GRUNTING ANFP SNORTING HIMSELF FARTIALLY AWAKE,
ALEX IMMEPIATELY FELT A SENSE OF FPANIC ANP PREAP
THAT COMFPELLEP HIM TO FULLY WAKE ANP SIT HP.
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THE SsTORAGE SERVER THAT HAF SAT IN
ALEX'S HOME LAB FOR YEARS SHPPENLY
HAP AN EERIE PRESENCE ABOUT IT THAT
SENT A CHILL POWN HIS SFINE

ALEX WASN'T SLURE IF HE FELT STLFIP OR
CRAZY AS HE HEARP HIMSELF AS A SERVER

RACK IF IT WAS HIs SON, BUT HE COULPN'T
RESIST CONTINUING.




AS HIS HANP GRAZEPF TO TOF OF ONE OF
THE STORAGE RACKS, ALEX FELT AN
OVERWHELMING SENSE THAT THERE WAsS A
FRESENCE TOUCHING BACK.

AS ALEX SLOWLY RECOVEREP FROM HIS
PRUNKEN STUFPOR, ANP MEMORIES BEGAN
TO CLEAR. HE CAME TO THE UNSETTLING
CONCLUHSION..




NIGHT.. T GOT
REALLY PRUNK ANP WAS
OING TO BLOW MY BRAINS
OUT BY AN ANGEL OR AN

ALIEN.. SOMETHING
STOP

HE
SAIP C.J'S SOUL 1S
SAVEP IN THE SERVERS
~ ANP I HAVE TO BRING IT
BACK TO SAVE THE
WORLP!




THE
QUANTUM
FLUCTUATION, THAT'S
THE coltiL! T2

QUANTIFIRBLE
REPERTABLE! T THINK
T CAN REBUILP IT!

THE

QUANTUM
FLUCTUATION, THAT'S
THE SOUL! IT'S
REPEARTABLE! PON'T
YOU UNPERSTANP?

THE GRERAT
FILTER! IT'S STILL
COMING! HE SAIV THE
FATE OF THE WORLP..
ALL THE WORLPS..







I'M NOT CRAZY! T KNOW WHAT I
SAW!

I BELIEVE YOU BELIEVE IT, BUT THAT Fﬁ ‘

POESN'T MAKE IT REAL. |

I KNOW IT SOUNPS CRAZY! T '
KNOW! BUT EVEN |IF THERE'S A ONE IN
A TRILLION CHANCE IT'S TRUE..

WOULPN'T YOU WANT TO TRY?




i IIII
I'P GIVE ANYTHING TO HA! J.
BACK. BUT WHAT YOU'RE TF\LKING
ABOUT |S BUILPING SOME KINP OF
SYNTHETIC ABOMINATION!

GABRIEL SAIP THE UNIVERSAL
ORGANISM POESN'T PISTINGUISH
BETWEEN MEPILMS.. T GUESS HE WAS
SAYING A SOUL IS A SOUL NO MATTER

WHERE IT'S STOREP.

WHOR!
HANG ON.
GRBRIEL?Y

THE HO‘.’:'-F'ITF-\L-, YOU'RE NOT
WELL...

OU ALRIGHT?































ALEX STOFPFPEP ANF STAREP AT THE TWISTEP ANP BROKEN REMAINS OF C.J's
MOTORCYCLE AS HIS CHEST TIGHTENEPF ANP HIS EYES FILLEP WITH TEARS.




TEE———

WITHIN TWNV MINUTES, ALEX HAP ARIVEF AT THE HOME OF HIS BEST FRIENP
ANP BUSINESS FARTNER, JOHN FRANKLIN.

JOHN WAS SKEFPTICAL, BLUT HE HAPZ BEEN A LIFE-LONG
BELIEVER IN THE IPEA THAT ALIENS HAPZ BEEN IN CONTACT
WITH THE FEOFPLE OF EARTH IN THE PISTANT FAST, SO

PESFITE HIS GENUHINE WORRY. HIS CURIOSITY COMFELLEP
HIM TO, AT THE VERY LEAST NOT PISMISS THE THE IPEA.




JOHN HAP BEEN INSTRUUMENTAL IN PISCOVERING
THE SLUB-QUANTUM FINGERFRINT WITHIN THE
STRUCTHRE OF THE HUUMAN BRAIN. THOLUGH THERE
WAS VERY LITTLE PROOF, HIS INTUITION HAP TOLP
HIM THE SAME THING.
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WHEN ALEX RETHURNEP HOME, HE FOUNP KAYLA
LAYING ON THE COUCH, QUIETLY SOBBING IN THEIR

LIVING ROOM WITH THE BLINPS CLOSEP.
[l hlll | “
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KNOWING FULL WELL THE FEELING OF TOTAL
PISFAIR THAT KAYLA's WORPS CAME FROM. ALEX
FROZE IN PLACE FOR A MOMENT, REFLECTING ON
HIS OWN FEELINGS OF GRIEF AT THE LOSS OF HIS
SON. HE WAS ONLY ABLE TO UTTER OUT A SINGLE
WORFP IN REFLY:

THE TWO REMAINEP
SILENT FOR A FEW
MOMENTS BEFORE
KAYLA SLOWLY SAT LIFP,
ASKING:

\
|
!



ANOTHER LONG, AWKWARP SILENCE FILLEP THE
ROOM AS ALEX CONTEMFPLATEP HIS NEXT WORPS.

AGAIN, HE WAS ONLY ABLE TO MUSTER LF A
SINGLE WORP IN REFLY:




AS SOON AS HE
REFPLIEP, ALEX KNEW HE
HAP CHOSEN THE
WRONG WORPS.

KAYLA REFPLIEP, HER
VOICE FILLEP WITH
BOTH ANGER ANF
ANGUISH.




ALEX'S SUPPEN
CHANGE IN ENERGY ANP

PEMEANOR STARTLEF
KAYLA.

KAYLA WAS sKEFPTICAL, GIVEN ALEX'S MANIC
ENERGY IN THE MOMENT. BUT HE WAS SAYING
EXACTLY WHAT SHE WANTEFP TO HEAR SO SHE

CHOSE TO TRUST HIM.




AFTER NEARLY 20 MINUTES OF QC'HNN.I'NG' HIS
BRAIN, LOOKING FOR ANYTHING THAT COULP BE A
FPOS<SIBLE CAUSE OF HALLUCINATIONS, ALEX
COULPN'T FINP ANY.










ALEX KNEW AS sOON AS THE WORPS
LEFT HIS MOUTH, HE HAP JUHST MAPE ONE
OF THE BIGGEST MISTAKES OF HIS LIFE.
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AS ALEX SAT ANFP CONTEMFLATEP
HIS CHOICE OF WORPS, HE FELT
HIS PHONE BEGIN TO BUZZ IN HIS
FPOCKET.

AS ALEX SAT ANP CONTEMFLATEP
HIS CHOICE OF WORPS, HE FELT
HIS FHONE BEGIN TO BUZZ IN HIS
FOCKET.



















