ELSEWHERE ABOARP SI'RIZALL, PALE ANP
STEVE ARRANGEP THEIR SENSORS IN THE
MAIN FUEL-ROP ROOM FOR ONE OF THE
SHIF'S FOLIR WARF-PRIVE RINGS.

S0O... A CLOCK,
THENT?Y

SEE, WE/LL PLACE
THESE SYNCHRONIZEP CLOCKS
ACROSS THE SHIP ALONGSIPE OUR OTHER
INSTRUMENTS. THEY/LL LET US COMPARE THE
TIMING OF EVENTS AT PIFFERENT POINTS ON
THE SHIF TO WITHIN A TRILLIONTH OF
A SECONP.

f/

SORT OF, YEG. IT'S ONE
OF MANY TOOLS WE
BROUGHT!

NOW, YOU'RE SURE THIS
THING 1& OK BEING PULLEP
OUT LIKE THIS?

OH, YES. THE
RASSEMEBLY REMAINS
FULLY OPERATIONAL IN THIS
POSITION. YOU MAY
EXAMINE IT SAFELY.

NO. THE INNER CASING'S
MICROGEOMETRY FORMS ANP \
SUSTAINS THE LAMINAR WAVEFORM. |
EVEN A SPECK OF PUST CAN
IMPAIR IT.

INTERESTING.. T PON'T
SUPPOSE I COULP PUT A
FEW SENSORS ON THE
INSIPE OF THE CHAMBER?Y




STEVE! GOT
THOSE THINGS REAPY

7
YUP! GOT EM VTS

HERE!

WHERE MUST
THEY BE PLACEPT

THEY NEEV TO BE
FLACEP IN VERY SPECIFIC
FOINTS ACROSS THE SHIFP,

FROM FRONT TO BACK.

---HOW MANY ARE

THERE ARE &4 IN THE BOX.
THEN WE GOTTA GO BACK TO
ABOUT HALF ANP INSTALL OTHER
SENSORS.

~ ARCROSS A
VESSEL THIS SIZET
THAT WILL TRAKE
HOURSG...

I ESTIMATEPR SIX =
HOURS, 45 MINUTES. GIVE
OR TRAKE A HALF HOUR
FOR UNKNOWNS.

VERY WELL..
YOU LOOK LIKE YOU
COULP USE THE
EXERCISE..




AHH-HA! T LIKE YOUR
SPECIES!

THIS THERMAL SENSOR LACKS THE
SENSITIVITY YOU REQUIRE. BUT T
BELIEVE IT CAN BE IMPROVEVP. ALLOW
ME TO SHOW YOU.

YOU.. LOOK LIKE YOU
C'OLIL-Pg’ﬁ'-g FLATFORM

BY ALL MEANS,
SHOW ME!
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HOUWRS AFTER C.J. ENTEREP THE ONTA'NIESS, JIMMY WAS STILL WAITING FOR HIM TO WAKE, AS
ORPEREP.

\

THE COLHCH WAS TOO SHORT FOR HIM TO
SLEEF COMFORTABLY. HIS TABLET HAP

PONE LITTLE TO KEEF HIM AWAKE.




A THROBEBING HEAPACHE ANP A SLURGE OF
NAUSEA JOLTEP C.J. AWAKE.

OHH, GOP.. MY
HEA




HMM? OHH, YOU'RE UP?

WH-UGHH... WHAT
IN THE HELL'S GOING
ON?T

s TN

-

¥ YT et g

/

'BOUT PAMN TIME.

ACTUALLY, | WAS
OPING YOU COULP TELL
M

YOU STEPPEP ONTO THAT... THING
ANFP JUST COLLAFPSER.,

GABRIEL... OR WHOEVER HE |&... SAIP IT'S
NORMAL ANP HAP YOU CRARRIEP HERE.

SO... WHAT PIP IT SHOW YOU?

HE WOULPN'T LET US TRY. SAIP [T
WOULP KILL US..

APPARENTLY IT'S ONLY FOR "HIGHER
ORPER BEINGS!'.




UHH.. IT'M INCLINEP TO
BELIEVE HIM.. OWW..







HEY, MAN, YOU PUKEP
ON THE FLOOR OUT
HERE...

YOU sSHOULP
PROBRBLY CLEAN THAT
UP.. T'LL ASK WHERE
THE MOFS ARE.

YOU ALL RIGHT?




g

EMBARRASSING AS IT WAS, C.J. COULPN'T PENY THAT HE §
FELT TEN TIMES BETTER.

MAN. ..

THAT BROUGHT BACK
MEMORIES OF THE PARTY
RIGHT AFTER BOOT
CRMP. ..

HOW LONG WARS T
ouT?




YOU'VE JUST BEEN
SITTING HERE THE WHOLE
TIME? WHY'P YOU &TICK
AROUNP?
PLEASE TELL ME YOU
WEREN'T, LIKE—

WHY PIPN'T YOU WRAKE
ME UP?

'

I WRAS SPECIFICALLY
TOLP NOT TO. SEVERAL

PLUS, YOU HAVEN'T SHUT UP SINCE YOU N
JOINEP US. T WARS %ﬁfgrng THE PERCE ANP

S oo L (P o

I WATCHEP PALE ANP STEVE NERP OUT
OVER THE ENGINES, THEN CAUGHT A FEW
MINUTES ON THAT COUCH.

THING'S BUILT FOR
QOMEBOQTY HALF MY




ANP T WAS ACTUALLY
ORPEREP TO BE HERE THIS TIME.
SO PON'T START.

Goor! O, WHAT
PIP THAT THING SHOW
YOU?

PUPE! THAT'S AWESOME!

MMM_.. MY HERP
STILL HURTS. YOU WIN
THIS TIME.

GLOWING CUBES... LIGHTS. LIKE A
PLANET-SIZEP HARP PRIVE. WHOLE
WORLPS OF INFORMATION IN A FLASH. ..

; JIMMY, T'M STILL A LITTLE
OUT OF IT. WAIT... PIPN'T T PUKE

ON THE FLOOR?Y

PIP YOU SEE ANYTHING
SPECIFICT




RIGHT THERE...
WHAT THE...T

THIS SHIP IS
FUCKING SPOOKY,
MAN.

HONESTLY? THE LEMAY'S
SPOOKIER TO ME.

GIVEN ITS
HISTORY... THAT'S
FAIR

_ P onLy GoT THE GlaT.
SWFELL ASLEEP PURING
NPALE'S SEVENTEEN-HOUR
VIPEO.

/ PRETTY GURE HE BEATS OFF
TO IT.

THAT'S ALL THEY GAVE ME! NO
ORIENTATION. JUST, "WELCOME
ABOARP. THERE'S YOUR

SLEEP-FOP.!

I STILL PON'T KNOW THE
RULES!

7 THAT'S WEIRP. WE ALL
WENT THROUGH
. ORIENTATION.

WELL, SOME STANPARVPS ARE RELAXEV. MY HAIR
PEFINITELY ISN'T REG.

NO BEARPS, THOUGH. MOSTLY BECAUSE OF THE
EVA SUITS. ANP PON'T GET CAUGHT WITH YOUR PECKER
INGIPE ANYTHING BUT YOUR FPANTS.




ANP THE SHIPS PON'T EXIST,
BUTCHER TEAM POESN!'T EXIST, ANP
NOTHING WE PIP EVER HAFPENEP. AT

LEAST FOR NOW. :

I PEPUCEV ALL THAT
ALREAPY.

"THEN YOU KNOW THE REST. HOW TO
BE A MARINE... T HOPE.

TRIEFP TO SMUGGLE PATA
TOLERANCE.

PAMN. T WOULPN'T
EXFPECT THAT FROM THE
COLONEL.

THE MAN CAN FLIF A SWITCH %
LIKE NOTHING T'VE EVER SEEN. A5

PAMN... T WIGH I'P
B KNOWN THAT EARLIER.




. SHE'S ALSO NOT ON

[THE SAME TEAM, IF YOU GET .

MEANING.

FPFFT! SURE.

THEY ONLY TELL YOU
THEY ENJOYEP IT TO MAKE
YOU FEEL BETTER.
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YEARH, WE GET PRISON MATS.
SPERKING OF...

WHY WERE YOU IN JAILT

Y SHOCK, ANP GHE'S PRETTY
HOT. INSTINCT TOOK OVER,
1 T GUESS.

EIRST OFF,
BULLSHIT. SECONP, EVEN
IF THAT WERE TRUE, T

HMM_ .. YERH. PROBARBLY
SOMETIMES.

THIS BEP, THOUGH... WE NEEP
THESE ON THE LEMAY.




OH! THAT. SOME GUY AT A
PARTY GRABBEVP MY GIRLFRIENP'S
BUTT. IL.EHT HIM CLEARN THROUGH A

WALL.

FUNNY THING |16, T PIPN'T GET
CHRARGEP FOR THAT. HE LEFT BEFORE THE
COPS SHOWEP UP. T WARS SEVENTEEN, 5O THEY
GOT ME FOR L—INPERH%EQFPRINKINQ, OF ALL
HIN -

PAP LET ME SPENP THE NIGHT, THEN
PICKEP ME UFP IN THE MORNING. T SLEPT
THROUGH MOST OF IT.

-

OUNT. |

YEAH. IT REALLY PIFN'T
AFFECT ANYTHING.

PHP WRAS MORE FISSEP
HE HAP TO PAY TO FIX THE
GuY's WALL.

GAVE THE GARPENER TWO
WEEKS OFF ANP MAPE ME PO ALL
HIS WORK.

WHOLE NEW RESPECT FOR
THAT PUPE...

I SCREWEP UP AT LEAST FIVE
GRANP IN GARPEN PLANTS.




YOU PON!'T REALIZE HOW
PUNCHABLE YOU SOUNP, PO
YOU?

C.J., NO ONE HAS A FUCKING
FPRIVATE GARRPENER.

ANP FIVE GRANP IN
PLANTS? PO THEY GROW
MONEY?

TEN, THE LAPY IN THE TENT
F NEXT TO OURS WAS SCHIZOPHRENIC.

THEN THERE WERE THE TWO GRY
CRACKHEAPS. USEP TO BERAT THE —
SHIT OUT OF EACH OTHER WITH STICKS
ANP BELTS, THEN HAVE VERY, VERY g
N LOUP SEX.

" OH, T HAVE HOURS OF
 (FOOTAGE, PUPE. BUT YOU AIN'T
WRONG. THAT WOULP PROBABLY
NGET VIEWS.

THESE WERE RARE
FLOWERS OR SOME SHIT. BY
THE TIME I WAS PONE, THEY

WERE COOKEP.

L 'WHOSE LIFE SUCKS
O\ MORE," YOU WIN.

SEE, IF YOU WERE SMART,
YOU'P HAVE FILMEP THAT SHIT
ANP PUT IT ON THE INTERNET

WITH APS.




THAT PLACE HARSN'T GOTTEN MUCH

BETTER, EITHER...

> WOAH! NOT TO BE RUPE,
N(BUT I JUST NOTICEP THAT'S A
S WINPOW!

g

Pt o 1 & R PR
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OH, ERT A TRUCKLORP OF
PICKS.

LET'S GEE HOW OBSERVANT YOU
ARE AFTER WAKING UP FROM...
WHATEVER THE FUCK THAT WARS.

T FEEL LIKE I PRANK A BOTTLE <
OF WHISKEY TO THE FACE, THEN
SLEPT IN A CENTRIFUGE.

YOU ACTUALLY GET
HUNG OVER? LIKE... YOU
FEEL IT?

-.A'l.-:—..__

e B el b etin o e ntia

¥ SO... WHAT
HAPPENEP TO THE
A\ FLOWER LAPY?

P
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JEGUS. .. IT'S NOT JUST
|{WHAT YOU SAIP. IT'S HOW
ACASUALLY YOU SAIP IT.

T WRAS NORMAL OUT THERE. X
HAPPENEP ALL THE TIME. THAT'S WHY
AWE WERE GANG-BANGING ANP
S CARRYING GUNS AT NINE.

‘ X

ANCIENT
HISTORY NOW.

YEAH.
BGOTCHA... &

HUH... T KNEW IT WOULPN'T BE
A BLUE TUNNEL WITH STARS
WHIFPFPING BY, BUT...

ST OUT. YOU CAN SEE THAT
. ANCOLOR-SHIFT THING FRST STUFF

"COLOR-SHIFT THING"Y



YERAH, REPSHIFT,
BLUESHIFT... T FORGET WHAT
THAT'S CALLEP.

POFFPLER EFFECT... T
THINK?

ISN'T THAT THE
WEATHER RAPARY

PLOOK, T WANNA GET
WM<OME SLEEP, ANP T CAN'T

W GIVE ME R SECONP. THIS

I'M GONNA GET A SHIF b '
LIKE THIS ONE PAY! THAT SEEMS. ..
1 PLAUSIBLE, T GUESS. T
ALSO NEEV CHOW, &0
- PLERASE BE QUICK.



YOH PIPN'T LEAVE

HIM, PIP vow’




I'M HERE! SORRY,

IT'S A MASSIVE FUCKING
SPRACESHIP! T CAN'T BE THE
ONLY ONE WHO THINKS IT'S

cooL!t?

.- WELL, GET YOUR RSS UP
g, \HERE! THE COLONEL WANTS
TO SEE YOU! A

YERH! ANP HE
SEEMEP FPISSEP TOO..

I THINK YOU'RE ABOUT TO GET “Ngnd
IT.. 50O BRACE YOURSELF. HE'S ON Jif
THE COMMANP PECK. Pyl

e

I THINK IT HAS SOMETHING TO PO WITH
YOU HITTING ON WINTERS IN FRONT OF
HIM..

OR THE WHOLE "HIJACKING" THING..
A(MAYBE BOTH.. EITHER WAY, T THINK
YOU'RE IN TROUBLE!
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WHEN YOU GET THERE, -
JUST PUSH YOURSELF THROUGH THE
WALL. IT's L.!KQE‘.EFE\ LiQuUIP... YOU'LL

. - - l!’
5 J

NAH, MAN. JUST FUCKING
WITH HIM. T THINK HE JUST
WANTS TO ASK ABOUT THE...
WHATEVER THE FUCK WE

NO SHITZ WHAT,
( UHH... WHAT PIP HE
PUKE UP?

"YEAH, BRO. YOU KNOW
HOW IT GOES. GET IT WHENE
you ©




C.J. FOLLOWEP THE sHIP'sS CENTRAL AXIS
FORWARP TO THE COMMANP PECK, OR
BRIPGE, AS SOME OF THE CREW CALLEP IT.

HIS MINP RACEP THROUGH
EVERY MISTAKE THAT MIGHT
HAVE CAUGHT LHF WITH HIM.

— T -

AT THE UNMARKEP BARRIER, HE HESITATEFP, THEN REMEMBEREP FAUL'S -
PESCRIFTION: IT WOULP FEEL LIKE LIQUIP.

HE REACHEP OUT. HIS FINGER SLIFFEP THROUGH THE SURFACE,
SENPING RIFFLES ACROsSsS THE WALL.




THE BARRIER RESISTEP HIS MOVEMENT EVEN AS SOMETHING PREW
HIM THROUGH.

OHH, THAT'S WEIRP!

AS ARTIFICIAL GRAVITY TOOK HOLP ON THE FAR SIPE, C..J.
RECOGNIZEP THE PULL ANP INSTINCTIVELY GRABBEPF THE NEAREST
RAIL.

 COLONEL, &IR! I'P

/' GALUTE YOU, BUT... T'M)
KINPA HOLPING ON FOR .
= PERR LIFE HERE..

BAH! PON'T
WORRY ABOUT THAT..
AT EASE, LANCE
CORFPORAL. JUST PON'T
FALL.
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CRAREFUL. THIS ONE IS A
LITTLE PIFFERENT THAN THE REST.
IT PULLS YOU THROUGH A LITTLE
BIT.

YES, &IR. T ALREAPY
FELL ONCE. NOT TRYING
_TO PO THAT AGAIN. 4

YERH, INTO THE
HANGAR, T HEARP. A
FALL LIKE THAT COULP

KILL A MAN.

HAHA! T SUSPECT IT PIP! IN
FACT, THAT'S SORT OF WHY T
RASKEP YOU HERE...

THERE ARE A FEW THINGS WE
NEEP TO PISCUSS. IT SHOULP
\ ONLY TRAKE A MOMENT.




RQT OFF, YOU FEELING OK?
WE WERE TOLP THAT PROCESS CAN
L2\ BE GQUITE BRUTAL ON THE MINZ ANZ

WILL YOU BE FIT FOR THE
MISSIONT

I HOFPE SO. EITHER WAY, THIS
SHIP OWES YOU A PEBT OF
GRATITUPE.

WE'VE HAP QUITE A FEW PEOPLE JUST
VANISH OVER THE YERRS. WE NEVER KNEW
HOW OR WHY... NOW WE PO.

ANP THANKS TO
YOU ANP YOUR "GIFT,"
I'P LIKE TO HOFE IT
WON'T EVER HAFFEN
AGAIN.

FERHAFPS, BUT IT'M
RECOMMENPING YOU FOR
CORPORAL. YOU'VE ERRNEP IT. WE'LL
PUT IT THROUGH YOUR CHAIN OF
COMMANP RS SOQON RS
COMMUNICATIONS PERMIT.

NO, THANK YOU, SON.
WE'VE NEVER BEEN ABLE TO GET
‘. ANYTHING CLOSE TO THE RESULTS YOU
. BROUGHT IN T};%\‘;JSQT COUFLE OF

EVER HEAR THE SAYING IT'S BETTER
TO BE LUCKY THAN GOOP? T'LL TAKE THE
WIN, HOWEVER IT COMES.

THAT BEING SAIP, LIEUTENANT, COULP
YOU BRING UF IMRAGE
ZERO-FOUR-TWO-SEVEN, PLERSE?Y




I ALSO UNPERSTANP THAT YOU
MANAGEP TO COMMANPEER MY SHIP
FOR A MOMENT WITHOUT MY
KNOWLEPGE OR PERMISSIONT

OHH-HOQO! COOL! IS THAT
THE SIPE-RIZ OR WHATEVER ITS
NAME |57

HHRL. Y E R
YES, SIR... SORT OF... T
MERAN...

RELAX, I'M NOT MAP, ANP
YOU'RE NOT IN TROUBLE. FROM
WHAT T HEARP, YOU WEREN'T
EVEN TRYING?

NO, IR, T WAS
PEFINITELY NOT. BUT T COULY
FEEL IT: EVERY NUT, BOLT, THE
TEMPERATURE OF THE HULL. ALL OF IT.
~_IT WARS KINPA COOL, BUT ALEO
TERRIEYING...

MRAYBE... T
REALLY PON'T
KNOW, BUT...

YES, SIR...
R

SORRY, SIR.

IT WAS A BIG RECORP OR
ARCHIVE OF SOME KINP.

ONCE WE'RE
PONE WITH THIS LITTLE
EXCURSION, T WANT YOU TO

SECRETS OF THAT QV"EPTER
PEVICE ANP FINP A
PEFENSE.

PO YOU THINK
YOU COULP USE THE '
SCEPTER TO PO THE SAME TO

WE'LL KEEF IT IN OUR
BRACK POCKET FOR NOW. PIP
YOU LEARN ANYTHING IMPORTANT
FROM THAT MACHINE OVER

HEY, MARINE. YOU
WATCHING TV 05 TALKING TO
ME?




I SAW... A CUBE CREATURE.

IT SHOWEP ME...
SLUMS? T GUESS, SIR. BUT
WORSE THAN ANYTHING EARTH
HAS EVER HAP...

IT'S A BIG... O'RILEY
CYLINPER OR WHATEVER IT'S
CALLEP...

NO, SIR, T PON'T
THINK &O.

BUT I THINK IT SHOWEP ME HOW
TO WI

WE LOAP UP THE LEMAY WITH AS
MANY NUKES AS WE CAN FIT, FLY IT
OUT TO THE ARK ANP ISSUE AN
ULTIMATUM.

WE GET THEIR PATABASE ANP ALL
THEIR TECHNOLOGY. IN EXCHANGE, THEY
GET A PLACE TO STAY.

MAKE ITS AT THINK WE'RE
FRIENPLY... HE CAN'T FIRE ON
FRIENPLIES, REMEMBER?

HIS PEOPLE
HAVE TO LOSE THIS
BATTLE FOR BOTH OF US
TO WIN THE WAR...
THAT'S HOW HE SEES
IT, SIR.

YEé":{ SIR. THANK

YOU AGAIN, SIR.

PP YOU LEARN
ANYTHING USABLE OR
ACTIONRBLEY

THOINEILL CYLINPER.!
WE'VE GARTHEREP THAT
MUCH.

ANYTHING ABOUT THIS
ALLEGEPY PATHOGENTY

ANP HAVE THAT N\
[ BATTLESHIP BLAST US

HE MUST KNOW YOoul
KNOW THIS. ..

INTERESTING.

WRITE POWN AS MUCH AS YOU CAN,
ANYTHING THAT YOU THINK COULP BE
IMPORTANT.

OTHERWISE, YOU'RE
PISMISSEP, LANCE CORFPORAL.




48 HOURS AFFTER
DERPARTUIRE...
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CHARIOT, BLUE ERGLE
ONE. HANGAR CLERR.

RECEIVEP, BLUE
ERAGLE ONE. CUTTING
GUIPANCE BEAM.




MAIN ENGINE START
SEQUENCE INITIATEP.

AVAVAVAVAva:
I AATAATT
ANTIPROTON INJECTORZ RS
RESFONPING. CATALYST
BOMEBARRPMENT IN THREE... TWO...

ONE...

"HARIOT |15 PULLING
BACK TO HOLPING
FPOSITION. GOOP LUCK,
FRIENPS.
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ARE

THOUGSANP CATTLE
ASURROUNP LS. YOU LIKELY
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LAST MAN...
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VARIEEL ... E
THINK SOMEONE |5
ON THE ROOF...




THEN YOU WILL
RESTORE IT/!

N-NOTHING! THE
BR-BRERKER PROBABLY
JUST TRIPPEP! IT HAPFPENS!

YES! IT |16 JUST

[ OUTSIPE, AT THE REAR. YOU

NEEP ONLY RESET THE
SWITCH!

I AM TRYING... MY LEGS
ARE NUMB!







FACE POWN! ON
THE GROUNP! BE [ :
QUIET! e ) )

FPLERSE!
PO NOT HURT US!
WE HAP NO FPART IN
THIS!




BOSS, THESE

( GuYS ARE ALREAPY (I

TIEP UP.

WHAT ARE YOUR

NAMES !Z?

OHH, GOoPs! HIS

BOUNP US TWO PRAYS
AGO! WE WORK
HERE!

HERAP IS TORN OFEN!
WHAT WERFON POES SUCH

A THING?!




PLERSE, GET ME
OUT OF HERE! THERE
& BLOOP
EVERYWHERE!

W ALL RIGHT, JUST
STAY CA

M. YOU'LL BE
FINE.

HEY! FOCUS! WHERE IS THEIR
WEAPON? THE BIG ONE THEY
THREATENEP THE FARM WITHZ _

ON THE TABLE, %
BESIPE THE RAPIO.
YOU MUST TURN IT

TOC, BUTCHER ONE. T
FPRSS JACK PANIELS. TWO
TANGO KILO. TWO HOTEL

SIERRA. :




RALL QUIET, BOSS.
LOOKS LIKE WE'RE

: STILL GHOSTS.

¥  HELL NO!I'M
[ HARP AS A PIAMOND
b RIGHT NOW!

OKAY... PIPN'T
NEEP TO KNOW
L5 oy U R




BLUE EAGLE, THIS IS
BUTCHER 2. PASSING CAFTAIN
MORGAN.







BAG IT ALL UP. BRING IT
WITH LS.

PLERASE, LET ME
RISE! T PO NOT WANT
HIS ELOOP ON ME!
STANP 'EM UP,
FOUR.

WE HAVE BEEEN ON OUR
KNEES FOR TWO PARYS... T
PO NOT KNOW...
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Aol e AT'AMHU. .. JUST BE !
BUT WE HAVE ) ) |- E P SILENT... {{

PONE NOTHING! - e, SR, T PROMISE
J WE WILL PO NOTHING
FOOLISH. WE ONLY WISH TO GO

WAIT... YOU ARE
HUMANS? HOW?

HUMANS CANNOT
/ TRAVEL FASTER THAN
L.IGHT__.HHOW ARE YOU
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THAT'S NOT IMPORTANT
RIGHT NOW. BUT WE ARE HERE
TO HELP.

I NEEP TO KNOW
HOW MANY MORE BAP GUYS
THERE ARE,; ANP WHERE
THEY RARE.

SIX IN ALL. THEY SAIP
S0. THEY NEVER CERSEP
BOARSTING OF THEIR PLAN... THEY
SEEMEP QUITE PROUFP OF IT,
ACTUALLY.

NO,

HUMAN... IT WAS
BEFORE... THEY FLEP
FOR THEIR LIVES INTO A
FROZEN FOREST
FOR FUN._.

I PO NOT KNOW!
EVERYWHERE,
APFPARENTLY.

TWO WERE HERE, TWO IN
THE HOUSE, ANP TWO ROUNPING
UP THOSE WHO FLEP.

PEOFLE RANTY
WAS THAT AFTER
THE SHOOTING
STRRTEP?T

BITE ME, Z..

ALL RIGHT, YOU GOT ME. THAT
WAS A PUMEB QUESTION...




| HEY, WE JUST SAVEP

YOUR LITTLE BLUE RSSES, SO
THE LEAST YOU CAN PO IS BE

YOU ARE
RIGHT... T AM SORRY.
I AM JUST... AFRAIP...

FORGIVE ME.

THAT'S UNPERSTANPABLE.
WE'RE NOT MAP AT YOU.

YEgp
SIR.

ALL T KNOW IS
THAT MANY FLEP, ANP
THEY SENT TWO MEN
HF;ER THEM. THAT 1S

UNPERSTOOP. HOW
OFTEN WERE THEY
CHECKING IN WITH EACH
OTHERY WERE THEY USING
COMMS OR RUNNERS ON
FOOT?

MOSTLY ON FOOT
BY PAY, I THINK. THEN
RAPIOS AT NIGHT... THAT
ONE'S RAPIO WAS IN HIS
| TR

Z, FINP THAT
RAPIO... HOW
OFTENTY

I PO NOT KNOW... T
WAS MORE CONCERNEP WITH
THE FPAIN IN MY LEGS ANP NOT
PYING...

PERHAPS EIGHT OR
NINE TIMES BY PAY? FIVE
OR &IX AT NIGHTZ T TRULY PO
NOT KNOW. ..




HOUSE HERE, OR IS IT
ALWAYS UNLOCKEP?

YES! TN THE WIPE
PRAWER BENEARTH THE RAPIO.
THE LARGE SILVER ONE OFENS THE
FRONT ANP REAR POORS. THE SMALL
BLACK ONE |S FOR THE TOOL

HERE'S WHAT T NEEP YOU TWO
TO PO. GO OVER INTO THE CORNER
BEHINP ME ANP HIPE UNTIL YOU'RE
TOLP OTHERWISE. KEEF YOUR

THIS'LL BE OVER SOON

BLUE EAGLE, BUTCHER
ONE. ELEMENT MOVING TO
STOLICHNAYA NOW.




YERH, COPY,
ONE. WE'RE OSCAR
MIKE .

YOU REAPY FOR
SHIT TO GET REALT

OW! &sTOFP! T

CANNOT RISE...

I WILL PRAG YOU
IF T MUST!




COME ON,
YOU CAN PO IT!

REAPY!
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WE'RE GOING RIGHT
THROUGH THE FRONT

Z ANP T'LL BE RIGHT }
BEHINP YOU. BILL, COVER @
Us WITH THE PIG.

.*'_:\\ .

Z, CACHE THAT BARG UNPER

. POOR.

THE STAIRS.
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p» I REALLY WANNA
TRY ONE OF THESE, M
ods. g

GOT ONE POWN HARP HERE... N
YERH, HE'@ GONE.




!

TOC, ONE. S
| CONFIRMING, HOTEL KILO
ON THE PORCH.




BUTCHER COFIES ALL,
TOC. GOING LOUP.




UFP TO NOW, C.J. HAP ALMOST BEEN ENJOYING HIMSELF. WITH HOSTAGES ANF GHNMEN
BEYONP THE POOR, FEAR CALUGHT LUF WITH HIM.

FUSHING HIS FEAR ASIPE, C.J. THREW THE POOR OFEN ANP CAME FACE TO FACE WITH ONE

OF THE HOSTAGE TAKERS. HE RECOGNIZEP HIM FROM GABRIEL'S LIST OF SLUSFECTS.

e WRRGTE
A SECONP CAFPTOR STOOF PEEFER IN THE ROOM TO HIS RIGHT, PLASMA WEAFON IN HANP. THE

CLOSER ONE WAS UNARMEP.

HE COULPZ NOT STOF IN THE NARROW POORWAY ANP BLOCK H:" TEAM. HE CHOSE TO PROF THE
NEARER CAFTOR WITH A SINGLE, CLOSE-RANGE SsHOT TO THE HEAP.

ALL OF THIS WITHIN A SINGLE STEF. IT FELT AS THOUGH THE
WORLP HAP SsTOFFEP ANP SFEP LUF AT THE sAME TIME.

THEN HIS WORLP FROZE. THE RIFLE
ONLY CLICKEP AS THE FIRING FPIN
3 5

STRUCK A PEFECTIVE FRIMER.




C.J. HAPF NEVER BEEN sO TERRIFIEFP. AS THE CAFTOR REACHEP FOR HISs RIFLE, HE PROVE THE
MUZZLE INTO THE ALIEN'S MOUTH WITHOUT SLOWING, KNOCKING OUT TWO TEETH.

AFRAIP THE SECONP GUNMAN WOULP OFEN FIRE, C.J. TACKLEP THE FIRST OVER THE NEARBY
COUCH, CLEARING THE POORWAY AS HIS TEAM RUSHEP IN BEHINE HIM.

FIRST THROUWGH THE POOR BEHINP C.J.,
JIMMY PROFPFEPF THE SECONP GHNMAN
WITH THREE ROUNPS.
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PESFITE HIS SLIGHT BUILP, THE ALIEN FOUGHT WITH A STRENGTH, SFEEFP, ANFP SKILL THAT
SUHRFRISEP C..J.

HUNABLE TO OVERFOWER C.J., THE ALIEN RE W A LARGE KNIFE FROM HIS WAISTBANFP ANFP
THRUST IT TOWARP THE SIPE OF HIS HEAP.

AsS C.J. REACHEP FOR HIS PISTOL WITH HIS RIGHT HANP, THE ALIEN'S LONG REACH
CARRIEP THE BLAPE PAST HIS GUARP. IT CUT INTO THE SIPE OF HIS HEAP, STOFPFPING
AGAINST THE METAL FRAME WITH AN AUPIBLE PING.




SHARF FAIN SHOT THROUGH C.J.'Ss HEAP, ANP HE FELT BLOOFP RUNNING POWN HIS FACE.
ABANPONING HIS FISTOL, HE PROVE HIS RIGHT ELBOW INTO THE ALIEN'S FACE A< HARP AS
HE CoULP.

THE ALIEN RAISEP HIS LEFT ARM TO BLOCK. C’.J. 'S L.BOW SMASHEP THROUGH HIS GHARP,
PISLOCATING THE ALIEN'S ELBOW ANP FRACTURING HIS FOREARM BEFORE STRIKING HIS FACE
ANP KNOCKING HIM UNCONSCIOUS.

C.J.! yYOU Goop,
MAN!?

I GOTCHA.
C'MON.

AsS C.J. CLUTCHEP HIS FACE, BILL G'RHBS’EP HIS VEST ANP PULLEP HIM OFF THE ALIEN ANP ONTO
THE FLOOR. FAUL COVEREP THEM BOTH FROM BEHINP THE COLCH.



BILL, GET HIM ON THE TRABLE
THERE ANP GET HIS HELMET OFF.

YEAH, COPY THAT, Z. LOCK THE
BOTTOM FLOOR POWN ANP GET
PICTURES FOR F.R.&.

TOC, BUTCHER ONE. T PRSS
STOLICHNAYA ANP SOUTHERN
OMFORT.

ONE TANGO KILO, ONE IN
CUSTOPY. TWENTY-SIX TIMES
HOTEL SIERRA.

BE APVISEP, WOUNPEP
EAGLE. BUTCHER FIVE TOOK A
KNIFE TO THE FACE. STATUS TO
FOLLOW. :




GET A CASEVAC PRONE
REARPY!

YEARH, COPY THAT. GIVE
ME TWO MIKES.

YERH, GOOVP COPY,
ONE. STOLICHNAYA ANP
SOUTHERN COMFORT.

BE APVISEP, WE'RE
PREPFING A CASEVAC
PRONE NOW IN CRASE YOU
NEEP IT.

FOCUS, STAFF
SERGEANT. THEY CAN
HANPLE IT.




I PON'T THINK HE
SOT MY EYE... T €AN
STILL SEE. y

AHH! MISSEP THE <
EYE. THAT'S NOTHIN!'! '"'TI5
BUT A QC’ZHTC‘H," AS THEY

IRk

STILL HAVING FUNT

BAHH! IT'S NO FUN IF
THEY PON'T PUT UP A
LITTLE FIGHT, RIGHT?

IT'S FINE. WE'RE

T'M GOOP. LET'S
G‘ET’ THIG FINIGHED




ZUHH... C.J., YOU'RE BLEEPING
ALL OVER THE PAMN PLACE.
YOU'RE NOT GOOP.

You JUST GOT

7 : '-' F i -
T'M FINE, BOSS. IT'G ~ ‘ o SlRREEE

NOT THAT BAP. I PON'T : £ Ve
NEEP CASEVAC. IT'M NOT g :
GONNA BITCH OUT THAT

WOULPN'T EXPECT
LESS. YOU CHECK OUT 2O
FAR. YOU CAN STAY WITH LS,

hEUT T'M WRAPFPING THAT

- ] P FIRGT.
YEAH, THAT'S &

PROBARELY A
GOOV IPEA.

TOC, ONE. NEGATIVE ON
CASEVAC FOR NOW. WILL TREHT
HERE ANP CHARLIE MIKE.

BE APVISEP, WE'VE
BEEN INFORMEP SEVERAL
" PEQOFPLE RAN INTO THE FORESTS
WHEN THE SHOOTING STARTEP.
TANGOS SENT TWO OUT TO
ROUNP THEM UP.

IF WE'RE ALL CLEARR HERE,
GET ISR OUT OVER THE
FOREQTQ- QFE:"E\"}VHHT YOU CAN




BRIPGE, OFS. BLUE SKY. KILL
THE CLOAK ANP GIVE US FULL

b SENSOR CONTROL POWN HERE.

PEPLOY MORE PRONES,
ALL YOU'VE GOT. WE GOTTA
FINP THESE GUYS.

COPY THAT. V-3A PRONES
PRIMEP IN LAUNCH TUBES TWO

THROUGH FIVE.




WITH THE WEAFON NEUTRALIZEP, THE CURTIS LEMAY
PISENGAGEP ITS CLOAK, STILL SHELTEREP IN THE PARK,
FROZEN VALLEY NORTH OF THE COMFOULNP. THE SHIFP

FPOWEREP P EVERY SENSOR ANP OFPENEP FOUR PRONE
LAUNCH THBES BENEATH THE MAIN HANGAR.

..J

\

AVAVAV:

7S
TAVAY
ZAVAVAN\

N

Vs VAVA'&.‘ e

>

4
”

25
o
|/

f

. '
FOUR V—-3A MULTIROLE ATTACK ANP SURVEILLANCE PRONES UNFOLPEP THEIR WINGS ANP
PEFPLOYEP INTO THE FRIGIP, PARK NIGHT.




THE SOUNEP OF THEIR TWIN MICRO-THREBINE ENGINES WAS ALMOST
INGTANTLY PROWNEP OUT BY THE CONSTANT HOWL OF BROAN'IS'S

S N HIGH-ALTITHPE WINPS.
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FLYING LOW, THE PRONES USEP THEIR SOFPHISTICATEP SENSORS ANP ONEOARP AL TO
SEARCH FOR THE TWO REMAINING ATTACKERS AMONG THE COUNTLESS HEAT SIGNATHRES.
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YES. T
UNPERSTANP. T AM
PHAN'EL, FACILITY
MANAGER.

‘ NO, SIR. THESE
ARE MY PEOPLE. BUT AT
LERST &IX ARE STILL
MIGSING...

THEY

MURPEREP MY SON. ..

FPERHAFS MY GRANPSON,
TO

“




FOUR. TWO IN
THE RAPIO HOLISE.
TWO SERRCHING FOR
THOSE WHO FLEPD... MY
GRANPSON AMONG \
THEM.

HE'S MY SON! VA'PON!
HE'S ONLY EIGHT! HE WAS
FPLAYING OUTSIPE WHEN THE
SHOOTING STARTEP. PIP YOU
SEE HIMT

OVER TWO PRAYS!
PLERSE... TELL ME HE'S
ALIVE.




WELL, THAT WASN'T
JTOO BAP, RIGHT!?

SOMETIMES IT'S
NICE BEING A FUCKIN
ERMINATOR, BOSS!

YEARH, YEAH.
BITE ME.
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IT... WAS MY
IPEA.

NO, FATHER. IT
WAS MY FAULT! WE BOTH
WANTEP HIM TO LEARN HARP
WORK ANP PISCIPLINE. WE
SMUGGLEP HIM ABORRP. ..
I'M SO SORRY.

NOTHING LIKE THIS HAS EVER
HAPPENEP HERE. T THOUGHT HE
WOULP BE SAFE!




NO. YOU PIP
THE RIGHT THING,
MER'AZ.

YES... THE LIFT PEPOT! IT'S SOUTH
OF HERE. HE KNOWS TO GO THERE IN AN
EMERGENCY!

AR PAY'S WALK
FOR R BOY HIS SIZE.
THROUGH FROZEN
FOREST...

CUT ME FREE! T
MUST FINP HIM!

FLERSE... PLERSE
FINP HIM.




YOU... THE ONE THEY

CALL FIVE.

WHAT HAPFENEP TO YOUR
FRCET

LITTLE STAB
WOUNP. NOTHING
SERIOUS.

"NOTHING
SERIOUS"? YOU WERE
STABBEP IN THE FACE!

'y
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“" YERH, IT HAPPENS.

OCCUPATIONAL HAZARP.

THEN WHY REMAIN IN
SUCH WORK? ARRE YOU...
SLAVEST




THEN YOU'RE...
MAP?




HE IS. T'M PERFECTLY SANE.




THE WORKERS LOOKEP FROM ONE MARINE TO THE OTHER, NO CLOSER
TO LUNFPERSTANFPING EITHER.

NROBOT!?
"PEMON"?

I CANNOT MAKE
SENSE OF IT.

WE NEITHER
UNPERSTANP YOUR PETTY
QUARREL NOR CARE. COULP
YOU PLERSE UNTIE UST
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T VERY WELL... IT IS &
(ANYWAY. TF HE IS NOT IN

"HOUSE ! T'M STILL
GONNA BITE HIM!

WHATEVER... START
POWN THERE. I WILL CLIMB
BACK P THE HILL ANP SEE IF I
W CAN REACH THE OTHERS BY




% A
KRI'PALL PLUNGEP POWN THE HILL, CRASHING THROUGH THE > '
BRUHSH ANFP HOLLERING ANP HOOTING ALL THE WAY.

VA'TEE PALSEP TO CATCH HIs BREATH, ENJOYING A
BRIEF RESFITE FROM KRI'PALL BEFORE CLIMBING BACK

LHFP THE HILLSIPE.
AT THE TOF, HE FROZE. FOR A MOMENT, HIS
HEART SEEMEP TO STOF...




OVERHEAP, THE CURTIS LEMAY HLNG LIKE A
BEACON AGAINST THE NIGHT SsKY.

THE REP ANFP GREEN LIGHTS OF ITS sMALL
PRONES WERE BARELY VISIBLE IN THE PISTANCE,

BUT PRAWING CLOSER. IN THAT MOMENT, VA'TEE
KNEW THEIR MISSION HAP FAILEP.




GOT SOMETHING HERE!

ONE HERAT SIGNATURE...
TWO MORE NEARBY...
APFERAR TO BE ARMEP.

CONFIRMEP. ONE INSIPE. THE

' OTHER TWO ARE ON THE HILLSIPE,
ABOUT 4O0O ANP 800 METERS
NORTH OF THE PEPOT.
~ THAT'S GOTTA BE -

THEM! WINTERS.

—
™

-

"
o

’l

THAT'S ALMOST

TWENTY KLICKS AWAY.
THEY'LL NE'\L%ER MAKE IT IN

CAN WE GET A
HUNTER-KILLER PRONE IN
THERE?

ALMOST CERTAINLY, BUT
THEY'LL BE AT THE PEPOT BY THEN.
e o e
- wou EL HALF THE PLACE, WITH
FLUCK! THIS 16 WHY T WANTEPD A '
TEN=MAN TEAM, NOT FIVE! PAMN THE KIP INSIPE.
CHAIR-FORCE, IN ITS INFINITE ,
WISPOM, SAIP TNO"!

NO OFFENSE.



PP YOU FINP MY
SON!?7 TS HE ALIVE!?

PLERSE TELL ME
HE'S ALIVE!




I CAN... T AM NU'VOK.
I FLEW FOR THE ARSGARP

NAVY. SEVEN YEARRS AS

FPILOT-IN-COMMANP OF

VPT-64 AND VPT-126_ ..

WE'LL TAKE
THE LANPER!

PLEASE /!

THAT'S
RIGHT/!

; NU'VOK!
HE WAS A NAVY
PILOT! PLERSE...

HURRY.! WE
HAVE TO GO/




I'M GOING TO GET MY
SON! IT'LL KILL YOU IF
YOU TRY TO STOP ME!

FPALL WAS THEIR TEAM LEAPER, THEIR MEPIC—THE MAN THEY COLUNTEP ON
TO KEEP THEM ALIVE ON THEIR BEST PAYS ANP THEIR WORST. C..J. WASN'T
ABOUT TO STANP THERE WHILE SOMEONE THREATENEP TO KILL HIM.

OF COURSE! T AM
20 CORRY. HE POES
NOT MEAN IT.

COME, SON. YOU ARE
VERY CLOSE TO GETTING

HE CRAZY ONE |S OUT
THERE! YOU CAN'T LET HI
NERAR MY SON!




T AM, BUT T HAVE STRENGTH
ENOUGH TO FLY YOU TO THE LIFT
PEPOT... ANP VA'PON NEEPS ME, IT
SEEMS.

HE HAS BECOME A SON TO US
ALL THESE PAST FEW MONTHS. T
WILL BE FINE.

THANK YOU,




BACK AT THE LIFT PEFOT, VA'PON HAP
FALLEN ASLEEF NEAR THE FRONT POOR.
HE HAP SPENT THE PREVIOUS PAY HIPING

ANP WATCHING THROUGH THE WINPOW.

AHHHHIL!
HAHAHAHAHA! COME ON

YEARARAHHZLIL!




AWAKENED BY PLASMA WEAPON FIRE

ANP ERANTIC SHOUTING, VA'PON AHHHAHAHAHAHA L
SCLURRIEDP TO THE WINPOW TO SEE WHAT

WAZ HAPPENING.




HELLO!!!
YEARAHH 11!

— —I'M
GONNA EAT YOLIR
TOES!! AHAHAHA!

YEAH !




PON'T WORRY! I'M
COMING IN TO GREET
YOU! YEARH!

| W\ ~e

KRI'PALL FROM ENTERING THE PEFOT.

-




AHH-HAHAHA!
YEARH! T KICK
YOU!

ANP STOMP YOU!
YERH!!

I'VE BEEN
LOOKING FOR
Youl!!

NO! PLERSE!

HEELLLPFP1!!




KRI'PALL, PLEASE LISTEN!
WE HAVE TO LEARVE!

NO! WE ARE MIGHTY !
YEAHHIII!I WE WON/!!

NO, IT WORKEP! WE ARE
POWERFLUL! YEAH!

WE ARE VICTORIOUS !

WE HAVE CONQUEREP
THEM!!!! YEARARHH 111!

KRI'PALL! WE HRVE TO °
LEARVE NOW!

g
MUST REACH THE
EMERGENCY SITE. PO YOU
HUNPERSTANPZ

THE FPLAN PIP NOT
WORK! WE WILL GO HOME
ANP TRY AGAIN.
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ACHHHHHH !

AHH-HAHAHA !




PO NOT REACH FOR
THAT WEAPON OR T'LL
SHOOT YOU RAGRIN!

OH N
PLEASE.. I PON'T WANNA
PIE!

---I WANNA GO
HOMEEE 111!

HEY THERE. ARRE
YOU VA'PONT

UGH... OWW.. I'M
BLEEPING.. LOTS OF
BLOOP.. TASTY BLOOP..

YOU'RE
VERY TALL.. YERH...
TALL..

HAHA!
BLOOV ON THE
FLOOR! ANV IT'S
MINEEEE!

I WANT MY MOMMY 11!




OK, WELL, T'VE GOT SOME
VERY GOOP NEWS FOR YOU.

WE'RE... TERRA
MARINES. WE'RE HERE TO TAKE
YOU HOME, OK?

YEAH, REALLY! CAN
YOU TELL ME YOUR NAME
FIRGT?

M-MY
N-NAMET? IT-IT'S..
V=-VA'PON...

Bl oAkl
NOT RIGHT
NOW...

IT'S NICE TO MEET YOU,
VA'PON. IT'M C.J.

ARE YOU HURT?

'l
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IT'S
EMBARRASSING...

EPQCIER T

e
BUT... IT'S
GCROSS...

I KNOW. IT'M SORRY... BUT
YOUR PAP IS OK.

HE'S BACK AT THE MAIN

WHAT'S WRONG?T

OHH! HEY, IT
HAPFPENS. YOUR SECRET
IS SAFE WITH US, ALL
RIGHT?

L

PON'T WORRY ABOUT IT.
LET'S GET AWARY FROM THE
CRAZY GUY FIRST, OK?Y

TH=THEY .-
THEY KILLEP UNCLE
VANIRR...

rpAPPYI!Z
WHERE IS HE!?

HOUSE WARITING FOR US TO BRING’

YOU BACK TO HIM.
SO YOU REAPY TO GO7




VAIPON, THIS 1S JIMMY.

HE ANP T ARE GONNA
TF\KE YOU HOME.

AHA!
BLOOPY FLOOR!
BLOOPY FLOOR! YERH!!
I'M SWIMMING!

you - \ '
GUYS ARE ; - EREES
TALL... ARE YOU

CIANTS?

BLOOPY FLOOR!

. < HEHEHE! YEARH!! WARM
ANP TORSTY!




s

OHH! THANK




THANK YOU,
HUMAN !

I OWE YOU
MORE THAN I CAN
EVER REPAY!/!

YES, T PO! T OW
YOU MY LIFE!




C.J. ANP JIMMY STAREPF IN AWE AT THE MASSIVE MI'ARR BATTLESHIF FLOATING OVERHEAP IN
THE MORNING SKY. THE LOW, STEAPY HUM OF ITS ENGINES SEEMEP TO SWALLOW THE
HOWLING WINP.

T THING MAKES THE
LEMAY LOOK LIKE A
TOV...

YOUR
SHIF IS GMALL
ANP UGLY.




C.J., JMMY, ANP VA'FPON sTOOP AT THE EPGE OF THE ROAP, WATCHING SHIFS, LANPERS, ANP
PRONES WORK TOGETHER LIKE A WELL-OILEF MACHINE.

<>

AGAINST THE FALING SKY ANP RISING SN OF AN ALIEN WORLEP, THE ARERIAL PISPLAY WAS
MESMERIZING, CALMING ALL THREE. THE CURTIS LEMAY FLEW LOW OVERHEAP AS LANPERS
SEEMEP TO FOUR IN FROM EVERY PIRECTION.
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