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CLIMBING THE LAPPER INSIPE THE SHIF'S LIMBILICAL, C.J. FOUNP
HIMSELF MOVING MORE SLOWLY THAN THE OTHER TWO. AWE
MINGLEP WITH A STRONG SENSE OF APPREHENSION.

C'MON! ITF THAT'S AS
' FAST AS YOU CAN
CLIMB A LAPPER, WE'RE
A GONNA HAVE A
PROBLEM.

iy SORRY... T'M
STILL HALF EXPECTING
TO WAKE LIP ANY
B CECOND... OR GET A
S\ BLLLET [N THE BACK

OF MY HEAP...
IF WE WANTEP TO PO
THAT. WE WOLILP HAVE
JUST PONE IT. » R e\,

REAL... OH MY GOP! ARE WE
GOING TO BE FIGHTING
ALIENSG!?

FIGHTING THEMT NOT
EXACTLY, NO.

THEN WHY PO WE HAVE A
FREAKIN' SPRACESHIP!T

IN SHORT, WE STOLE IT
FROM THE BAP GUYS.




» MOST OF THAT WILL HAVE
TO WAIT, C‘HIES. WE'RE HEAPIN'
UT!

. QW 7 COLONEL, WHAT'S THE ‘

— SGITUATION ON MARS, g 5 SITUATIONT
STILL PEVELOPING. A COUPLE S
OF RESERRCHERS ANP THEIR
ESTSOF ESCORT WENT MISSING
UNPER SUSPICIOUS
CIRCUMSTANCES. MIGHT BE
THE CoCUE

HOW LONG AGO PIP
THEY GO MISSINGT

ABOUT 4 HOURS AGO.
SATELLITE IMAGERY SHOWS
THEIR ROVER PRARKEP EXACTLY
WHERE IT WAS EXPECTEP TO

YOU MUST BE MY NEW
MARINE! T'M COLONEL VAN = I
HELPEN, COMMANPFER OF THE N S0 EITHER ROVER
CURTIS LEMAY. : s Y o\ TROUBLE 855\1\! AMBUSH.
i i




BELIEVE IT OR
NOT, SIR. T HEAR
THAT A LOT.

AHH, WELL, IT'S A
PLERSURE, STAFF
SERGEANT.

JUST 60 YOU KNOW, T
HAVE THREE BUILT-IN RAPIO
| RECEIVERS. BUT IF YOU'P PREFER
& TO WHISPER TO ME PIRECTLY,
THAT'S FINE, TOO.

THE SERGEANT
MAJOR TELLS ME
YOU'RE AN ANPROIP.
IS THAT
CORRECT?

FASCINATING! YOU'RE OUR

; FIRGT... WELL, IF YOU PON'T MINP

MY SAYING, "NON-HUMAN" f"RE\N
MEMBER-

» INPEEP! WELL, YOU'VE MET
2 SERGEANT MAJOR SHAW ANP
8l CHIEF P| PRAULO. STAFF SERGEANT
WINTERS HERE WILL BE YOUR
RAPIO OPERATOR.

= NICE TO MEET
' 'YOM, LANCE CORFPORAL.
MATTER WHERE YOU
GWQ GO, I'LL BE THAT
LITTLE VS}I:‘%E; IN YOUR




THE RIGHT KINP
OF &CRERMS,
EITHER...

- LISTEN, SON. IT'M A PRETTY
LAIP-BACK GUY. YOU HAVE TO BE IN
THIS JOB. BUT THIS IS STILL A UNITEP

STATES AIR FORCE VESSEL, ANP T
TAKE THAT VERY SERIOUSLY. ‘

WE'RE ALL APULTS, ANP
WE'RE STUCK ABOARP FOR LONG
STRETCHES. RS LONG AS T PON'T SEE IT ANP T
POESN'T INTERFERE WITH THE MISSION, T WON'T 4
PUSH IT. BUT IF T PO SEE IT, YOU'RE PONE. ¥
UNPERSTOOP?Y

YES, SIR.
SORRY, SIR. IT
WON'T HAFFEN
AGAIN.

SERGEANT MAJOR, WE'LL
HAVE A FULL MISSION BRIEF AT
1130. GET THE LANCE CORFPORAL
UP TO SPEEVP AS BEST YOU CAN



PO WHAT You
GOTTA PO...

WHY WOULP YOU PO
THAT IN FRONT OF THE
COLONEL?

THEN WHY
PP YOU KEEFP
FUCKING
TALKING!T

LIGTEN TO ME, YOU
e.Pou.El? PLINK !

I PIPN'T ASK TO

PON'T CARE WHO YOUR
~__PAPPY I8!

1IN FACT,
(PIPN'T WANT vou HERE
\AT Hé-ll.:_?.r NONE OF Us

I UNPERSTANP.
I'M SORRY!

I'M SORRY! T
KNEW IT WAS
STUFIP AS SOON
RS I SAIP IT...

SHAW STUCK HIS NECK
OUT FOR YOU! PON'T
APOLOGIZE TO ME.
APOLOGIZE TO HIM!




I AM SORRY... T
HAVE A THING FOR g
ATTRACTIVE WOMEN, ANP ALL
YERH, NO SHIT. THIS IS KINPA :

!
20 PO THE REST OF U&, OVERWHELMING.
SON. IT'S CALLEP BEING AR GUY. ~ T -
LEARN TO CONTROL IT, AT LERST PEFT. I'P
WHEN THERE'S AN OFFICER 4 JUST CALL YOU AN
AROUNP. Fgg THE LOVE OF ‘ RSSHOLE.
v. . —

i GETTING CHEWEP
- OUT BY THE C.O. FIFTEEN
SECONPS AFTER MEETING HIM. ..
FPROBRELY NOT A GOOFP FIRST
IMPRESSION. ...

NO, PEFINITELY NOT.
FOR ANY OF U&.

-
YOU EITHER GET YOUR .
ACT TOGETHER REAL FAST, OR
YOU SPENP THE REST OF YOUR
SYNTHETIC LIFE IN A STEEL CRAGE
UNPER CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN.
UNPERSTOOP?Y

PAUL, GET HIM
SETTLEP IN ANP
INTROPUCEP TO THE REST OF
THE TEAM. IT'VE GOT TO GET
THE BUG-LIGHT BACK TO THE /4
RARMORY ANP HANPLE

PAFPERWORK?Y

PRETTY PAMN SURE.
UNLESS THINGS CHANGE,
BRIEFING'S AT 1130, LIKE THE
COLONEL SAIP. SEE YOU
GUYS THERE.




WELL... LOOKS
LIKE IT'M STUCK WITH
YOU. PO AS T SAY ANP

PARY ATTENTION.

LASER FOCUSEP,
BOSS

C'MON. TI'LL GIVE YOU
THE BRSIC TOUR, T GUESS.

FINE, UMM. ..

ON A SCALE OF ONE TO
TEN, WITH ONE BEING A
GENERIC SECURITY GUARP
ANP TEN BEING...
SE—1...7

I WAS GONNA GET
STUCK WITH THE TAB
ANYWAY, ANP THAT

b, ANSWEREP MY QUESTION.

S0... THE SHIP...?

~IUST 20 YOU KNOW, ANY TIME THE
NEW GUY BRINGS UP A POPULAR SCI-F|
SHOW, GAME, BOOK, OR MOVIE, HE PAYS

THE WHOLE TEAM'S TRAB AT THE BAR




THIS SHIF IS PRETTY OLP, BEL!EVE IT
OR NOT. NINETY-TWO YERRS OLVP, TO B
EXACT. SHE WAS PESIGNEY FOR SPIN G‘RF\V!TY, BUT
__:gr"" QHE:'Q BEEN MOPIFIEV ANP REFITTEF A FEW POZEN
TIMES Epl\!’II‘JNC_'ri‘];:-\ilEéN. SO THINGS ARE A LITTLE...

- :
THIS CENTRAL
PART OF THE SHIP IS
WHAT WE CALL THE HUB. "

RIGHT NOW, WE'RE FEELING
EARTH'S NATURAL GRAVITY. WE /B
WON'T FEEL IT HERE ONCE
WE HEAP OUT INTO A
ZPACE. '
= >

ONCE WE'RE IN SPACE, THE
CENTRAL AXIS HERE 1S A
MICROGRAVITY ENVIRONMENT, BUT THE
OUTER EPGES OF THE PECKS HAVE
ARTIFICIAL GRAVITY.

' T

ONLY THE
CENTRAL HUB HERE |5
SUBJECT TO NATURAL

GRAVITY.

NO. THE ENGINES
GENERATE GRAVITY...
SOMEHOW. THAT'S ALL WARY

BEYONP ME.

EITHER WRY, IT TRKES ;
SOME GETTING USEP TO. SO ONCE
WE'RE IN THERE, PON'T BE AFRAIV TO GRAB
ONTO SOMETHING IF YOU FEEL LIKE YOU'RE
GOING TO FALL. I}__’I%ZTWOHL—PN'T BE THE

SWITCH OFF YOUR
PHONE ANP ANY OTHER
ELECTRONICS... BESIPES YOURSELF.
| LEAVE THEM IN ONE OF THOSE
SLOTS, ANP FOLLOW ME.

THAT MAKES IT EASY, ~
THEN! JUST GRAB ONTO THE
BRARS ANP PULL YOURSELF
THROUGH! IT'S A LOT OF FUN.
JUGT PON'T HIT YOUR

EACH HALF OF THE
HULL HAS FOUR MAIN
(¢ECTIONS, ANP EACH SECTION
B\ HAS AN INNER ANP OLTER

; BOTH HALVES HAVE
MULTIPLE FUNCTIONS, BUT THIS
IS SORT OF THE "ENI—IéTEP HALF"
OF THE SHIP. IT'S NOT SET IN

STONE.

"

= R

" MY STUFF IN THE )

HOTEL...

POES IT STILL

SREIN - OIRaE




7 THIS HALF HOUSES THE LAB ANP ARMORY.
(PR. LAPOINTE KINPA THINKS OF IT AS HIS OWN
SECTION. IT'S NOT, EVEN THOUGH HE'S GOT
HALF THE OUTER PECK FILLEP WITH HI&

WE ALSO KEEF A BUNCH OF OUR
E.V.A. SUITS IN HERE, ANP THE
QUARTERMASTER HAS THE PORSAL
QUAPRANT, BOTH PECKS.

“LOOK TO YOUR RIGHT. WE FOUNP THAT ~~g
RECENTLY. THE POC THINKS IT'S IMPORTANT
SOMEHOW... IT BETTER BE.

> POCTOR LAPOINTE THINKS IT'S
< FROM PERU, BUT IT'S GOT
EGYPTIAN-LIKE WRITING ON IT. IT'S, LIKE,
20,000 YEARRS OLP. HE'S BEEN
»STARING AT IT FOR THE PARST
THREE MONTHS.

THOSE ARE
ALIENS! IS THAT
REALLY WHAT THEY
LOOK LIKE!?Z .

NE
MYSELF. SEEN THEIR SHIPS, BUT
NOT THEM. QUITE A FEW PEOFPLE
ON BOARP HAVE, THOUGH.
THEY SAY YES.

)
KEEF UFP. YOU'LL HAVE
PLENTY OF TIME TO LEARN THE Y Q
S PETAILS. RIGHT NOW, WE'RE
COVERING THE BRSICS. PARY
ATTENTION. IT'S A BIG

RIGHT...
SORRY.




IN HERE. IF ANYTHING BRERKS, WE
USUALLY HAVE TO FIX IT

ENGINEERING, ON THE OTHER ‘
SIPE OF THE SHIP, HAS BETTER STUFF.
BUT IF YOU NEEV A SCREWPRIVER OR
SOMETHING, UGE WHRATEVER. JUST
PUT IT BACK.

CoOoL, GO0V TO
KNOW.

THE ENLISTEF GALLEY IS
HERE. PRETTY
SELF-EXPLANATORY. STANPARP
MILITARY FOOP. THEY SERVE FOUR

. MAIN MEALS A PAY, BUT THERE'S
- ALWAYS SOMETHING OUT.

THE OUTER PECK HERE,
WITH THE LAUNPRY ON THE

TANKS, TOO. T THINK THEY'RE
I CAN EAT A WATER TANKS, BUT T
SMALL AMOUNT OF
FOOV NOW ANP THEN,
BUT IT'S NOT REALLY
GOOP FOR ME...
GOT A BAR?Y

WE GOT A SMALL ONE,
YERH. IT'S ON THE OUTER
PECK HERE. IT'S SORT OF AN

OPEN SECRET, THOUGH, IF YOuU
. KNOW WHAT I MEAN.



~ ANP THESE ARE THE
ENLISTEP QUARTERS. WE'RE
GO':I;;:EGO POWN THE LAPPER

OPS&. THAT'S WHERE ALL

THE MONITORS ARE. WE RUN

OUR TOC OUT OF THERE, HOLP

BRIEFINGS, THINGS LIKE THAT.

PAST THAT IS THE

? COMMANP PECK.
P WHAT &
ABOUT THE

OTHER SIVE?

TECHNICALLY
“THE MANUAL SAYS TO
GRAB ONTO THE TOP ANP
R

EWING POWN, BUT T FIND Uaing ) 47
THE FAR ENP EASIER. q ¥
WHATEVER WORKS FOR <

JUST BE

/" CAREFUL. THE GRAVITY >

KICKS IN PRETTY ABRUPTLY.
PEOPLE HAVE FALLEN

I'M SsURE T CAN
FIGURE IT OUT.

(MUCH SLEEP ANPROIPS
(NEEP. PO vYou NEEPD
N\ ANY?

> YEAH, T PO. T
JUST NEEP A LOT
LESS, A LOT LESS

OFTEN.




As C.J. STEFFEPF ONTO THE PECK, HE SULUPPENLY
FELT PIZZY ANP OFF BALANCE FROM THE ARTIFICIAL

GRAVITY. WHOR! OK, THART 1&
KINPA STRANGE.

H .
LAPPER FOR A SECONP IF ) & i
-VOH HAVE TO. IT POES I'M GOOP. T
HE! : , J A DON'T THINK MY
EYROS LIKEP THAT AT
ALL... T THINK THEY'VE
AP JUSTER NOW,
THOUGH.
PHLIMAN INNER ERF
GET LICEP TO IT PRé
TF YOU'RE GONNA PUKE, THE
HEAPS ARE RIG'HT THERE

: ALL RIGHT.
PWELL, IF YOU PO PUKE,
YOU HAVE TO CLEAN IT UP...
vou woul..vw'r BE THE

EITHER WRY, WE'RE IN THE
REP ONES. YOU'RE IN THE
- FOURTH FROM THE TOP.

FOURTH FR
THE TOP. GO

TWE-L-VE IN EHCH ‘CREW SECTION.

HEY'RE CRAMPEP, BUT THEVY'RE

PRIVATE, ANP THE WATER GETS
REHLL’Y HOT’ THE- HEHPS F!RE

I PON'T SUPPOSE
THEY'P LET ME SEE
THE - B FPONTTKNGOW.
THE SCHEMATICS FOR
THIS THING?




¥ CORPORAL KINCAIP.
EVERYONE JUST
CALLS ME C.J.

T LIKE TURTLES...

YES. TURTLES
ARE GOOP.

KISS MY
RSS, Z.

SO YOU'RE A
ROBOT, HUHT

PO YOU HAVE A
CHARGING PORT?Z IF &0O...
POES IT FEEL BOOP WHEN -
YOU PLUG IT IN? ~ THAT'S A
REALLY, REALLY

WEIRP QUESTION TO
ASK ANYONE YOU
e JUST MET...
B




A IIMMY, C.J. C.J., JIMMY. y

N TWO ARE OUR SNIPERS.

YOU'LL BE WORKING
TOGETHER A LOT.




: OH! NOW I GET WHAT You
s MEANT EARLIER. YOU'VE GOT TWO

RARROGANT ASSHOLES TO PEAL £

WITH...

> YEAH... I... ANYWAY,
WHAT WAS THAT ACTUALLY
ABOUT?

7 YOU KNOW WHAT? THE
FACT YOU ACKNOWLEPGEP
THAT GIVES ME SOME HOFPE

FOR YOU.

S ONE OF
E GUYS WHO
T TAKE HIS FAITH A |
LE TOO y
LITERALLY...

HE'S A TOTAL JESUS FREAK. ..
GIVEN THIS SHIP'S PAST, THAT MIGHT
NOT BE A BAP THING. :

YOU'LL BE REAP IN
ON THAT EVENTUALLY.
NORMALLY WE'P PO THAT FIRST, BUT)
IT LOOKS LIKE WE'RE ON THE
CLOCK.




I'VE GOT

SO MANY QUESTIONS. .. . \ ."-FIHE SHORT VERSIONT
WHAT HISTORY? _ ' ¢ THIS WAS AN

"ENSLRAVEMENT GHIP"...
BUILT TO ENSLAVE
HUMANITY.

HOW MUCH
THAN THAT?

THAT THING YOUR
PAP'S COMPANY
"PISCOVEREP!"? THE
C-FIELP?

YERH, OF COURSE...
” GPENT MOST OF MY LIFE HERRING
LABOUT IT... OVER ANP OVER... ANV
» OVER. "THE SOURCE OF THE

i

WELL, A FEW PEOFPLE HAVE
KNOWN ABOUT IT FOR A VERY
LONG TIME...

YOU NEEP TO UNPERSTANP
EXACTLY WHAT WE'RE UFP
AGRINST.

YOU ASKEP IF
WE WERE FIGHTING
ALIENS. THE ANGWER |5 NO,
BECRAUSE WE CAN'T. NOT
PIRECTLY. NOT YET,
ANYWAY.

THEY CAN
CONTROL ANP MANIPULATE THAT <
FIELP. IF WE TRY TO FIGHT THEM,
THEY CAN JUST... TAKE OVER OUR
MINPS. SHUT US OFF.

HIS& SHIP WAS BUILT SO N
HEIR FOLLOWERS COULP HELFP

EVEN GET IT.




S0... WHAT PO
WE ACTUALLY POT ANP
WHJQZON'T THEY STOP

“BECRUSE THEY
L CAN'T EITHER.

THEY'RE NOT ALL BAP,
BUT THE GOOV ONES ARE
OUTNLUMBEREP. AT LERST FOR

I NOW.

THE GOOP ONES SEEM TO
HAVE BETTER EQUIPMENT, THOUGH.
FOR THOUSANPS OF YEARARS, AN
RGREEMENT HAS FPROTECTEP ERARTH
FROM PIRECT ATTACK. BREAK IT,
ANP FACE THEIR WRATH.

|/ BASICALLY, MUTUALLY ASSUREP
PESTRUCTION. THE AGREEMENT WORKS A LOT \
LIKE MARITIME LAW. ONLY U.5. SHIPS ARE
RECOGNIZEP, ANP PROTECTEVP VESSELS ARE

FINISH THAT
SENTENCE, ANP
YOU'RE PICKING UP THE
WHOLE &HIP'S TAB. RIGHT
NOW, YOU'RE ONLY
BUYING FOR US&.
TWICE.

ON THEIR WF’.\g ANP

|\ THEY'RE RUNNING OUT OF
A\ TIME TO COMPLETE THEIR
: OBJECTIVE.

THORN IN THEIR SIPE. PELAY
THEM. PO ANYTHING WE

OK, WHAT OBJECTIVEY




C.J. SAP NTH.r‘NC—?. HE SIMPLY TLURNEP, GAVE
JIMMY THE MIPPLE FINGER, ANP THRNEFP BACK.

LOOK, IT'M THE NEW
GUY. T GET IT. ANP T

' JIMMY AIN'T THAT °
/ BRAP. THE WHOLE ANPROIP
[ THING FREAKS HIM OUT, ANP
HE'S CONVINCEV YOUR
INITIALS, "CJ," MAKE YOU
THE ANTICHRIST.

HE'S A
RETARP. MY
INITIALS ARE

REMEMEBER
THAT GUY I TOLP
YOU ABOUT?Y THE ONE
WHO SHOT AT ME WHEN T

MY FIRST CAR WAS A
72074 911 GT2 RS WITH THE
RETRO BOPY KIT ANP FULL

TIMES... MINEY 850K FOR THE
BASE MOPEL, BEFORE THE
UPGRAPES.

h

YOU'RE TELLING ME HE'S
REALLY JUST BEING A JEALOUS

BITCHE




I PIPN'T MEAN TO
BRAG. T JUST REALLY LOVE
THAT CAR. BUT FAIR
ENOUGH.

NOW, IF T WANTEP TO
BRAG, I'P TALK ABOUT
SOMETHING MUCH RARER ANP
MORE EXF’EQNSQQIVE. LIKE THE

T COULP, BUT T PON!T
HAVE MY PHONE. IT'G...

ACTUALLY, T LEFT MY
)y PHONE AT THE HOTEL YOU GUYS
(PICKEP ME UP FROM. THEY TOLP ME
TO. TELL YOU WHAT, WHEN WE GET THE
CHANCE, T'LL TRKE YOU FOR A
RIPE IN ONE.

RIGHT! TN THE

REALLY?Y THE 9595
WERE BEAUTIFUL! THAT'S

THE WORLP! YOU PON'T
REALLY HAVE ONE, PO

FUCKING BETTER! T
PON'T KNOW WHAT “
YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT, A8
Z. T LOVE THIS KIP

ALREAPY! ' “




SURE, UNLESS THE
ARMORY'S FULL OF COOL
ALIEN LASER GUNS. IN THAT

CRSE, LASER GUNS FIRST.

HEY, BILL! HOW ABOUT

YOU SHOW ME AROUNP
BEFORE T HAVE TO BUY A
\WHOLE BREWERY TO KEEP
AUP? I PON'T THINK T CAN

BILL, GHOW C.J. THE
REST OF THE SHIFP ANP GET
HIM SQUAREP AWAY AT THE
ARMORY. YOU TWQO CAN GEEK
OUT OVER CARS YOU'LL NEVER /
: AFFORP. HE WILL. YOU
WON'T. '

ALSO, GET HIM TO THE
QUARTERMASTER. SOUNPS \
LIKE WE'RE GOING TO MARS, SO
HE'LL NEEV TO BE FITTEP FOR
AN EVA SUIT.

I‘ COOL. IT ONLY TRKES

A FEW MINUTES TO SEE
THE WHOLE SHIP. WANNA
PO THAT FIRGT?
S

PROBABLY SMART.
THEN AGAIN... HAVING YOUu
FPAY FOR US FOREVER

WOULP BE




( WELL, WHAT PO
A YOU THINK?T

" HE'S CLERRLY ~~
~~ @OT A CHIP ON HIS
SHOULPER, BUT FINDZ ME
A HIGH-SPEED
OPERATOR WHO
POESNIT.

FROM WHAT T REAP -

IN HIS FILE, HE WAS
ALMOST IMFOSSIBLE TO TALK
TO, LET ALONE INSTRUCT. HE

POESN!'T SEEM THAT BAP TO

E. BILL QEEMQ TO LIKE

5y HE'S AS GREEN AS THEY .
COME, BUT THAT'S NOT A PEAL "\
BREAKER FOR ME. NO TRAINING
CAN FULLY PREPARE YOU FOR THIS.
WE WON'T KNOW UNTIL WE'VE |
WORKEP WITH HIM FOR A
WHILE.

I'M ACTUALLY MORE
WORRIEP ABOUT JIMMY.
C'MON, PI!
RANPY'S PEATH HIT HIM

MM... YEAH, T
BET YOU HRVE...

JIMMY'S ONE
OF THE BEST PAMN
SHOOTERS I'VE EVER
KNOWN. IF IT'S HIM OR THE
ROBOT... I'P BE INCLINEP TO - HEY,
KEEP JMMY. JUST MY _~ YOU KNOW WHAT?T NO, FUCK
___ OPINION. \ - THAT. HE'LL EITHER WORK WITH THE
: - ' TEAM OR HE'S OQUT. SIMPLE RAS. HE
POESN'T GET TO PICTATE
ANYTHING.

_ WE PIPN'T ASK FOR
Al
1 - o,
Bo?:-cgl:" ﬁi@ %‘\E JIMMY'S GONNA HAVE TO GET
TO TALK TO LUCEP TO IT. -
HIM?




YO, POC! THIS IS THE
NEW GUY, C.J. HE'S A
ROBOT! ANP HE'S GOT A
BUNCH OF REALLY COOL
OLP CRRS!

20,000 YEARRS OLP? WHAT
1S IT? LOOKS EGYFPTIAN...

VANPENBERG
CONTROL, BLUE
ERGLE-1. ALL SYSTEMSG
G0 FOR MARS
PEPARTURE.

HUH? OHH... OHH!
YEARH, HI. POCTOR WRYNE
LAFPOINTE. YOU CAN CALL

ME PPALE.

SOMEWHERE ALONG THE
LINE, THAT MORFHEP INTO
"PALE." PON'T ASK.

RELIEF, AT LEAST 20,000

EARS OLP. T BELIEVE IT

PEPICTS THE BINPING OF
SHEMIHAZAH.




THAT'S RIGHT! T'M
SURPRISEP YOU KNOW THAT.
YOU MARINES AREN'T EXACTLY
KNOWN FOR YOUR ARCARPEMIC
PROWESS.

ANYWAY,
THIS SEEMS TO
PEPICT THE ARRIVAL

OF MICHREL. o

I e : r W ~OBLESSEY WITH THAT KIND OF

g | ¢
WHAT LIGHTSY THE
ALIENS' EYES ARE MAPE OF A
KINP OF BLUE QUARTZ. IT CATCHES
THE LIGHT, 20 THEY LOOK LIKE
THEY GLOW A BIT...

NO, THE SHIP. ITTS
ENGINES, OR WHATEVER THEY
ARE. THEY'RE GLOWING.

> NO... THEY'RE NOT.
HAT ARE YOU TALKING

YOU THINK T
HAVEN'T PONE THAT?
ARE YOU JUST MESSING WITH
ME? PPIP PAUL PUT YOU UP
TO THIST




NO, PUPE. T'M

T PON'T SEE IT
EITHER, POC...

COME OFF" THE GHIP, T MEAN. IT
LOOKS LIKE IT FOPS OFF.

NO, IT'S ONE
ZOLIP PIECE.

I PON'T THINK THAT'S THE
CRSE. T THINK IT'S PRESS—FIT IN
THERE. T CAN SEE THE SEAM

FROM HERE...

- B vou TRY, YOU
KNOW, JUST PULLING HARPER?
IF IT'S REALLY THAT OLP, IT MIGHT
JUST BE &TUCK. YOU GOT A
PEAP-BLOW HAMMER? QOMETHING-
LIKE THAT?Z I COULP GIVE IT A ;
€O IF YOU WANT. THANKS FOR YOUR INPUT,
— - / MARINE, BUT WE'RE NOT GONNA
TAKE A HAMMER OF ANY KINP TO IT
OR START RIPPING PARTS OFF. A

I'VE BEEN WORKING WITH
¥ THIS THING FOR THE PRAST THREE

COMPARTMENT IF THERE WERE

SHIT, POC. MIGHT RS
WELL GIVE IT A TRY.




LET'S LERVE

G‘HNQ' NOW ,
YOU'RE TALKING!,

- THEY'RE ONLY
BUNGEE CORPS. T PIP THAT

NORMALLY, WE
" TAKE THE OTHER
{ LAPPER POWN TO THE
A ARMORY. JUST €0
YOU KNOW.




RS YOU CAN

SEE, WE PON'T HAVE

MUCH, BUT WE HAVE WHAT l
WE NEEP.

AR-PATTERN RIFLES ARE ON :
THE ENPS. 4165 ANP BRN-45, ALL | .
6.8. SHOTGUNS HERE: REMINGTON 8706.
NOTHING FANCY. M215 IN THERE, AN
MRAP, ANP A COUPLE OF .50% RS

SIPEARMS ARE IN TH
PRAWERS POWN BELOW.
MOSTLY GLOCK 175 ANP M95, WITH A
FEW OTHER THINGS THROWN IN. UP IN
THE CAGE ARE CARL-GUSTAF
RECOILLESS RIFLES ANP RE 57
NLAWS.

M2HBS PER SIPE. UHH... MEOETS, M274, N
ANP M250S FOR SQUAP WEAPONS.

CHARGES, THERMITE... ALL THAT STUFF'S
ON THE OUTER PECK WITH THE MAGS

———— -
| W oo .
i REALLY! RULES ARE

RULES! ANP T'LL NEVER TURN
POWN FREE PRINKS!

LOOK, IF THAT'S i

WHAT YOU WANT TO RUN
WITH, THAT'S FINE. TF YOU'RE
PROFICIENT WITH IT, WE WON'T

GIVE YOU SHIT. BUT WE'VE

GOT BETTER STUFF.

<
-
B

NO, BUT WHEN WE GET
ACK, YOU CAN BRING YOUR OWN

RIFLE IF YOU WANT. THAT'S WHAT
" e e G
SCoal,. 1L <

/ PROBABLY PO THAT. BUT
FOR NOW, T PON'T WANT THIS
\ LITTLE PEASHOOTER

GOOP CALL. ANYTHING IN THIS
CRSE IS UP FOR GRABS. WE KEEFP
OUR OWN RIFLES, ALREAPY SET UP,

ON THE OTHER SIPE.




C.J. LOOKEP OVER THE RIFLES
BRIEFLY BEFORE GRABBING ONE.

F\L-L- RIGHT, COOL.
SET IT ON THE TABLE HERE,
ANP WE'LL HAVE POUG, THE
ARMORER, SIGN IT OUT TO

IT'S ASSIGNEP TO YOH WE'RE -
PRETTY MUCH THE ONLY ONES WHO
USE THESE GUNS ANYWAY... NOW WE JUST
GOTTA FINP HM. TF WE CAN'T, FRANK, THE
QUARTERMASTER, CAN SIGN IT OUT TOO.
HE'S ALWAYS AROUNP. "

NO. T WANTEP TO
G0 FOR MY 15TH
BIRTHPAY, BUT MY PRV
FREAKEP OUT. THE
C'Og\PROMISE WAS THE

FPROBRBLY. HEY, T WAS
GONNA ASK, BUT

THIS SHIP TO GET TO MARSY,

ANOTHER THING THAT'S
BUGGING ME: WE'VE GOT
PLENTY OF U.&. ASSETS ON ANP
AROUNP MARS. WHY ARE WE
BEING SENT ALL THE WAY
FROM ERRTH?T

N IN
EPROE FIHTING
JIVEMONZ, WE STILL
__GOTTA PO

FPRAPERWORK,
> HUH?

AWAY IN A EEW PAYS.
WHAT'S REALLY WEIRP 15
WHEN THIS BECOMES

OHH, YERH. MANY
TIMES. YOU?

\ EVEN IMAGINE SUCH
HORROR. ..

MONTHS THERE, THREE
BACK ON A ROCKET... NOT
WORTH IT FOR REP SANP ANP
ROCKS. YOU GOT THE
BETTER PEAL.

y NOT LONG. PEFPENPS
5 N

HOW PESFPERATE WE
ARE TO GET THERE.
FPROBRBLY THREE OR
FOUR HOURS, TOPS.




BUT WE CAN'T FIGHT THE
ALIENS, RIGHT?

I PON'T ACTUALLY
HAVE A BRAIN, THOUGH. T
HAVE THREE CPUS ANP FOUR

HARPWARE.

WHY WOULP THAT
BE HILARIOUS?

~~ OHH, T HAVE NO
/\PER. UGUALLY, IT'S
(BECALIZE IT INVOLVES THE
M \ALIENS, OR SOMETIMES THE
5N CC‘?O(TJHEY'RE OUT HERE

OUR BRAINS OFF. YOU'VE
HEARP UFO ABPUCTION
STORIES, RIGHT? IT'S LIKE
THAT. WE JUST WAKE UP

P WITH MISSING TIME. BUT WE

OHH! NOW IT
MAKES SENSE WHY
THEY WANTEP YOU SO
BAPLY! YOU MIGHT ACTUALLY
BE IMMUNE TO THEIR MINP
BEAMS! THAT'P BE
HILARIOUS!

- THEY HATE A.T. WE ALWAYS

PP YOUR PRV SAY HE i ;
LOOKEP A LOT LIKE THE 3

ALIENS ON THAT

NO, BUT WE'RE
AWARE OF HIM. HE'S
ONE OF THE GOOP ONES&,
FROM WHAT WE CAN
TELL.

YEAH, SO PO T._.. I
GUESS IT'S AN EASY
QUESTION TO ANSWER. PO
YOU THINK YOU'RE. ..




P NO... BUT STILL,
I GET WHERE HE'S
C'CJVMINC-}' FROM, IN A

I'VE SEEN... THE
MOVIES. T GET WHY
PEOFPLE ARE AFRAIP

OF ME.

OHH, FUCK YES.

I'M NOT BUILT FOR VACUUM. T'P
SURVIVE A LOT LONGER THAN YOU, BUT
IT'P SUCK PONKEY BALLS. MY SKIN

WOULP CRACK ANP SHIT. NOT

PLEASANT.

I ACTUALLY
PON'T KNOW ANP PON'T
PARTICULARLY CARE TO

FINP OUT.

; I GOT WHAT YOU MEANT.
THAT MIGHT NOT BE A BAP IPER,
HONESTLY, IF T'M GONNA BE OUT
HERE... CHANGING THE SUBJECT,
WEREN'T WE SUPFPOSEP TO BE
. LOOKING FOR SOME GUY
NAMEP POUGT

HEY, NICE SAVE
THERE. UMM, THIS MIGHT

(BE A PUMB QUESTION, BUT PO

YOU EVEN NEEP AN EVA
SUIT?

UGHH. .. WOULP IT
HEAL OR, LIKE, SLOUGH
OFFE?

— IS IT WEIRP IF T
BAKINPA PO7 YOU KNOW,
JUST TO KNOW?

WHILE IT'S ON YOU. T
MERAN, LIKE A SAMFPLE OR
SOMETHING NAILEP TO A

BOARRP... JUST TO SEET YOU 4

KNOW WHAT? NEVER

FORCE, MAN. CAN'T EVEN BE
BOTHEREP TO &IT IN HIS PAMN




by -s£ti&ii5-££ -ﬁ 1 J-Haf

|||




P’ OHH, REALLYZ YOU

WCAN'T?Z WELL, GUESS '-

AWHAT?Z IT AIN'T FUCKING {
A LIP TO YOU.

3 I-._.-; b

JIMMY ... YOUR TRACK REC‘OR
WITH "GUT FEELINGS" IS LESS
THAN STELLAR.




YOU KNOW WHAT?Y
HE SCARES ME TOO. T'M
FPRETTY SURE HE COULP RIF US
ALL IN HALF WITH VERY LITTLE

NO, WE'RE NOT. LOOK,
IF IT MAKES YOU FEEL
BETTER, THINK OF YOUR JOB AS
KEEFPING AN EYE ON HIM. AFTER
ALL, T POUBT ANYONE ABOARRV
KNOW‘S MORE ABOUT THAT

HAVE TO BE BEST FRIENPS, BUT
YOU ARE GOING TO WORK
TOGETHER. IF YOU CAN'T HANPLE

THAT, T'LL FINP SOMEONE WHO

THIS BEHAVIOR IS
UNPROFESSIONAL, ANP IT
ENPS RIGHT NOW.

UNPERSTOOP?

WRONG, KEEP YOUR OPINIONS TO
YOURGELF. T WON'T HAVE YOU
THROWING BRASELESS ACCUSATIONS

 "BACELESS! ISN'T THE

WORP I'P LUSE, BUT YERH, -
(FINE. T'M NOT GOING TO BE ALL
\WARM ANP FLZZY WITH HiM

N EITHER.




POESN'T &STRIKE ME AS THE
"WARM ANP FUZZY" TYPE

TWO HATE EACH OTHER ANP
NEVER SPEAK OFF PUTY, OR IF YOU
SPENP ALL NIGHT BLOWING EACH
OTHER. ALL T CARE ARBOUT IS THAT
WHEN WE'RE POWNRANGE, YOU

LET'S START
RIGHT NOW.

YOU KNOW, T HAVE
A GUT FEELING TOO.
SOMETHING TELLS ME YOU TWO
ARE GONNA ENP UP BEING BEST
FRIENPS. CAN'T REALLY
EXPLAIN WHY. MAYBE IT'&
Gov'a WILL? )

MAYBE NOT.
I JUST NEEP YOU
FOCUSEP ANP ON
- ASK.

¥ EH, EMBRACE THE
SUCK, RS THEY SAY.

YEARH, WE'RE
GO0V, MAN. YOU

I'M GONNA HOLP




LOOK AT THAT!
EVERYONE'S ON TIME FOR
C?N'CEJr COOL! 5O HERE'S THE
SITUARTION.

AT ABOUT 0330 THIS ~~
\ MORNING, TWO AMERICAN
CEOLOGIATSE ANP FOUR OF

THEIR RESEARCH STUPENTS
WERE CONPUCTING A SURVEY
ABOUT 135 KLICKS
NORTHERST OF GALE. L

: THEY WERE IN _
CONSTANT CONTACT WITH
i/ THEIR COLLERGUES BACK AT
\\THE NEW JAMESTOWN COLONY.
RIGHT WP UNTIL THEY
WEREN'T.

THE TEAM AT THE
COLONY REFPORTEP
HEARING FRANTIC SCREAMING,
GUNFIRE, ANV WHRAT THEY
PESCRIBEP AS "LOUP METAL
BHNGa:I:IOTHEN cCOMMS

THE ROVER'S
TELEMETRY LINK STAYEP
ONLINE FOR A FEW MORE 7

SECONPS. THE PATA INPICATEP A
HIGH-SPEEP IMFACT, EVEN
THOUGH THE ROVER WASN'T

MOVING.




UNCLERR. TWO <
ESTONIAN ESTSOF OPERATORS
WERE ASSIGNEP TO THEIR
SECURITY PETAIL.

UNFORTUNATELY, IT LOOKS LIKE N
COMPLACENCY'S GONNA BITE US IN THE
BALLS ON THIS ONE. THEY WEREN'T
RECORPING, £SO ALL WE HAVE ARE
WITNESS ACCOUNTS.

ERY

v
POSSIBLE. IT WAS ONE
OF THOSE FANCY,
HIGH-PERFORMANCE MOVELS. THE
PETAILS ARE IN THE FILES THERE.
ALONG WITH THE NAMES ANP
PICTURES OF EVERYONE IN
THAT ROVER.

REGARPLESS, THE _
NEXT-NEAREST I.-I.Q-QHGQ-E:T

OUTPOST, BUT THEY WON'T
PEPLOY AR RESCUE TEAM
BECAUSE OF THE

ON TOF OF THAT, A
PUST STORM |S COVERING
HALF THE PLANET. ITS STATIC
CHARGE |S WELL BEYONP OUR
PRIVES' SAFE OPERATING LIMITS,
SO WE CAN'T INGERT YOU
PIRECTLY.

UH.8.8. ARES. SHE'LL TRAKE YOU TO
THE ESTONIAN COMPOUNP ON THE




THE TERRAIN IS PRETTY ROUGH.
AN R.T.G. SERVICE ROAP WILL TAKE
YOU ABOUT A QUARTER OF THE WARY
FROM THE COMFPOUNP. AFTER THAT,
IT'S ALL OFF—-ROAP.

THAT MEANS NO
I.5.R. OR COMMS FOR
THEM, EITHER. LET'S FIGHT IN
THE SHHPE’::_E;‘!\_?ICOOL WITH

FROM '
THERE, THE ESTONIANS
HAVE GRACIOUSLY OFFEREP
TO LET US USE THEIR
ROVER.

YOUR
MISSION IS COMBAT
SEARCH ANP RESCUE, PLAIN

ANP SIMPLE. THE PEOFPLE BACK
AT NEW JAMESTOWN ARE
\. APAMANT ABOUT WHAT THEY
N HERRP, ANP THEIR
ACCOUNTS LINE UP.

" THEY REFPORTEP GUNSHOTS,
PANICKEP SCREAMS, ANP SHOUTS
OF "OH MY gop!!

WE'VE GOT PLENTY OF
IMAGES OF IT FROM BEFORE THE
PUST STORM ROLLEP IN. WE HAVE

LIVE RAPAR IMAGERY, BUT THE
RESOLUTION IS POOR. BAP ANGLE.
WE'RE WORKING TO CLEARR IT UP,

BUT PON'T GET YOUR HOPES

THE ROVER IS RIGHT :
WHERE ITS LAST TELEMETRY
PLACEP IT. IT APPERRS TO BE
UPRIGHT, POSSIBELY IN A PITCH OR
STUCK ON A ROCK. IT'S HARP
TO TELL.

-

I WISH WE HAP MORE
INFO FOR YOU, BUT WE
PON'T. YOU'LL JUST HAVE

TO MAKE IT WORK.

IF THERE ARE NO
FURTHER QUESTIONS,
GEAR UFP, MARINES. BRING
'EM HOME.







SO, WE GOT A
WRGER GOINGT WRECKEP
ROVER OR CHINESE AMBUSHT
I'VE GOT 50 ON WRECKEP,
ANOTHER PzF:T—;L—IIEI THEY WERE




---WOOOOW!!!
THIS IS AMAZING!

ARE:

BUTCHER ONE. PARTNER
RCE 1& A NO-SHOW. BEE IF
YOU CAN Rﬂége EM FOR 4

SO COOoL.

'ﬂ i RIGHT...

¥ ONE COPIES, ARES.
APVISE US OF ANY
_ CHANGES. OUT.

MOTHERFUCKERS. |
I'VE GOT A ROLL OF
PET-CORP. SAY THE WORP,
BOSS. WE'LL GET THART
POOR OPEN.

I COULP
PROBABLY JUST
FORCE IT OPEN.






S0... WE'RE
ALONE...

---SHALL WE
PLEPGE ALLEGIANCE
TO SATAN NOW?Y

PEFEFFETT!!
AHHAHAHAHAHA!

NO, YOU'RE
RIGHT. IT'S REALLY

REALLY?T T
JUST PIP!

ro you
NEEP A HUG?
SOME HOT




HONEST QUESTION.
I WANT AN HONEST ANSWER.
IF T WENT TO CHURCH WITH
YOU, WOULP YOU RELAX A
LITTLEY

WAIT, PO You =
REALLY THINK...T WHAT D"CJ
\YOU THINK WOULP

HAPPENTY

MMM... NAH!

I'M PRETTY SURE
THESE PROXIMITY COMMS
CAN'T BE TURNEP OFF,

SO YOU'RE STUCK

ANYWAY, HOW'S YOUR
PRY GOING?

PERSONALLY, T
BASICALLY JUST GOT ABPUCTEP
BY A UFO ANP THROWN ONTO A TEAM OF
GUYS I PON'T KNOW, WHO PON'T REALLY WANT
ME AROUNP. NOTHING WARS REALLY EXPLAINEP TO

GUY WHO THINKS IT'M THE ANTICHRIST... ALL TO
AVOIP A COURT-MARTIAL T PROBRBLY £
PESERVEP.

---S0 IT'S BEEN A
WEIRP ONE FOR ME. YOU
COULP SAY T'M A LITTLE

FREAKEP OUT...

FEEL BETTER, AFTER WHAT
LITTLE T HERRP TOPARY, I'P STANP
WITH YOU OVER "THEM!" ANY PRY.

EVEN KNOWING YOU HATE

>~ OK, LOOK. WE

CAN SNUGGLE A
\LITTLE, BUT NOTHING

\_CREEPY. _




I AM NOW ATTEMPTING TO LOOSEN
THE FIT WITH A GENTLE ROCKING
MOTION... T'M NOT FEELING ANY PLAY... T'M
ALSO NOTING PUST FALLING INTO THE GAFS
AS T ROCK IT BACK ANP FORTH...
INTERESTING.

THIS |16 POCTOR LAFPOINTE. LOG
©273. THE PATE |S AUGUST 15TH, 2080. THE
TIME 1S 13:17. T AM PROCEEPING WITH THE
EXAMINATION OF THE ARTIFACT VE:QIGNF\TEV
Eei= R R=0-—2" :

INTO PLACE, WITH EXTRAORPINARILY
TIGHT TOLERANCES.

BEFORE I FROCEEV WITH
REMOVAL OF THE "sHIP," T WOULP LIKE

TO NOTE, BEGRUPGINGLY, THAT I PIP NOT MAKE
THIS PISCOVERY ALONE. ONE OF THE MARINES ON
BOARRP REFPORTEP SEEING LIGHT COMING FROM THE

TWO POLISHEP SPHERES. T REGRET THAT T
PON'T RECALL HIS NAME. "A.J." OR
SOMETHING LIKE THRAT.

OK! WHOA... T JUST
. OBSERVEP THE ENTIRE SECTION MOVE,
ACCOMFPANIEP BY A CLERAR, AUPIBELE
THUNK. ALMOST AS IF AN AIRTIGHT
SEF\L HAP BROKEN...

=

"FREE NOW, BUT THE FIT 1& &TILL VERY
TIGHT. T WILL NOW TRY TO CAREFULLY
LIFT IT OUT OF IT& SLOT ANV TURN IT




WOW! UMM... T
op!

APPEARRS TO EE ONE
OF THE ENERGY WERAFPONS,
OR POSSIBLY PSYCHIC
WERFONS, PEFICTEP C)N
THE HRT1FHC‘T -

IT'S ATTACHER TO
THE BACK OF THE "SHIP!
WITH WHAT APFEAR TO BE

BRONZE CLAMPS... T WILL

NOW ATTEMFT TO

REMOVE IT.

A PURPLE CRYSTAL ON
ONE ENP. PURPOSE
UNKNOWN.

THE MAIN BOPY APFPEARS
TO BE MAPE OF TWO SEPARATE
MATERIALS, WITH ABOUT A POZEN OR
SO SECTIONS. T CAN'T SEE ANY
SEAMS, LEAPING ME TO BELIEVE THE
MATERIALS MAY BE FUSEP AT THE
ATOMIC LEVEL, AS WE'VE
OBSERVEP BEFORE.

THE OUTER MATERIAL
APPEARS TO BE ROUGHLY
FINIGHEVP ROSE GRANITE. THE
INNER MATERIAL SEEMS MUCH
MORE SOPHISTICATER, FOSSIBLY
GRAPHITE-BRSEPV OR SOME
SIMILAR CARBON-RICH
MATERIAL

IT APPEARS VERY PARK S
GRAY, WITH MORE REFLECTIVE
LINES RUNNING AROUNP ITS
CIRCUMFERENCE.

AS WITH MUCH ALIEN
TECHNOLOGY, THERE ARE NO
CLEAR &IGNS OF CIRCUITRY OR AN
INTERFACE OF ANY KINP.

7~ UNFORTUNATELY, EITHER ITS
FOWER SOURCE IS PEFPLETEP OR
THE PEVICE IS BIOMETRICALLY
A\ LOCKEP IN SOME WAY... OR T ._THQ-T :

EVEN S0,
= FURTHER RESERRCH INTO THIS
PEVICE MAY LEAVP TO A PEFENSE AGRINST
' THE PSYCHIC CONTROL THE ALIENS EXERT OVER
Us. IF NOT, T AM STILL CONFIPENT IT WILL LERP
TO A PEEPER UNPERSTANPING OF OUR OWN
MINPQ, MAYBE EVEN THE UNNERQE
ITSELF! INCREPIBLE!




PRAGON ONE-NINER
COPI|ES, BUTCHER. WE
SEE YOU. OUT.

VANEMSEERSANT
SEBRASTIAN KASS. THAT'S
KAPRAL ARTUR PEETRE BEHINP d
ME, ANP KAPRAL SETH EELMARA IN/
THE PRIVER'S SEAT. ESTONIAN
PEFENCE FORCES.

L

HOW VERY

~ BUT NAH, WE GOT IT OPEN. JUST
NEVER TRUST THE SWEPES TO BUILP
ANYTHING MISSION-CRITICAL!




NO, THAT'S IT. :
EURCOM WOULPN'T LET HG \
GO GET 'EM WITHOUT YOU...
ANP WE ARE COMING WITH /
YOU. THOSE ARE OUR GUYS £

:’f OUT THERE.
y -

FPERFECT. YOU EVER RIPE IN
A KILONOVA?

ALL-WHEEL PRIVE ANP STEERING,
ALL-TERRAIN SUSPENSION, 3,850

HORSEPOWER. NUCLEAR-POWEREP. SHE'LL _

LIGHT UF ALL EIGHT TIRES AT 14O KFH
WITH TRACTION CONTROL OFF.

YES.
IT's A LOT OF
MACHINE... WHAT, YOU BIG,
BAP AMERICAN MARINES
AFRAIP OF A LITTLE
TRUCKI!?

: ROLL!NG BY OUR COUNT,

I THEY'VE ONLY GOT A FEW
HOURS OF AIR LEFT, ASSUMING
THEY HAP TO SWITCH TO SUITS.

HOUR ANP A HALF TO
GET THERE. :

FPROBLEM. WE )
HAVE TO 0 THA
WAY ANYWAY.

HELL NO,
EGORI! LET'S FUCKIN!
GO!




BACK AT THE U.&. 5. ARES LANPING SITE, C.J. WAS POING
HIS BEST TO ANNOY JIMMY BY SINGING... BAPLY.

"CAN YOU TAKE ME HIGHERT
TO A PLACE évE,‘-!EE;E BLINE MEN

"CAN YO TAKE ME HIGHER:
TO A FLACE WITH GOLPEN
STREEEEEEETS!M

WHAT, YOU PON'T
LIKE THAT SONG?

YOU'RE VERY
JUPGMENTAL FOR A
GUY WHO SUPPOSEPLY
BELIEVES WHAT YOU
BELIEVE.

ARE YOU ONE OF
THOSE GUYS WHO
NEEV A CANPY BAR
EVERY FEW HOURS TO
KEEF FROM TURNING
INTO A POUCHETY

MRE COOKIES OR
SOMETHING IN THE
ROVER... OR
TONGS...

TO PULL OUT
WHATEVER CRAWLEP
UP YOUR RSS.




IT'S
FERFECTLY SAFE! WE
PO IT ALL THE TIME! RS
LONG AS WE PON'T ROLL [T!
THAT ONLY HAPPENSG... 25... 4
NO, 15 PE#S\ENT OF THE-

BE FINE! YOU MIGHT GET
PUSTY, THOUGH!

THERE WARS. IT
BROKE OFF A FEW WEEKS
AGO. ONE OF OUR GUYS HIT A
ROCK... BIG ROCK. IT'S OUT THERE
SOMEWHERE, AMONG THE REVP
ROCKS! JUST CLIMB UP THE REAR
TIRE ANP HgggF\CROQQ. IT'S

THE TWO MOVEP TO THE B'HC’ OF THE ROVER F{NP BEGAN CLIMBING THE REAR WHEEL.
C.J. PULLEP HIMSELF LUF EASILY, BUT JIMMY STRUGGLEP WITH THE WHEEL'S SIZE ANP HIS
SUIT'S LIMITEPZ MOBILITY.




ONE, THIS IS
F!VE WE'RE G

ON'T KNOW IF THIS MHKEE-
E, BH.‘I"HENGING o ) T

I'VE EVER PONE.

 WHILE. QH@uLP Sl
PRIVING SONGZ

"SOME SAY SAY

LOOOVVVEEEE. IT IS HHHH-_ =

RIIIVVERRRRR"

NOTHING. T _
JUST THOUGHT WE :
C‘OI.-ILP SING A PRNiNQ
SONG.

NOTHING. YOU'RE ™
- JUST REALLY EASY TO "
. MESS WI;H. 'S KINPA

THAT'S THE NICEST ™
4 THING YQH'VE'- SF\IP TO .

~_ YOU BRSICALLY JueT

" PROMOTEP ME ON YOUR OWN
- TIER L-IQ-‘T. I WENT UP A NOTCH, |,
OT POWN. I'LL TRKE IT!

~_ I PON'T CARE IF YOU '
i L-IKE: ME OR NOT. T .JUST P’ON'T :
WANT TO LIVE ANP WORK WITH A
Ql«l‘/ WHO ACTIVELY HATES ME
FOR NO RERSON.




JAMESTOWN ROVER, THIS IS
WARWAGON ONE. JOINT MILITARY
RESCUE OPERATION. PLERSE
RESPONP. NATO CHALLENGE:
PHOENIX. OVER.

I SAY AGAIN: JAMESTOWN
ROVER, THIS IS WARWAGON ONE.
JOINT MILITARY RESCUE OPERATION.
NATO CHALLENGE: PHOENIX. PLERSE
RESPONP. OVER.




SHE'S =
BANGEV UF GOOP.
LOOKS LIKE THEY
ROLLEP HER AT SPEEP.
I THINK WE'RE
[clele)

YEAH... T PIPN'T EVEN®
THINK OF THAT. )

U.S. MARINES! ANYONE IN
THE ROVER, SOUNP OFF!
WE'RE HERE TO HELFP. KEEP

YOUR WEARPONS POWN! I
THANK GOP! PLERSE
HELF BEFORE THEY
COME BACK! THEY
: JOOK JULIUS!

OKRAY, BUPPY. WE'RE

HE??}&? F&bﬁb?Ho _— THE &PIPERS!

THE GIANT ROCK SPIPERS!
(THEY CAME FROM
UNPERGROUNP! THEY JUST
VRHGGGEC!;PP;HM OFF! OHH,

T SEE. ~_
HOW MANY OF

VO e TERE, : SEVEN! SEVEN OF Ug!
e le SONE WE'RE ALL PRETTY BANGED
£ UP! THEY TOSSEP THE ROVER
AROUNP LIKE A TOY! THERE
WERE EIGHT, BUT THEY TOOK

ONE, THIS IS FIVE. CONTACT
WITH ONE OCCUPANT. POSSIBLE
HYPOXIA OR PRUGS. SAYS SPIPERS
ATTACKEV THEM. REPORTS SEVEN
INJUREP, ONE MISSING. WE'VE GOT

BULLET HOLES. OVER.

ARE THEY GONET?Y
WHAT ABOUT JULIUS!?
PO YOU SEE HIM OUT

THERE!?

WE'RE NOT
CRAZY ANP WE'RE NOT
ON PRUGS! THERE REALLY
WERE GIANT SPIPERS!

ALL RIGHT, GUYS.
COME ON OUT. IT'S JUST Y
A SHORT WALK TO OUR /
ROVER.




IT'S STILL RIGHT
THERE! OHH, GOP!

C.J. THRNEP TO FACE A MASSIVE CREATURE: PART CRAB, FART
SFPIPER, FART THRTLE. ITS FIERCING EYES FIXEFP ON HIM AS |T
STALKEP CLOSER, SLOWLY ANP PELIBERATELY.




THE CREATHRE REAREPF HF ON ITS HINP LEGS IN
A THREAT PISFLAY, REVEALING A MASSIVE,
MOUTHLIKE OFENING ON ITS LUNPERSIPE, LINEF
WITH LARGE, JAGGEP TEETH.

JIMMY POVE UNPER THE PISABLEP ROVER AS
| C.J. TOSSEP A FRAGMENTATION GRENAPE INTO

¥ THE CREATURE'S MOLUTH.

_\'d
LN L o 4 b -
STRUCK THE BACK OF THE CRE TA OUT. T

THE GRENAPE
ROLL%P BENEATH A LARGE FILE OF ROCKS BEFORE PETONATING, POING NO AFFARENT
PAMAGE.

THE BLAST STARTLEP THE C’RE,TLJRE. IT SLAMMEFPF POWN ONTO ALL EIGHT LEGS, THEN
SSWEFT A FORELEG ACROSS C..J. WITH INCREPIBLE SPEEP. THE BLOW SENT HIM FLYING




FROM BENEATH THE STRICKEN ROVER, JMMY TOOK AIM

ANP FPOUREP 7.62 MM ROUNPS INTO THE CREATURE'S
HEAP.

el

MOST ROUNPS GLANCEP OFF ITS THICK, ROCKLIKE
HIPE. A FEW SEEMEP TO FENETRATE, BUT PIP LITTLE
BEYONP ANGERING THE CREATURE.




NN

THE ENTIRE TEAM FOUREP FIRE INTO THE CREATURE. A FEVV MORE \
SHOTS CAME FROM INSIPE THE ROVER.

h 1 d i . I ‘(‘\

: . -
THE CREATURE REAREFP LF AGAIN, FPERHAFS TO INTIMIPATE TH
MAKE A FINAL ATTEMFT TO ESCAFE. IT SUCCUMEBEP TO ITS WOUNPS
ANP COLLAPSEP ONTQO ITS BELLY JUST FEET FROM C..J.

_.‘1

P an L@ 4 y .‘. ._‘ -
R A i~ L & X ¥ _ :
PESPITE COLLAPSING, THE CREATURE CONTINUEP TO TWITCH ANP MOVE.

F




HMMPFPEFFF...
OWWWW.__.

JMMY... YOU
OKARY, BUPPY? T
CAN'T... CAN'T REACH MY
RIFLE... THE FUCK WARS
THAT!Z?

I THINK T CAN REACH IT
= R = o | A S e S

MAYBE NOT... T
MIGHT NEEP SOME HELF
HERE... FUCK!



o) -
GET HIM, FOUR!
WE'RE ON OUR

WAY!

= IWEHGE
‘WITH THESE GUYS
'ANP SECURE THE ROVER.
THREE, WITH ME! WE'RE

L GOING FOR FIVEL

LET'S PO IT!
SETH, TURN THE
ROVER AROUNP!

BACK IT IN!

AHHH! FUCK.. THAT
REALLY HURT..

RGHH! EVERYTHING!
WHAT HAPFPENEP?

UMM... T&
THIS MARS?Y
WHERE!'SG MY

RIFLE?

-




HEY, JIMMYT T THINK =
I'M PRETTY FUCKEP UP... T
CAN'T MOVE... WHAT'S THAT /
- SOUNP? =k

HAL T \
THOUGHT YOU
_HATEP ME? /|

LOHHA,
OKAY... I'M

1 JUST GONNA
\TAKE A QUICK

: NAP.

C.J. PIPN'T KNOW IT YET, BUT HIS SsUIT WAS
LEAKING AIR ANP LOSING FRESSURE. THE SOUNP
HE HEARP WAS AIR RUSHING OUT.

o F U

T PON'T REALLY...
KNOW... WHAT'S
GOING ON?

NGB
WHY'P T PO
THARTZ HEY,
WHERE'S MY
RIFLET

I PON'T FEEL
GOOop, GUYS...
EVERWEH!NG' FEELS

NVERY -0
'RAINBOW-Y."

. 4
- =

AS HIS SUIT LOST PRESSURE, OXYGEN PEPR!VFIT;’aN
WAS BEGINNING TO PISTORT C.J.'S VISION.




RGHHHH! FUCK! &TOP N
PUT ME POWN!

(T KNOW! JueT A
\ FEW FEET, YERH?

AGHH! SORRY, -
Guvs.ug FUCKEP

» NAH, YOU PIPN'T
PO ANYTHING WRONG,
R - T

—  AHH-OWW!
YEAH... NOT GOOP
ENOUGH... SPIT IT RIGHT
BACK OUT...

HEY, THERE'S A
GUY IN THE CAVE... T
SAW HIM WHEN T WAS
FLYING THROUGH THE AIR...
I THINK... WHERE'S MY
RIFLE?

ALL RIGHT, WE'LL S
CHECK IT OUT. LET'S
JUST GET YOU IN THE

' ROVER. :




WANT ME TO CHECK
IT OUT, PIT




LOOKS CLERR.

JULILUS, WE'RE
U.S. MARINES. CAN

FUCKING SHIT WAY
TO G

, MAN.

v POO
GUY'S STIFF AS A
BOARRP. SUCKS FOR




I PIPN'T SIGN UP
FOR THIS
BULLSHIT, BRO!

JIMMY WRESTLEP WITH A THERMITE GRENAPE IN HIS SUIT
FPOUCH. HIS BULKY GLOVES MAPE IT HARP TO GET A GRIF.
WITH POZENS OF CREATHRES FOURING OUT OF THE CAVE, HE
GAVE UF ANP WENT BACK TO FIRING HIS RIFLE.




BEFORE HE COULP FRESS THE MAG RELEASE, A CREATURE LEAFT
POWN FROM ABOVE THE CAVE MOUTH ANFP WRKAFFEP ITS LEGS
AROUNP HIM. IT TRIEF TO PRAG HIM POWN, CLAWING AT HIS SUIT.

= ]
A BULLET sSTRUCK THE CREATURE IN THE HEAP, PROFFING IT AT JMMY'S FEET. HE
THURNEFP TOWARP FAUL ANFP BILL, EXPECTING ONE OF THEM TO HAVE FIREFP. BUT
THEY WERE CARRYING JULILHS'S BOPY ANEF ONLY NOW THRNING TO HELF.




WHAT THE?
WHERE AM TI7
WAS THAT A
PREAM?

FUCK... THAT
WAS REAL!T

HEY! YOU'RE
THE LAST PERSON TI)
EXPQ.EECTEP TO ¢




REAPING THE
BIBLE ANFP PRAYING
FOR ME?

OHH... WELL,
HANKS,
PlP IT HELFP?

AHH, NOT THAT
BAP THEN. I'VE HAP
WORSGE.

IT WAS WEIRP.
EVERYTHING \
SHIMMEREVP. T COULPN'T |y
THINK STRAIGHT... T
FEEL FINE NOW,
THOUGH.

~ AHH, THAT MAKES
SENSE... YO, T THINK WE
GOT OFF TO A BAP START.




OHH, BLOW IT OUT
YOUR RASS. ..

ANYWAY,
FOR MY NEXT

SONG!

IPIPSAY T
WOULP.




