSING WITH
ME? PPIP PAUL PUT YOU UP
TO THIST




NO
DUPE, I'M TELLING
S0U. T CAN SEE TWO

T PON'T SEE IT
EITHER, POC...

" ~ L CAN SEE POWN TO
—»~ ABOUT 1000NM, WELL INTO
. I'M TELLING YOU, THERE

NO, IT'S ONE
ZOLIP PIECE.

I PON'T THINK THAT'S THE _
CRSE. T THINK IT'S PRESS-FIT IN
THERE. T CAN SEE THE SEAM

“FROM HERE..

; "'r?u? vou TRY, YOu
“KNOW, JUST PULLING HARPER?

THANKS FOR YOUR INPUT,
MARINE. BUT WE'RE NOT GONNA

SHIT, POC. MIGHT RS
WELL GIVE IT A TRY.




ET -
LEAVE THE POCTOR

STARTS FREAKING OUT,
GET YOU SET UP WITH

NORMALLY, IF
YOU'RE GOING TO THE
ARMORY, WE COME
POWN THE OTHER
LAPPER. JUST SO




RS YOU CAN

SEE, WE PON'T HAVE

MUCH, BUT WE HAVE WHAT l
WE NEEP.

AR-FPATTERN RIFLES ARE ON
THE ENPS. EVERYTHING IS IN 6.8.
4165 ANP BRN-H&. SHOTGUNS HERE, 4
REMINGTON 8705, NOTHING FANCY. M215 S8
IN THERE, THERE'S AN MRAP ANP A
COUPLE .505 RS WELL.

SIPE ARMS ARE IN THE
PRAWERS POWN BELOW. GLOCK 175
ANP M9S5S MOSTLY. FEW OTHER THINGS
THROWN IN. THE CRASES UP TOP THERE
ARE CARL GUSTAF RECOILLESS
RIFLES ANP RB-57 NLAWS.,

THE VERY BOTTOM PRAWERS
HAVE TWO M2HBS EACH ON EITHER
SIPE.. UHHH. MBOET7S, M278, AND M2504
FOR SQUAP WEARPONS. GRENAPES, C6,
CLAYMORES, POOR CHARGES, THERMITE,
STUFF LIFE THAT IS ON THE OUTER PECK
WITH THE MAGS ANP AMMO... ANP OF

W
NOT THE ONE WITH AN
(ARMORY FILLEP WITH P-904&
N\ TELLING PEOPLE T CAN'T
MENTION IT..

N}

MY FAVORITE RIFLE
1S THE MK-14, GOT
ANY OF THOSE?

\BEING, T PON'T WANT THIS
N EA-SHOOTE

P-90s5! YO, SCREW
THAT! WE'RE REMOVING
ONE BAR TAB. T WAS

———— -
| W oo .
i REALLY! RULES ARE

RULES! ANP T'LL NEVER TURN
POWN FREE PRINKS!

LOOK, IF THF\T'
WHAT YOU WANT TO RUN ‘

WITH, THAT'S FINE. WE WONT
TELL YOU IT'S WRONG IF THAT'S
WHAT YOU'RE PROFICIENT
WITH’ng—F WE GOT BETTER

NO, BUT IF YOU WANT,
WHEN WE GET BACK YOU CAN
BRING YOUR OWN RIFLE. THAT'S

WHAT JIMMY POES.

GOOP CALL. ANYTHING IN THIS
CRSE IS UP FOR GRABS, WE KEEFP
OUR ALREAPY SET-UP STUFF ON THE

OTHER SIPE.



C.J. LOOKEP OVER THE RIFLES
BRIEFLY BEFORE GRABBING ONE.

: ALRIGHT, COOL.

JUST SET IT ON THE TRABLE
HERE ANP WE'LL HAVE POUG,
THE ARMORER SIGN IT OUT

JUST GOTTA FINP HIM.. IF WE CAN'T, FRANK,
THE QUARTERMASTER CAN SIGN IT OUT

WE'RE GOING TO
MARS? EVER BEEN
THERET?T

NO, T WANTEP TO FOR
MY 15TH BIRTHPAY, BUT
MY PAP FREAKEP OUT. THE
C‘%h_;_\zPROMTQE- WARS THE

PROBRELY. HEY, THAT'S
SOMETHING T WAS GONNA
ASK, BUT EVERYTHING 1S
HAFPFENING SO FAST. HOW
LONG WILL IT TAKE THIS
SHIPT TO GET TO MARST

-

AWAY IN A FEW PRAYS.
WHAT'S REALLY WEIRP 1S
WHEN THIS BECOMES

OHH YEARH, MANY
TIMES. YOUT?

A TERRIBLE,

SPOOR YOU. T CAN'T
A\ EVEN IMAGINE SUCH
HORROR..

=

THREE MONTHS
THERE, THREE BACK ON A
ROCKET.. NOT WORTH IT FOR
REP SANP ANP ROCKS. YOU
GOT THE BETTER PEAL.

y NOT LONG. PEFPENPS
5 N

HOW PESFPERATE WE
ARE TO GET THERE.
FPROBRBLY THREE OR
FOUR HOURS, TOPS.




BUT WE CAN'T FIGHT THE
ALIENS, RIGHT?

ACTUALLY HRAVE A
BRAIN, THOUGH. T HAVE A 3
CPUS ANP FOUR REPUNPANT

HARPWARE.

WHY WOULP THAT
BE HILARIOUS?

~~ OHH, T HAVE NO
/IPEAR. USUALLY IT'S
(BECALISE IT INVOLVES THE
M \ALIENS, OR SOMETIMES THE
. Yeit Ql_gOTHEY’RE OUT HERE

OUR BRAINS OFF. YOU'VE
HEARP UFO ABPUCTION
STORIES, RIGHT? IT'S LIKE
THAT. WE JUST WAKE UP

P WITH MISSING TIME. BUT WE

OHH! NOW IT
MAKES SENSE WHY
THEY WANTEP YOU SO
BAPLY! YOU MIGHT ACTUALLY
BE IMMUNE TO THEIR MINP
BEAMS! THAT'P BE
HILARIOUS!

THEY HATE Bl
WE ALWAYS ASSUMEPR IT WAS
BECAUSE THEY GOT WIPEP OUT BY
IT. THAT'S WHRAT THEY'VE TOLP US,
BUT IT'M STARTING TO
WONPER..

PP YOUR PAP i ;
PESCRIBE HIM LOOKING A Y

LOT LIKE THE ALIENS ON

NO, BUT WE'RE
AWARE OF HIM. HE'S
ONE OF THE GOOVP ONES
FROM WHAT WE CAN

TELL.

YERH, 50 PO T..
T GUESS IT'S AN EASY




P NO.. BUT &TILL. T
GET WHERE HE'S
C'CJVMINC-J' FROM IN A

I'VE SEEN.. THE
MOVIES. T GET WHY
PEOFPLE ARE AFRAIP

OF ME.

OHH, FUCK YES.

I'M NOT BUILT FOR VACUUM. T'P
SURVIVE A LOT LONGER THAN YOU, BUT
IT'P SUCK PONKEY BALLS. MY SKIN

WOULP CRACK ANP SHIT, NOT

PLEASANT.

I ACTUALLY
PON'T KNOW ANP PON'T
PARTICULARLY CARE TO

FINP OUT.

YEARAH, T GOT WHAT YOou
MEANT. THAT MIGHT ACTUALLY
NOT BE A BAP IPEA, HONESTLY IF IT'M
GONNA BE OUT HERE.. CHANGING
SUBJECTS. WEREN'T WE SUPPOSE TO
. BE LOOKING FOR SOME GUY
' NAMEP POUGT

HEY, NICE SAVE
THERE. UMM, THIS MIGHT

(BE A PUMB QUESTION. BUT PO

YOU EVEN NEEP AN E.V_A.
SUIT?

UGHH.. WOULP IT
HEAL, OR, LIKE, SLOSGH
OFE?

— IS IT WEIRP IF T
BAKINPA PO7 YOU KNOW,
JUST TO KNOW?

WHILE IT'S ON YOU. T
MERAN, LIKE A SAMFPLE OR
SOMETHING NAILEP TO A
- JUST TO SEETY YOU
KNOW WHAT?
NEVER-MINP.

FORCE, MAN. CAN'T EVEN BE
BOTHEREVP TO BE IN THEIR PAMN




by -s£ti&ii5-££ -ﬁ 1 J-Haf
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P’ OHH, REALLYZ YOU

WCAN'T?Z WELL, GUESS '-

AWHAT?Z IT AIN'T FUCKING {
A LIP TO YOU.

Yy 7))

JIMMY.. YOUR TRACK RECORP
FOR "GUT FEELINGS! 1& LESS THAN
STELLAR.




YOU KNOW WHAT?Y
HE SCARES ME TOO, IT'M
PRETTY SURE HE COULP RIF US
ALL IN HALF WITH VERY LITTLE

LOOK, IF IT MAKES YOU
FEEL BETTER. CONSIPER YOUR
JOB TO BE KEEFING AN EYE ON
HIM. AFTER ALL, T POUBT ANYONE
ON-BORARP KNOWS MORE
ABOUT THAT BOOK THAN

L

> ALRIGHT, WELL TOUGH

SHIT, THEN! YOU'VE BEEN OFF
SINCE RANPY PIEP. T NEEP TO
KNOW, RIGHT NOW IF YOU'RE GOOP

OR NOT. IF NOT, I'LL FINP

' SOMEONE WHO |15,

JIMMY, STOP. YOU PON'T
HAVE TO BE BEST FRIENPS, BUT
YOU ARE GOING TO WORK
TOGETHER. IF YOU CAN'T HANPLE
THAT. I'LL FINP SOMEONE WHO

THIS BEHAVIOR IS
ENTIRELY UNPROFESSIONAL
ANP IT ENPS RIGHT NOW,

UNPERSTOOP?

SOMETHING WRONG, KEEFP YOUR
OFPINIONS TO YOURSELF. T WONT HAVE
YOU THROWING OUT BASELESS
\\ ACCUSATIONS AT MY MARINES.
\ SYNTHETIC OR OTHERWISE.

AP
Al

r
¥ WORP I'VP USE, BUT YERH,
\FINE. IT'M NOT GOING TO BE ALL




POESN'T &STRIKE ME AS THE
"WARM ANP FUZZY" TYPE

) 2 ]
I PON'T CARE IF YOU
TWO HATE EACH OTHER ANP
NEVER SPERAK TO ERACHOTHER, OR IF
YOU SPENP ALL NIGHT BLOWING EACH
OTHER. ALL I CARE ABOUT |I& WHEN
WE'RE POWN RANGE, YOU TWO
AREN'T BUTTING HERPS.

WHAT PIP T JUST
SAYT

YOU KNOW.. T HAVE
A GUT FEELING TOO.
SOMETHING TELLS ME YOU TWO
ARE GONNA ENP UP BEING BEST
FRIENPS. CAN'T REALLY
EXPLAIN WHY. MAYEBE IT'S
GOP'S WILL? \

MAYBE NOT.
I JUST NEEP YOU
FOCUSEP ANP ON
- ASK.

¥ EH, EMBRACE THE
SUCK, RS THEY SAY.

YEARH, WE'RE
GO0V, MAN. YOU

I'M GONNA HOLP




LOOK AT THAT!
EVERYONE'S ON TIME FOR
C?N'CEJr COOL! 5O HERE'S THE
SITUARTION.

' AT AROUND 0320 —~
THTIS MORNING, TWO
- AMERICAN GEOLOGISTS,

ALONG WITH FOUR OF THEIR
RESERRCH STUPENTS WERE
CONPUCTING A SURVEY F'.BOL-IT
135 KLICKS NORTH-ERST
OF GALE.

: THEY WERE IN _
CONSTANT CONTACT WITH
i/ THEIR COLLERGUES BACK AT
\\THE NEW JAMESTOWN COLONY.
RIGHT WP UNTIL THEY
WEREN'T.

THE ROVERS
TELEMETRY-LINK
' STRAYEP ONLINE FOR A FEW N
MORE SECONPS THOUGH. WHAT \
CAME THROUGH WRS INPICATIVE |
OF A HIGH-SPEEP IMPACT,
PESFPITE THE FACT THE
ROVER WASN'T
MOVING.




UNCLERAR. TWO g‘
ESTONIAN ESTSOF OPERATORS
WERE Rurx_lrr;l_zgﬁ P.&.P. WITH

UNFORTUNATELY, IT LOOKS
LIKE COMPLACENCY |S GONNA BITE
US IN THE BALLS ON THIS ONE. THEY :
WEREN'T RECORPING THE TRANSMISSION, SO) -
WE ONLY HAVE THE WITNESS ACCOUNTS  / !
FROM THE PEOPLE WHO HERRV THE _~
TRANSMISSION.

VERY
POSSIBLE. IT WAS ONE

OF THOSE FANCY,
HIGH-PERFORMANCE MOVELS. THE
PETAILS ARE IN THE FILES THERE.
ALONG WITH THE NAMES ANP
PICTURES OF EVERYONE IN
THAT ROVER.

REGARPLESS, THE _
NEXT NEAREST H.SB.yF\QQET

ENOUGH SUPPLIES FOR
QEVERF\L PAYS, HOWEVER IF "

ON TOFP OF
ALL THAT, THERE'S A
SANPSTORM COVERING HALF
THE PLANET RIGHT NOW, ANP IT'S
STATIC CHARGE 1S WELL BEYONP
OUR PRIVES SAFE LIMITS, SO WE
CAN'T PUT YOU IN PIRECTLY.
WE'RE SETTLING
INTO MARS ORBIT NOW. IN
7 ABOUT 15 MINUTES WE'LL LINK UP
WITH THE PESTROYER U.S.S.
ARES, WHICH WILL TAKE YOU POWN
TO THE ESTONIAN COMPOUNP AT THE
OUTSKIRTS OF THE GALE REGION,
ONLY 20 KLICKS FROM THE




—

THE TERRAIN 1S
PRETTY ROUGH OUT THERE AS
WELL, THERE'S AN R.T.G. SERVICE
ROAP THAT'LL TAKE YOU ARBOUT 1/4 OF
THE WAY THERE FROM THE
COMPOUNP. THEN IT'S ALL

=

FROM >
THERE, THE ESTONIANS
HAVE GRACIOUSLY OFFEREP
TO LET US USE THEIR

ROVER.

YOUR
MISSION 1S COMBAT
SEARCH ANP RESCUE, PLAIN
ANP SIMPLE. THE PEOFPLE BACK

\. INSISTENT, ANP CONSISTENT
~~ ABOUT WHAT THEY
HERRP.

THEY'RE PRETTY
SURE THEY HERRP
GUNSHOTS ANP PANICKEP
SCRERAMS ACCOMPANIER BY
PHRASES LIKE "OHH MY
copim

WE'VE GOT

PLENTY OF IMRGES OF IT
BEFORE THE SANPSTORM ROLLEP

IN.

WE PO HAVE LIVE RAPAR

IMAGINARY OF THE AREAR, BUT THE
RESOLUTION ISN'T VERY GO0OP. BAP
ANGLE, WE'RE WORKING TO CLEAR

IT UP, BUT PON'T GET YOUR

HOPES UP.

THE ROVER |S RIGHT
WHERE IT'S LAST KNOWN

TELEMETRY SAIP IT WAS. IT
APPEARS TO BE RIGHT SIPE UP,
POSSIBLE IN A PITCH OR STUCK

THAT MEANS NO
I.5.R. OR COMMS FOR
THEM EITHER. LETS FIGHT IN
THE GHHPE:'I'_E;‘!\_?ICOOL- WITH

IF THERE'S

NO FURTHER
QUESTIONS, GERR UP,
MARINES. BRING EM

ON A ROC‘TKE.IT'Q HARV TO

e

I WISH WE HAP MORE
INFO FOR YOU, BUT WE
PON'T. YOU'LL JUST HAVE

TO MAKE IT WORK.







SO, WE GOT A
WARGER GOINGT WRECKEP
ROVER OR CHINESE AMBUSHT
I GOT 50 ON WRECKEP,
ANOTHER 25 IF THEY WERE
PRUN




---WOOOOW!!!
THIS IS AMAZING!

- - <
il
RARES, : &
BUTCHER ONE. PARTNER % _
" FORCE IS A NOW SHOW. SEE "f’. 4

IF You C‘F\l\& E'iﬁ’ga EM FOR 4

ONE COPIES, ARES. |
APVISE UGS OF ANY
_CHANGES, OUT..

I GOT A ROLL OF
PET-CORV. SAY THE WORP,
BOsSS. WE'LL GET THAT
POOR OFPEN.

I COULP
PROBABLY JUST
FORCE IT OPEN.






S0... WE'RE
ALONE..

---SHALL WE
PLEPGE ALLEGIANCE
TO SATAN NOW?Y

PEFEFFETT!!
AHHAHAHAHAHA!

- IT'S YOUR

3 \ REACTION THAT |&!
e -

REALLY?T T
JUST PIP!

ro you
NEEP A HUG?
SOME HOT




HONEST QUESTION,
I WANT AN HONEST ANSWER.

ZSURE, WHY NOT? JUAT
REMEBER TO BRING A FIRE
EXTINGUISHER, TOUGH! JUST TN

WAIT, PO YOou -
B REALLY THINK..Z WHAT PO
\YOU THINK WOULP
HAPFPEN..T

MMM... NAH!

I'M PRETTY SURE
THESE PROXIMITY COMMS
CAN'T BE TURNEP OFF,

SO YOU'RE STUCK

ANYWAY, HOW'S YOUR
PRY GOING?

PERSONALLY. T
BASICALLY JUST GOT ABPUCTEP
BY A UFO, THROWN IN TO A TEAM OF GUYS
WHO T PON'T KNOW ANP PON'T REALLY WANT ME
AROUNP, NOTHING WAS REALLY EXPLAINEP TO ME,
ANP AM NOW STANPING ON MARS WITH A GUN ANP
SOME GUY WHO THINKS I'M THE ANTICHRIST..
ALL TO AVOIP A COURT MARTIAL THAT T_~
PROBAREBLY PESERVEP. '

..50 IT'S BEEN A
WEIRP ONE FOR ME.. COULP
SAY I'M A LITTLE FREAKEP

OUT.. ;
FEEL BETTER. WHAT LITTLE T
HEARP TOPRAY.. I'P STANP BESIPE

A GUY LIKE YOU OVER "THEM!"
ANY PAY. EVEN KNOWING

YERH
WE ARE! T CAN

ME ALREAPY!

>~ OK, LOOK. WE

CAN SNUGGLE A
\LITTLE, BUT NOTHING

\_CREEPY. _



THIS 1& POCTOR LAPOINTE, LOG
0273.. THE PATE & AUGUST 15TH, 2080. THE
TIME € 13:17, T AM PROCEEPING WITH
EXAMINATION OF THE ARTIFACT PESIGNATED
pP—7-7 ALPHA-6-2. -

{CONCLUPEP THAT IT IS NOT ONE SOLIP
PIECE AS PREVIOUSLY PETERMINEP.
RATHER IT APFERARS TO PRESS FIT IN
WITH EXTRAORPINARY CLOSE
TOLERANCES.

BEFORE I PROCEEP
WITH REMOVAL OF THE "GHIP" T
WOULP LIKE TO NOTE, BEGRUPGINGLY THAT T
PIP NOT MAKE THIS PISCOVERY ALONE. ONE OF
THE MARINES ON BOARP POINTEP SUGGESTEP HE
SAW LIGHT EMITTING FROM THE TWO POLISHEP
SPEHERS.. T REGRET, T PON'T RECALL HIS
NAME. "A.J" OR SOMETHING LIKE

T AM NOW ATTEMPTING TO THAT.
LOOSEN THE FIT WITH A GENTLE
ROCKING MOTION... IT'M NOT FEELING ANY
PLAY IN THE GAPS... I'M ALSO NOTING A
LAYER OF PUST FALLING INTO THE GARFPS RS
I ROCK IT BACK ANP FORTH..

OK! WOARH.. T JUST
. OBSERVEP THE ENTIRE SECTION MOVE,
ACCOMPANIEP BY A VERY CLEAR, AUPIBLE )
THUNK. ALMOST LIKE AN AIR TIG'HT
SEF\L WAS BROKEN..

=

THE: "SHIP" POES APPERR TO
BE FREE NOW... BUT VERY TIGHT
STILL. T WILL NOW TRY TO CAREFULLY
2 LEFT IT OUT OF IT'S SLOT ANP TURN IT




WOW! UMM._ T
BELIEVE THIS TO BE..

THIS APPERRS
TO BE ONE OF THE
ENERGY WEAFPONS, OR
POSSIBLY PHYSIC WEAPONS
PEPICTEP ON THE
ARTIFACT.

IT'S ATTACHER TO
THE BACK OF THE "SHIP!
WITH WHAT APFEARR TO EBE
BRONZE CLAMPS.. T WILL

NOW ATTEMFPT TO

REMOVE IT.

OHH, WOW! THE
NEW ARTIFACT IS
CYLINPRICAL, ABOUT 25
INCHES LONG, 3 IN PIAMETER
WITH A PURPLE CRYSTAL ON
ONE ENP. PURPOSE :

THE MAIN BOPY APFEARS

TO BE MAPE OF TWO SEPARATE
MATERIALS, WITH ABOUT A POZEN OR
SO SECTIONS. THOUGH I CAN'T SEE
ANY SEAMS, LEAPING ME TO BELIEVE

THE MATERIALS MAY BE FUSEP AT
THE ATOMIC LEVEL, AS WE'VE
OBSERVEP BEFORE.

= THE OUTER
MATERIAL APPEARS TO BE
A SORT OF ROSE GRANITE,
ROUGHLY FINISHEY. WHILE THE
INNER MATERIAL SEEMS MUCH MORE]
SOPHISTICATED. POSSIBLY A
GRAPHITE COMPOUNP OR
SIMILAR CARBON-HEAVY
. MATERIA _

g

IT APPEARS A VERY
PARK GRAY IN COLOR, WITH
MORE SPECULAR LINES RUNNING
AROUNP IT'S
CIRCUMFERENCE.

MUCH ALIEN TECHNOLOGY.
I'M SEEING NO CLEAR SIGNS OF
CIRCUITRY OR AN INTERFRACE
OF ANY KINP.

: UNFORTUNATELY, IT
AFPFPEARS THE FPOWER SOURCE
WITHIN THE PEVICE IS EITHER
PEPLETEP, OR |S BIOMETRICALLY
LOCKEP IN GOME WAY... OR T
JUST PON'T KNOW HOW TO

- EVEN 80O, FURTHER
=RESEARCH OF THIS PEVICE MAY LEAD
$” TO A PEFENSE AGAINST THE PHYSIC CONTROL
THE ALIENS EXHIBIT OVER L&, IF NOT, T AM &TILL
CONFIPENT IT WILL LEAP TO A PEEPER
D\ LINPERSTANPING OF OLUR OWN MINDS, MAYBE
EVEN THE UNIVERSE ITSELF!
INCREPIBLE!




PRAGON-ONE—-NINER
COPIES BUTCHER, WE
SEE Vi

VANEMSEERSANT
SEBASTIAN KASS, THAT'S
KAPRAL ARTUR PEETRE BEHINP d
ME. ANP KAPRAL SETH EELMAA IN/
THE PRIVERS SEAT. ESTONIAN
PEFENSE FORCE.

L

~ BUT NAH, WE GOT IT OPEN. JUST,
NEVER TRUST THE SWEPES TO BUILP
ANYTHING MISSION CRITICAL!




NO, THAT!'S IT. g
ALL WE KNOW 12 ELRCOM
WOULPN'T LET L& GO GET
EM! WITHOUT YOU.. ANP WE
ARE COMING WITH YOU.
THOZE ARE OUR GUYS
\:‘zf OuT THERE.

FPERFECT, YOU EVER RIFPE IN
KILONOVA?

ALL WHEEL PRIVE,
ALL-WHEEL STEERING, ALL-TERRAIN
SUSPENSION, 2,850 HORSEPOWER,

NUCLEAR POWEREP. SHE LIGHT UP ALL
EIGHT TIRES AT 14O K/F WITH TRACTION
CONTROL TURNEV OFF.

YES. IT'S LOT OF
MACHINE.. WHAT, YOU BIG,
BAP, AMERICAN MARINES
AFRAIP OF LITTLE TRUCKI!Z

: ROLL!NG‘ BY OUR COUNT,

I THEY'VE ONLY GOT A FEW
HOURS OF AIR LEFT, ASSUMING

THEY HAP TO GO TO SUITS.

HOUR ANP A HALF TO
GET THERE. :

PROBLEM, WE )
HAVE TO 0 THA
WAY ANYWAY.

HELL NO,
EGOR! LETS FUCKIN!
GO!




BACK AT THE U.S5.5. ARES LANPING SITE, C.J. WAS POING
HIS BEST TO ANNOY JIMMY BY SINGING.. BAPLY..

"CAN YOU TAKE ME HIGHERT
TO A PLACE é’l‘:‘g!EE;E BLINE MEN

"CAN YO TAKE ME HIGHER:
TO A FLACE WITH GOLPEN
STREEEEEEETS!M

WHAT, YOU PON'T
LIKE THAT SONG?T

YOU'RE VERY
JUPGMENTAL FOR A
GUY WHO SUPPOSEPLY
BELIEVES WHAT YOU
BELIEVE.

ARE YOU ONE
OF THOSE GUYS WHO
NEEPS A CANPY BRAR
EVERY FEW HOURS OR
HE TURNS INTO A
POUCHE?

MAYBE THEY'LL
HAVE THOSE FROSTEP
M.R.E. COOKIES OR
SOMETHING IN THE
ROVER.. OR
TONGS..

TO GET WHATEVER
CRAWLEP WP YOUR
ASS OUT.




IT'S
PERFECTLY SAFE! WE
PO IT ALL THE TIME! JUST AS
LONG RS WE PON'T ROLL IT!
THAT ONLY HAPPENS. .
25...NO ‘ISJERC‘ENT OF

WORRY. WE PRIVE IN ol
THESE ALL THE TIME! WILL BE)
FINE! YOU MIGHT GET /
PUSTY, THOUGH!

THERE WARS. IT
BROKE OFF A FEW WEEKS
_ _AGO. ONE OF OUR GUYS HIT A
ROCK.. BIG ROCK. IT'S OUT THERE
SOMEWHERE, AMONG THE REP
ROCKS! JUST, CLIMB LIP REAR TIRE
ANP HOPE:EROSQ IT's

THE TWO MAPE THEIR WAY HOHNP TO THE BACK OF THE ROVER ANP BEG’HN TO CLIMB LF
THE REAR WHEEL. C.J. WAS EASILY ABLE TO PULL HIMSELF UF, BUT GIVEN THE SIZE OF
THE WHEEL ANP CONSTRICTIONS OF THE SUIT. JIMMY HAP MUCH MORE TROUBLE.




ONE THIS 16 FIVE.D
' WE RE UP..

I PON'T
KNOW [F THIS MAKES
QENQE OR NCJ_'_I"- BLIT TH16 “CL-IMB

WEL

“CONNA BE ST HERE FOR A

. WHILE. SHOULY WE SIN
wuvruc-? CONG?

"SOME SAY SAY

LOOOVVVEEEE. IT IS HHHH-_ =

RIIIVVERRRRR"

NOTHING. T _
JUST THOUGHT WE :
C‘OI.-ILP SING A PRNiNQ
SONG.

NOTHING. YOU'RE ™
- JUST REALLY EASY TO "
. MESS WI;H. 'S KINPA

THAT'S THE NICEST ™
4 THING YQH'VE'- SF\IP TO .

~_ YOU BRSICALLY JueT

" PROMOTEP ME ON YOUR OWN
- TIER L-IQ-‘T. I WENT UP A NOTCH, |,
OT POWN. I'LL TRKE IT!

~_ I PON'T CARE IF YOU '
i L-IKE: ME OR NOT. T .JUST P’ON'T :
WANT TO LIVE ANP WORK WITH A
Ql«l‘/ WHO ACTIVELY HATES ME
FOR NO RERSON.




JAMESTOWN ROVER. THIS IS
WARWAGON 1. JOINT MILITARY
RESCUE OPERATION. PLERSE

RESPONP. NATO CHALLENGE 1S
PHOENIX.

C.J. ANFP JIMMY BOTH JUMFFPEP POWN AS THE
ESTONIAN CREW CONTINUHEP TO ATTEMFPT TO
CONTACT THE OTHER ROVER.

I SAY AGAIN. JAMESTOWN
ROVER. THIS & WARWAGON 1. JOINT
MILITARY RESCUE OFPERATION. PLEASE
RESPONP. NATO CHALLENGE IS
PHOENIX. PLEASE RESPONP.




SHE'S =
BANGEV UF GOOP.
LOOKS LIKE THEY
ROLLEP HER AT SPEEP.
I THINK WE'RE
[clele)

YEAH.. T PIPNIT EVEN
THINK OF THAT. )

ROVER
OCCUPANTS! U.&.
MARINES! TF THERE'S ANYONE
IN THERE, MAKE YOURSELF

KNOWN OR YOU MAY BE “OHH! THANK

SHOT! Gov! PLEASE HELP!
BEFORE THEY COME
_BACK! THEY TOOK
E yLiva! -
OK BUPPY. WE'RE
HERE TO HELP. WHO

TOOK JULILIG? “THE SPIPERS!

~ THE GIANT ROCK SPIPERS!
(THEY CAME FROM
UNPERGROUNP! THEY JUST
VRHGGECI;PP;HM OFF! OHH

T SEE. ~_ - .
HOW MANY OF

vl e ERE, - QVEN! THERE'S

e le SONE SEVEN! WE'RE ALL PRETTY
2L BANGEDP UP! THEY TOSSED THE
ROVER AROUND LIKE A TOY!
THERE WRS EIGHT BUT THEY

ONE, FIVE. WE'VE MAPE
CONTACT WITH A SINGLE
OCCUFPANT. PROBARBLE HYPOXIA.
POSSIBLE PRUGS. HE'S SAYING SPIPERS
ATTACKEP THEM, CLAIMS ON MAN |5
MISSING. BE APVISEP, WE GOT

BULLET HOLES.

ARE THEY GONET?Y
WHAT ABOUT JULIUS!?
PO YOU SEE HIM OUT

THERE!?

WE'RE NOT
CRAZY ANP WE'RE NOT
ON PRUGS! THERE REALLY
WERE GIANT SPIPERS!

ALRIGHT GUYS,
WHY PON'T YOU COME
ON QUT? IT'S JUST A
SHORT WALK OVER TO
OUR ROVER.




IT'S STILL RIGHT
THERE!! OHH GOP!

C.J. THRNEP ANP FOUNP HIMSELF FACING A MASSIVE CREATURE,
RESEMBLING A CRAEB, sFIPER, ANF TURTLE ALL IN ONE. IT'S FIERCING
EYES STAREP AT C.J. WITH INTENT AS IT SLOWLY, PELIBERATELY
STALKEP CLOSER.




THE CREATHRE STOOP ON IT's BACK LEGS IN A
CLEAR ATTEMFT TO INTIMIPATE, REVEALING A
MASSIVE, MOUTH LIKE ORIFICE ON THE BOTTOM
OF IT's BOPY FILLEP WITH LARGE, JAGGEP

TEETH.

JIMMY POVE LINPER THE PISABLEP ROVER
VWHILE C.J. ATTEMFTEP TO TOSS A
¥ FRAGMENTATION GRENAPE INTO THE
CREATURES "MOUTH"

S\
o,
o

- o T > - - |

THE GRENAPE WENT INTO THE CREATUHRES MOU BUT SEEMEP TO JUST HIT THE

IT'S "THROAT" ANFP BOULUNCEP BACK OUT, FALLING TO THE GROUNEP ANP LANPING LUNPER A
LARGE ROCK FILE BEFORE PETONATING HARLMESSLY.

e i

THE PETONATION STARTLEP THE CREATHRE, WHICH SLAMMEP ITSELF POWN ONTO ALL EIGHT
ALEGS ANP WITH INCREPIBLE SPEEP LHUSEP ONE OF IT'S FORWARP LEGS TO SWEEF C.J. OFF




FROM LUNPER THE STRICKEN ROVER, JIMMY TOOK AIM
ANP STARTEP PUMPFPING 7.62 ROLNPS INTO THE
CREATURES HEAP..

AS THE ROUNPS STRUCK, MOST SEEMEP TO GLANCE
OFF HARMLESSLY, WHILE OTHERS SEEMEP TO BREAK
THROUGH IT'S THICK, ROCK-LIKE HIPE. BUT PIF VERY
LITTLE BESIPES LUWPSET THE CREATURE.




THE CREATHRE ABSORBEP A LETHAL BARRAGE OF BHLLEQ FROM X
THE ENTIRE FORCE, INCLUPING A FEW MORE ROUNPS COMING FROM

INSIPE THE ROVER.

THE CREATURE AGAIN STOOF ON IT'S REAL LEGS, FOSSIBLY IN AN
ATTEMFT TO INTIMIPATE, OR IN AN ATTEMPFPT TO FLEET. EITHER WAY,
IT WAS TOO LATE ANP IT SUCCUHME TO IT'S WOLNPS. FALLING ONTO

IT'S BELLY ONLY FEET FROM C.J.

O AR
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HMMPFPEFFF...
OWWWW.__.

HEY JIMMY..
YOU OK, BUPPYT T
CAN'T.. T CAN'T REACH
MY GUN.. THE FUCK
WARS THAT!?

I THINK T CAN REACH IT
= R = o | A S e S

MAYBE NOT.. T
MIGHT NEEP SOME HELF
HERE.. FUCK!



GO ;
GET HIM FOUR!
E'RE ON OUR

' THRE-E: WITH ME, WE'RE
_GOING FOR FIVE!

LETS PO IT!
SETH, TURN THE
ROVER AROUNP!

BACK IT IN!

AHHH! FUCK.. THAT
REALLY HURT..

RGHH! EVERYTHING!
WHAT HAPFPENEP?

UMM__..IS
THIS MARS?
WHERE'S MY
GUNT




HEY JIMMYT T THINK
I'M PRETTY FUCKEP LIP.. T
CAN'T MOVE.. WHAT'S THAT
' SOUNP?T

HAL T \
THOUGHT YOU
_HATEP ME? /|

{ GONNA TRAKE A
. QUICK NAP.

\
']

) 7 i ) i s
CJ PIPN'T KNOW IT YET. BUT HIS SUIT WAS SLOWLY

LEAKING AIR ANP LOOSING FRESSUHRE. THE SOUNP
HE WAS HEARING WAS THE AIR RUSHING OUT.

' F U

I PON'T REALLY..
KNOW.. WHAT'S
GOING ONT

S OHHL

WHY'P T PO
THARTZ HEY,
WHERE'S MY
GUNT

I PON'T FEEL
GOov, GUYS..
EVERYTHING FEELS
VERY..."RAINBOW-Y"

THE "RAINBOW-Y" EFFECT C.J. WAS PES‘C'R!B!NG' -
WAS ACTUALLY THE LOWER PRESSURE STARTING TO
EFFECT HIS VISION.




RGHHHH! FUCK! &TOP N
PUT ME POWN!

- T KNOW! JUST A
\ FEW FEET, YEAHT

AGHH! SORRY
GHYS,HI FUCKEP

NAH, YOU PIPN'T
7] HNYTPgP'ig WRONG,

~  AHHH-OWWW!
YEAH.. NOT GOOP
ENOUGH.. SPIT IT RIGHT
BACK OUT..

THERE'S A GUY IN THE
CAVE.. T SAW HIM WHEN T
WAS FLYING THROUGH THE

AIR..T THINK.. WHERE'S
MY GUNT

ALRIGHT, WE'LL
CHECK IT OUT. LETS
JUET GET YOU IN THE,

: ROVER.




WANT ME TO CHECK
IT OUT, PIT




LOOKS CLERR.

CHECK, JULILS.
WE'RE U.S5. MARINES.
IF YOU HEAR ME,

MOVE OR SAY

FUCKING SHIT WAY
TO G

, MAN.

v POO
GUYS' STIFF AS A
BOARP. SUCKS FOR




I PIPN'T SIGN UP
FOR THIS
BULLSHIT, BRO!

JIMMY WRESTLEP WITH A TERMITE GRENAPE TUCKEP INTO
THE POUCHES OF HIS sUIT, BUT WITH THE LARGE GLOVES ANP
POZENS OF ALIEN CREATHRES sWARMING OUT OF THE CAVE,
WAS UNABLE TO GET IT OUT BEFORE TRANSITIONING BACK
TO HIS RIFLE ANP CONTINUING TO FIRE.




BEFORE HE COLUILP EVEN FRESS THE MAG RELEASE, ONE OF THE
CREATURES LEAPT POWN FROM ABOVE THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE
ANP WRAFFEP IT'S LEGS TIGHTLY AROCUNE JIMMY ANEF ATTEMFTEFR
TO FORCE HIM TO THE GROUNP. ALL WELL TRYING TO LUSE IT'S
CLAWS TO RIF INTO JIMMY!'S SUIT.

< ]
JUHST AS IT SEEMEP THE CREATURE WOULLP FREVAIL, A BULLET STRUCK THE
CREATURE PIRECTLY IN THE HEAP, CAUSING IT TO FALL PEAP AT JIMMY'S FEET.
HE GQUICKLY TURNEP TO SEE BOTH FAUL ANFP BILL, SLOWEP BY CARRYING THE
BOprY OF THE PECEASEP GEOLOGIST WERE JUST NOW TURNING TO ASSIST,
EXFECTING THE ROUNF TO HAVE BEEN FROM ONE OF THEM..




WHAT THE?
WHERE AM TI7
WAS THAT A

FUCK... THAT
WAS REAL!T

HEY! YOU'RE THE
LAST PERGON I )
EXPECTEP TO SEE.. {




REAPING THE
BIBLE ANP PREYING

FOR ME?

OHH.. WELL, SN
HANKS T GUESS. .....--—""s‘] N
2 X

\ZIV IT HELP? { y ‘i' N
. 7

AHH, NOT THAT
BAP THEEL I'VE HRP

WEIRP. EVERYTHING
STARTEY SHIMMERING \ |
ANP T COULPN'T THINK |
STRAIGHT.. I FEEL FINE /.
NOW THOUGH... /

~ AHH, THAT MAKES
SENSE... YO, T THINK WE
GOT OFF TO A BAP START.



OHH, BLOW IT OUT
YOUR ASS..

ANYWAY,
FOR MY NEXT

SONG!

IPIPSAY T
WOULP.




